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Munn Bnenk
BenocHexka n OXOTHUK

Kax ecmpemuwub ucnoimanve mol,

Koeoa nacmynum mpax, 3aésamnym ece yeemal,
Omuumym 6au3Kux, 0emcmeo, 0om Ko2oa?
Tl yoeorcuutb, cxopoHuubcst moaoa?

Hno ecmynuus 6 becnowaomnyio 6opuoy

H yrnuumooscuutv 3110 60podcoy?



Oxogvl copocus, 6 Hebeca 83nemu,

Knuu 60esoil, npuzvienstil, ucnycmu!
UYmob on paszneccst no recam, NoJisim,
Topam, xonmam, donunam, OepesHsm.
U ronebanvs npous, 6edb Hecnpocma
Passepana cmepmy yoic anunvie ycma.

Kax ecmpemuwiv ucnvimanve moi?

He ybouwwcsa nu 3106eueti memuomuol?
Cmepesamuuxuy, 4mo naoaib noedawm,

U eoponvl mebs ne ucnyzaiom?

Beow ne cmexnawka, cepoye y mebs 6 epyou.
E2o mui cnywaii u enepeo uou.

JaBHbIM-AaBHO B TPUnAecAToOM KopoJsieBCTBe...

Taxoil cypoBoil 3uMBI B KOpPOJIEBCTBE elle He ObiBano. VHel MOKpbUI MOTHIIBHBIE TUUTHL
Kyctbl po3 B cany 3aMka OroJIMIIUCH, & OCTABIIMECS JUCThS CMOPIIMINCH U noTeMHenu. Koposb
Marsnyc u repuor XsMMOH/I XAaJld Ha OMYIIKE jJeca MPUOIHKEHHsI Bpaxeckoi apmun. bbio oueHb
XOJIOJTHO, TIAP, BBIXOSIINNA W30 PTa, COOMpaics BO3JIE JIMIAa B 00J1a4Ka U PACTBOPSIICS B CTYJICHOM
yTpeHHeM Bo3ayxe. Pyku koposs onemenu. OH HE 4yBCTBOBAJI HU TSKECTH JIOCIIEXOB, HU TOr0, KaK
B IIEI0 BIUBAJIACh KOJbUYra, HACTOJBKO 3aJICJICHEBINAs, YTO METaUl MpUiIunain K Koxe. Ero ne
0ECIOKOMIM Bparu Ha APyrom KoHIle paTHOro nojs. OH ux He Gosuics.

Hy1ia xkopoJist yxxe ymepIa.

Ho Benpb 3a HUM cTOsI1a €ro apMusl.

«ITouTtn Tox mporen, — moagyman kopoiib. — OHa yMepria okojio roaa Hazaa». OH aepxan ee
TOJIOBY M CMOTpeEJ, KaK JKU3Hb MOKUJAET J0MMbIe ri1a3a. Uto o mor caenath? Kem oH Oblt 6e3
Hee? OH cujen B CBOMX IMOKOSX, €r0 MaJICHbKas Jouka 3a0upaiack K HEMY Ha KOJIEHU, OJIHAKO
Jake el ObUIO He TOJI CUTy MPOOUTH TeNleHy OKyTaBIeil ero nedanu. OH He CIBIIIAN HHU CIOBa U3
TOTO, YTO TOBOpMJIa Maiblmka. «/la, bemocHexka, — oTBe4as OH Ha MHOTOYHMCIIEHHBIE BOIPOCHI
JIEBOYKH, XOTSI MBICTTH €T0 Oy Jaji T1e-To Jajeko. — BepHo, noporas. S 3Haro».

Bnaneke, Ha MpOTHUBOIOJIIOAKHOM KOHIIE TOJIS, KOPOJIh BUJIET BPAKECKYIO apMUIO: 3JIOBEIIEe
BOMHCTBO, COOpAaHHOE KaKON-TO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOW, MarnuecKoi CUiIon. OT0 OB BOMHBI-TEHH,
HESCHBIMU CHJIYITaMH BBIPHUCOBBIBABIINECS Ha (JOHE YTPEHHETO TyMaHa; Oe3bIMSIHHbBIC U O€3JINKHE,
oOJaueHHbIE B uepHBIE Jocmexu. V1 HEBO3MOXKHO OBLIO TMOHATH: T/I€ KOHYAeTCs JieC M Tae
HAYMHAIOTCS OHU.

I'eprior XaMMOH TOBEPHYJICS K KOPOJIIO M, HAXMYPHUB OpOBH, 03a00YEHHO CIIPOCHII:

— W3 xakoro aja sBHJIach 3Ta apMusi?

Kopons ctucHyn 3yobl. OH mOMOTal TOJOBOM, YTOOBI CTPSIXHYTh C CceOsl OICTIEHEHHE, B
KOTOPOM MPEeOBIBAIT YK€ MHOTHE MECAIIBI. ETO KOpPOJIEBCTBO HYK/1aJI0Ch B 3aIIIUTE.

— W3 Toro ana, B KOTOPBIM OHU CKOpPO BEpPHYTCA! — KPUKHYJ OH M, MOJHSAB MEY, IMOBEJ CBOE
BOICKO B HACTYILICHUE.

OHU MOCKakalnu HaBCTPEUy TEHSM, BBICTABMB BIIEPE] MEUH, U BCKOPE OKA3aJIUCh JIMIIOM K
JUIly ¢ TPOTUBHUKOM. Ha Bparax ObLIM Takue ke, KaKk Ha KOPOJEBCKUX BOMHAX, IOCTIEXH, TOJBKO
MO HUMH KIyOWUIUCh, TOJOOHO NbIMY, 3bI0KHME YepHble TeHH. OAMH U3 OE3TMKUX BPAKECKHUX
BOMHOB OpoCHJICS Ha KOpossi Mar"yca ¢ opykueM Ha u3rotoBky. Koposib B3MaxHyn MEYOM — B €T0
MPOTUBHUK TOTYAC K€ PA3JIETEINICA HA THICAYM YEPHBIX OCKOJIKOB, CIIOBHO COCTOSUI HE M3 IJIOTH U
KpOoBH, a U3 OOBIYHOTO cTekia. Kopomb ormsiencs W HE TOBEpWI CBOMM TuiazaM. Ero BOWHBI



Harajaid Ha BparoB, U T€ OJMH 32 JIPYTUM B3pBIBAINCH B YTpeHHEM TymaHe. CBepkaroliue
OCKOJIKH MaJjaJIM Ha MPOMEP3LIYIO 3€MJTI0 U Hcue3and. Uepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT IPOTUBHHUKA KaK HE
Ob1Basio. Ha momne octanuch TOJIBKO KOPOJIEBCKUE BOMHBI, U TUIIMHY HAPYIIAIO JUIIb X TSHKEIOe
npixanue. CIIOBHO Bpa)KECKOM apMHH M HE CYILIECTBOBAJIO BOBCE.

Koponb ¢ repuorom c yauBieHHEM NOCMOTpenu Apyr Ha apyra. CKkBO3b TyMaH KOpPOJb
pasriasaen Mexay AepeBbsIMUA KaKOE-TO CTPAHHOE JIEPEBIHHOE COOPYKEHHUE U HAIPABUICS K HEMY.
[Tomoiiast moGmke, KOpoJIb OOHAPYKUJI, UTO 3TO TIOPEMHAs TTOBO3Ka. Kopouib criemmmics, 3aristHyI
BHYTPb M 3aMETWJI CHEXKHMBUIYIOCS B YINIy JKEHIIMHY. CBETJIbIe BOJIHUCTBIE BOJIOCHI KacKaJOM
MaJlajiv e Ha cnuHy. JIMno cKkpbeiBajia Byalib.

Ona Obula IUICHHHMIIEW BOMHOB-TEHEH — M KTO 3HAeT, Kakasg ydacTh €€ OXujana.
[ToroBapuBaiv, 4TO TEMHBIC CHJIbI YOUIIU M MOKAICYWINA THICSYH JIFOJCH, B TOM YHCIIE MHOXKECTBO
nerei. Pe3kuM yiapom meda KopoJib COKPYIIHII 3aMOK.

— Tenieps BbI cBOOOAHBI. BaM Oouibiiie HEYero 00ATHCS, — MPOU3HEC OH, MPOTITUBAST MOJIOIOM
JKEeHIMHE pyKy. — Kak Bac 30ByT, Muiienu?

XKenmuHa MeUIeHHO TIOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY, M Ha €e XpYIKyio (GUrypky ynan ayd cBera. OHa
B3sJla €ro 3a pyKy M npunojHsiia Byanb. Koponb MarHyc He MOr OTOpBaTh B3IJIsa OT €€
MIPEKPACHOTO JIUIA ¢ BBICOKMMH CKYJIAMH, ITyXJIBIMH T'yOaMH W OTPOMHBIMH TOJTYOBIMU TJIa3aMHU.
Bonocer ee Obutu yOpanbl co 10a U CTSHYTHI IBYMS 30JI0ThIMU IIHypamu. Ha Bua eit Obuio ser
IBaAIATh, He OOJIbIIIE.

— Mens 30ByT PaBeHHa, cup, — TUXO OTBETHJIA JEBYILIKA.

Koposnp mMomgan. Bce B Heil — mpaBWIBHBIA HOC, TOHKHE MaJbIbl, ITyXJble TYOBI — OBLIO
MIPEKPACHBIM U HEKHBIM. W TYT OH OIIyTHJ Terio ee pyku. Jlo Hero JOHeccs CBEXMI 3arax COCEH,
pactymux BOKpyr. OH OTYETJIMBO BCIHOMHMJI TOT JEHb, KOIJAa BCTPETUJI CBOI XKEHY —
€IMHCTBEHHYIO JKCHIIMHY, KOTOpas Obuia crocoOHa MmpoOykKaaTh B HEM IMOA0OHBIE uyBcTBa. Ha
JIBOpE TOI'/Ia CTOsIIA JIETHSAA ’Kapa, U MSITHA COJIHEYHOI'O CBETa UTPaId Ha JIUCThSAX SIOJIOHbD.

U Bot ceituac 6osb yTpathl HakoHel[ oTimycTuia ero. Kopons cMoTpen Ha PaBenny, u cepaie
ero OemeHo KoJoTHI0Ch. OH HEOXKHUTAaHHO TTOHSUL, YTO CHOBA OXKHIL.

Koposib Marnyc BepHyJcsl B 3aMOK C IOHOW KpacaBulled. 3uMa koHuusack. [leyanu ocranuch
1o3aau, U Oyayllee Ka3ajloch PaJlOCTHBIM U npekpacHbIM. Koposabs nmonpocun PaBeHHy ctaTh ero
xeHor. C KaXIIbIM JTHEM OH Bce OOJIbIle BIIOOISIICS B ATY JEBYIIKY, KOTOPYIO Bparu BHIKpalu U3
OTYEro JIoMa U Jiep’Kaiu B IJIeHY. B ee nmpucyrcTBUM KOpoib Bell ceOs cI0BHO Maibuuiika. OH ¢
BOJIHEHHEM CIIyIIad €€ paccka3bl O TOM, KaK OHa KHJa JI0 BCTPEYM C HHUM BMecTe ¢ Opatom
OUHHOM M MOKOMHOM MAaTYIIKOW HAa CaMOW OKpanHe KOPOJIEBCTBA.

Joub kopossa bemocHexkka, KOTOpOH TOJIBKO-TOJBKO HCIOIHWIOCH CEMb JIET, BO BpEMs
Tparmesbl BCerza cuaea psaoM ¢ HUMH U, YIIepeB MOA00POJOK B CIIOKEHHBIE JaI0IIKH, CMOTpEa
Ha PaBeHHy pacnaxHyThIMM I1a3aMu. Bce BMecTe OHM cTanu ceMbeil. MeuThl KOpoJisi HauMHaIH
cOBIBaTHCH.

[Topoit on Habmonan, kak PaBeHHa ¢ ynbIOKoi OepeT MaNbIIIKy 32 PYKY U BEIET TYIATh BO
nBop 3amka. Kazanocs, PaBenHa Obls1a ¢ HUMU BIIOJTHE CUACTIIMBA. ..

Hactynun nenp cBaabObl. PaBeHHa cibllana, Kak Tam, 3a JEPEBSIHHBIMH JBEPbMH, TOCTH
HETEepIIEeINBO €p3aloT Ha cBOoMX Mecrtax. OHa mNpuIyapuia IIEKH, HakKpacuja KpOBaBO-KpacHOM
moMajioil TyObl, a MmiaThe 3alIHypoBaja TaK TYro, YTO CTAJO TPYAHO Ablmarh. Clierka M30THYB
ryosl, PaBeHHa paccmaTpuBaia cBoe oTpaxkeHue B 3epkaiie. CeroaHs, Korja 3aKOHUHUTCS
LIEPEMOHUSI, OHA OTPUHET BCSKOE MPUTBOPCTBO. M HAKOHEIl MOTYYUT TO, YTO XOUET.

— BbI Takas kpacuBas... — pa3gaycs 3a €€ CHMHOM IETCKHUM TOJ0COK.

PaBenHa oOepHynach W yBHJIENa CTOSIBIIYIO B JBepsix bermocHexky. JleBouka B3siia MO0
JUIMHHOTO IJIaThsl HEBECTHI, paclpaBujia U MOJHATA ¢ KaMEHHOro 1nosa. JIerkuM ABM>KEHUEM PYKU
PaBenna momanuna ee k ceoe.

— OueHb MIJIO C TBOEH CTOPOHBI, TUTS MO€, — IPOBOpPKOBaja oHa. — OCOOEHHO ecliu Yy4ecTb,
YTO B 3TOM KOPOJIEBCTBE MMEHHO Thl, CO CBOMM IPEJIECTHBIM JIMYUKOM, CUHUTACLILCA HCATIOM
KpacoTBHI.

PaBenHa kocuynachk meku benocHexku. Koxa neBouku Ob1a coBHO (apdopoBoii. bonbmine



Jy4YUCThIE TEMHO-KapHe rja3a, HeXHBbIM pymsiHell Ha miekax. HUuKTo He Mor ycrosTh mnepen
ouapoBaHueM MaiblIKW. [Ipu BcTpede ¢ HeW M conjatel, W CIY)KAaHKH KakK 3a4apOBaHHBIC
IIOYTUTEJIBHO OIYCKAJIUCh HA OJJHO KOJICHO.

benocHexka cmorpena Ha PaBeHHY OBepuYMBBIM, HEBUHHBIM B3IJIAI0M. PaBeHHa J1acKOBO
yAbIOHYMack JeBouke. UTO K, Urpa CKOpO 3aKOHUUTCS, M OHA, PaBeHHa, OTOMCTHUT 3a OOWIHI,
KOTOPBbIE€ HAHECIIU €1 U €€ HapOoay.

— 51 nonunmatro, kak tebe TspKeno. S Toke moTepsula MaMy B TBOEM BO3pacTe, — cKa3ajla OHa,
MOIJIaIUB IEBOYKY MO LIEKE.

B orpomHOM co0Ope My3BIKAHTBI OpPKECTpa YK€ HacTpauBaJld MHCTpyMeHTHL. CKOpo OHa
MPOILIECTBYET 1O npoxoay. Bee muio no miany.

PaBenna »xnana, Koraa 3aurpaeT Mys3blKa, U MBICJICHHO BEPHYJIAach B Ipouuioe. B TOT neHb
JIIOJT KOPOJIsl MOSIBUIKCH B ee aepeBHe. OHa Obljia Tor/ia elle coBceM Kpolikoi. PaBeHHa BmecTe ¢
MaTepbio U OpaToM OUHHOM CHJIENN B IBITAHCKOW KMOUTKE. VX MalleHbKOE CeMecTBO KOUeBao ¢
MecTa Ha MecTo. PaBeHHe ellie HU pa3y He MPUXOIUIOCH PaccTaBaThCs C MaTephio U OpaToM. MaTh
IIOJHECIIA K €€ JINLY 3€PKaJIO.

«DTO TO, UTO MOXKET TeOs cracTuy», — CKaszaja OHa €il.

XKenmuua B3dna pyKy AOYEpU M, MPOILIENTAB 3aKIMHAHUSA, [TOJEpKajla HaJ 4Jauei ¢ Oenoit
AKUIKOCThI0. OCTpBIM HOKOM OHA CZeJIalla Ha/ipe3 Ha 3arsacThe JeBouYKU. KpoBb 3akamana B yamy,
u Ha 6eroM (oHe KpacHbIE TOPOLIMHEI CTallu emle spue. PaBeHHa, qaBsich, BeIWIA 3enbe. M maxke
cefyac, 3aKphbIB IJ1a3a, OHA NO-TIIPEKHEMY UyBCTBOBAJIA CUJIbHBIN METAIUNIMYECKUM IPUBKYC BO PTY.

«Ilen, — Benena er Torga Math. — M Thl HAYYHILIBCS OTHUMATH YY>KYIO MOJOAOCTh U KPacoTy.
OTO CTaHET TBOEH IIaBHOM CHJION U €IMHCTBEHHOU 3aI[UTON».

JIronmu KOpoJisi BBITOHSUTH IIBITaH M3 KUOWTOK, a 3aTeM yOmBanmu. @unH 3akpuyan. OH XOTeln
3alIUTUTH €e. MaTh MOJIOKWIJIa PYKM MM Ha TOJOBBI U MPOUIENTalla HOBBIE 3aKJIMHAHUS, HOBBIC
CJIOBa, BKJIAJIbIBas B HUX CUJIy, COEIMHUBIIYIO OpaTa u cecTpy. OHM HaBCera OCTaHyTCs BMECTE, U
PaBenna Oyznet o camoii cmepTu cBsizaHa ¢ GUHHOM. A MOTOM JETH MOOEXKanu Tak ObICTPO, YTO
PaBenHa ¢ Tpynom nocnesaia 3a OpaTom.

WM ynanoch cnacTUCh, OIHAKO MaTh OCTaJIach B pykax BparoB. W Temepb Kaxiblil pa3 mpu
BOCIIOMMHAHHH O TOM, KaK COJJAT IPUCTABWII M€Y K ropily €€ mMarepH, y PaBeHHBI BOJIOCHI Ha
roJIoBe IIEBETIINCh OT yxaca. [locinenHue cioBa mbITaHKU ObUTIM oOpaieHsl Kk godepu. Korma
COJIAAT MOTAIIMI €e U3 KMOUTKU, oHa KpukHyna: «3anoMHu! Tonbko OnaroposiHas KpOBb MOXKET
3TO caenath. M Tonpko GiaropoiHasi KpOBb MOKET ATO Pa3pyIIUThy. 3aTeM MaTh yIaja Ha KOJEHH,
OpOCHB TpaBy XJIbIHYBILIEH U3 paHbl KPOBBIO. Uepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT OHA YK€ HE JblIIaa.

— PaBenna! — ycnpliana oHa 1eTcKui rojoc. — PaBeHHa, mopa.

PaBenHa oTkpbuia rna3za. benocHexkka crosula y Hee 3a CIMHOM, JepXa B pykax Iuieid
MOJIBEHEYHOT0 MJaThs. PacmaxHymnuch JepeBsiHHbIe ABEpU. B3opbl rocTeil ObUIM NMPHUKOBAHBI K
HeBecTe. Bcee »knanm, korja oHa moiier mno npoxoxy. PaBeHHa BbIIPSIMHUIIACh, €€ TOJIyOble TJiasa,
BIMBUIMECS B JIUIO KOpouist, moteMHenu. [lopa.

DTOil HOUBIO, KOTJa IMOCJIEAHHE TOCTH 3aKaH4YMBaJIM NMHUPOBaTh BO JBOpe 3amKka, PaBeHHa
yBeJa KOpoJid B ONMOYMBaiIbHIO. OHA pacnycTHia JJIMHHBIE BBIOIIMECS BOJIOCHI, a 3aT€M MpPSIMO B
0eoM cBasieOHOM IJIaThe JIETJIa PSiIOM C MYXKEM U cTajla Habto/aTh, Kak OH IbeT BUHO. Ero
ManbIlbl MPOOEKANIH MO €€ 30JOTUCTHIM JIOKOHAM, 33/Iep KaBIINCh Ha U3SIIHON 30JI0TON KOpOHE,
yCBIITaHHOW pyOMHAMU U M3yMpyAamu. JKeHnxa yTOMHUIN TOP>KECTBA, ABUKEHUSI €r0 3aMeIININCh
OT OOUITBHBIX BO3MUSIHUNA. OH MPEBPATHIICS B JIETKYIO JOOBIYY...

PaBeHHa cyHyna pyKy moJ MOJIYIIKY M BBITAIIMJIA CEpeOpSHBIN KUHKall, KOTOPBIU crpsTaia
TaM HECKOJIbKO 4acoB Hazajl. OHa MojHsIa KUHXaJl HaJ FOJIOBOH, MPULETUBIINCH B TO MECTO, TJie
obut0 cepaune. M ¢ pasmaxy BOH3WIA KIMHOK B Tpyldb Koposs. Ero Ttemo coaporaynock ot
IpeaTeabCcKoro yjaapa v cpa3y oOMIKIIO.

— S 3abpana Barny *u3Hb, CHp, — nporienTaia PapeHHa. — A Tereps 3axBady Balll TPOH.

OHa BbIIIIAa U3 ONOYMBAJIBHU U HANPABUIIACH B XOJUI, OCTABUB CKPIOYEHHOE TEJIO KOpOJid Ha
OKpPOBAaBJIEHHBIX MPOCTBHIHSX, OBICTPO CHYCTWJIACh MO JIECTHULIE M MOJA0EXada K KpPENOCTHBIM
BoporaM. [lo Ty cTopoHy ’xene3Hoi pemieTku ee xaan OUHH. A 32 HUM CTOsUIa €ro apMus —



BOMHBI-TEHH, €/1BAa pPa3JIMYMMbIE B IYHHOM cBeTe. PaBeHHa MOAHsIIA pElIETKY, U COJIAAThl XJIbIHYIN
BHYTpPb. B cunTaHble MUHYTBI OHU 3alI0JIOHUJIN KPEMOCTb.

Hauanace OutBa, u PaBenna BepHynack B cBoM NokKou. CHH3Y JOHOCHUJIMCH KPHKH TOCTEH,
CIBIIANOCH Opsmanue Meueil. OauH U3 JoIel Oparta MpuHecC eil Tsokenoe 3epkaiio. OHO MOXOIUII0
Ha KPYIVIbII IIUT U3 UACAIBHO OTIOJMPOBAHHOW OpoH3bl. PaBeHHa ocTanack o/Ha U, He oOpaluas
BHMMAaHUsl Ha JOHOCHUBILIHECS CO BCEX CTOPOH BOIUIM M CTOHBI, IPHUHSUIACh PACCMAaTpPUBATH CBOE
OTpaKeHHE. DTO 3epKaJI0 ObLJI0O HAMHOTO OOJIBIIE TOTO, YTO B JAJIEKOM IPOILIOM AeprKajia mepen
HEW MaTh, U CBOEH Marm4eckoi CHJION IPEBOCXOIUIIO €rO.

— 3epkaiio, 3epKajio, MOJIBU MHE CKOpEH, KTO 3/1eCh Kpallle BCEX, KTO MWJIEH? — MO/IaBIINUCh
BIIepen, cpocuia PaBeHHa.

[ToBepxHOCTh 3epkasia nomia psadpto. Ha mos, mpsiMo K HOram KOpOJEBBI, BBIIIECHYJIACh
KUITSILAs )KUIKOCTh, KOTOPast TYT e MpeBpaTuiach B OPOH30BYIO cTaTyio pa3mepoM ¢ Pasenny. B
¢durype, CIIOBHO OKyTaHHOM IIJIOTHOM OJIECTEBIIEH TKaHbIO, OTpa)kajlaCh KOMHATa, a B JIMLE CTaTyH
PaBenHa yBuena coOCTBEHHOE MPEKPACHOE JIHIIO.

—3TO Tbl, MO KOpOJIEBA, — MYXKCKHUM TIOJIOCOM OTBETWJIO €il 3epkano.— Eme oaHo
KOPOJIEBCTBO Majo K TBOMM HoraMm. Tebe HeT paBHBIX [0 CUJIE M KPacoTe.

VYcnbimas orBer, PaBeHHa yOeaunach, YTO IIOJyYy€HHass OT MaTepud Maruyeckas cuia
6esrpanuyna. [Io MaHoBeHHIO ee, PaBeHHBI, pyKH KOPOJIEBCTBA Pa3pyIIATUCh, JTIOAN THOIH U AaXKe
IIPOCTBIE MPEAMETHI, IPUOOpETasi BOJIIIEOHBIE CBOMCTBA, OTKPHIBAJIN JOCEJIE HUKOMY HE U3BECTHBIE
cekpeTbl. PaBeHHa BCIOMHWIIa 000 BCEM, Yero JHUIIUI €€ KOpOjb, M, MOYYBCTBOBAB XKEHHE B
KOHYMKAaX MaJIblieB, BCKUHYJA pyKu BBepx. Temepb oH MepTB. KoposeBCcTBO NpHHAIIEKUT EH.
Brpeab HUKTO 60JIbIIIE HE CMOXKET IPUYUHUTH €i1 0O0IIb.

Korna cpakeHue 3aKOHYMIIOCH U BHU3Y BCE CTHXJO, PaBeHHa CHOBa CIyCTHJIach BO JBOP
3aMKa, e coOpanuch BoWHBI-TeHHU. CTONBl M Kpecia ObuUTM 3a0pbI3raHbl KpoBbio. lloBcromy
BaJISUIMCh OCKOJIKU IOCY/Ibl M OCTaTKH Ipa3JAHUYHOrO nupa. PaBeHHa naxe He B3ApPOTHYJa, YBUAEB
B Kpecliax Oe3)KU3HEHHBbIE Tella, B TOM YHCJE JKEHCKHE. BBDKUBIINX 3BaHBIX T'OCTEH W MECTHYIO
3HaTh BOMHbI PUHHA BHICTPOWIIN BJIOJIb CTEHBI.

— Y10 HaM ¢ HUMHU JeNaTh? — COPOCUII OJIUH U3 T'€HEPAIOB.

JKeHmMHbBI yMOJISIOUIE CIOXKWIN PYKH, B3bIBasi K ee Musiocepanto. Hexkotopsie Oiaropoanbie
MYXKH €Jie cAepKUBaIHU ciie3bl. OHU NPIKUMANHU K ceOe AeTel B HalpacHOM MOMBITKE 3alllUTHTh UX.
PaBeHHa 3akpbuia 171a3a 1 BCIIOMHUJIA MaTh. BermoMHMIIa yOUTBIX 6€3:KalOCTHON pyKOM JKEHIIUH U3
cBoelt fepeBHH. Bee 3akoHoMepHO. D10 Obl1a omnbka Kopods, He ee. Tak uTo uemy ObITh, TOrO He
MUHOBATh.

— IIpenats Meuy, — HEAPOTHYBIIUM I'0JIOCOM OTBETHJIA PaBeHHa.

[ToeXMBIIMCh OT XOJIOAHOTO HOYHOI'O BO3/1YyXa, OHA IOIJIOTHEE 3aKyTajach B MAaHTHUIO U
noBepHynack, uyToObl yHTH. Kpaem rnasa ona 3ameruna benocHexky, koTtopyto ®UHH Kpenko
Jepkall OJHOWM pykoil. B napyroil pyke y Hero ObLI HOX, NMPUCTABICHHBIA K TOPJIY JCBOYKH.
PaBeHHy mopasmio BbelpaxkeHMe nauna benocHe)kku. Benp emie coBceM HENABHO ATO IPENECTHOE
TUTS Iep’Kajio B pykKax HuUleH( ee MoJABEHEYHOro Iiarhs. ['yObl ManbIIKU APOXKaiH, MO LIEKaM
TEKJIU CJIE3BI.

— ®@uHH, HeT! — BeIpBaJIOCh Y PaBEeHHBI.

@®uHH, NPULIYPUBIINCH, TOCMOTPEI Ha CECTpPYy, CJIOBHO €My II0Ka3aloch, OyATO OH
ocnpimiasica. OHa TopA0 BBIIPSMUIACH, YTOOBI HE BBIMISIETh ciaabol B ria3zax OpaTa, Tak
J00JIECTHO CpakaBIIETOCs 3a HEe U HU pa3y HE YCOMHMBILIETOCS B €€ NMPHKa3ax.

— 3anpu ee. Hukora He 3Haellb, IJ1e MOXET NPUTOAUTHCS KOPOJIEBCKAsI KPOBb.

I'nmaza PaBeHHb!l u benocHeX KU BCTpeTUINCh. Mauexa U naguyepuiia Ha MU 3aMEpJIN TOCPEIT
Xxaoca M yxaca paspyuieHus. JKEeHIIMH BBITACKUBAIM Hapy)Xy MU yOuBanu. 3HaTHbIE OCOOBI
0e3yCrenHo NBITAIMCh BBIPBATHCS M3 PYK cojAaT. MaleHbKUH MajlbuMK C ONYXIIUM OT Clie3
JUIOM MCTOIIHO 3Basl MaTh. Ho PaBeHnHa Buaena tonbko benocHexky, a Ta — nuuib ee. PaBeHHa
npuxaia pykKy K IpyIu, MBITasCh pa3o0paThCsi B UyBCTBaX K OTOW JI€BOUYKE, HACIEIHMIIE TPOHA,
KOTOpbI OHa, PaBeHHa, Tonbko yTO 3axBaTwia. OHM OBUIM KakKMM-TO 3araJo4HbIM 0Opa3oM
cBsi3aHbl. CBsA3aHbl HEBEOMOM, MOTYILIECTBEHHOM CUJION.



PaBenna, npuxumasi pyKy K rpyau, CTosiia BO IBOpE U cMOTpena, kKak DUHH TaluuT J1eBOUYKY
B TCMHHITLY.

benocuexka 1uia, mo-npekHEMy He CIyCKas C MayexH TIJia3, a MOTOM HCYe3Jia 3a TSKEJIou
JIEPEBSIHHOM JIBEPBHIO.

Yactb |
TOJIbKO BJTIATOPOOHAA KPOBb MOXET 3TO COEJIATD...

1

OuHH onATh HaOmonan 3a Hell. benmocHexkka, nexaBlias B TOCTENH, AaXKe H3-TOJ
OIYIIEHHBIX BEK BUJEJA €ro TeHb Ha CTeHE TeMHHUIIbI. JleBylika Mol4a OTKHHYJA rpyboe oneso,
BCTajla U 3acTeNuia y3Kyro Koiky. [ToToM mpoOexanack maibliaMH 1O CIHYTaBIIMMCS Ha 3aThLIKE
JIOKOHaM. 3aTeM OHa BCTajla Ha KOJIEHM U CTajla Pa3KUraTh OrOHb, KaK JeJiana 3TO W30 JHS B JIEHb,
MOKA IIENKU He 3aHsIuch. K TOMy MOMEHTY Kak BCIBIXHYJIO IUIamsi, corpeBliuee ee najiblibl, OuHH
YK€ ucyes.

benochexka Momua cMmoTpena Ha oroHb. MHorma no yrpam @uHH cienui 3a HEW H3-3a
pemierku. Ero masieHpkue I1a3ku Haj JUIMHHBIM Y3KHMM HOCOM OYyKBaJbHO BIIMBAJIUCh B JIEBYIIKY.
OH HHMKOTIJ1a HUYEro He TOBOPUJI U HUYEro He npuHocuil. Hu pasy He ocTaBui il HU Tapesku efbl,
HU KyBlIMHA BoAbl. [loxoxke, eMy [OOCTaBIJIAJO YyIOBOJBCTBUE BUJIETh, KaK OHAa YyX€ CTOJIbKO
BPEMEHH — HEJaBHO €H CTYKHYJIO CeMHaJIaTh JIET — MydYaeTcsd B 3aTOUYEHUU B OalllHE 3aMKa.
PackauBancs 1 on B cogessnnom? IlepexxuBan nu? bemocHexxka comHeBanach B 3ToM. OH ObLI
OpaToMm CBOEi CecTpBhl.

OpnepHyB pBaHOE IUIaThE, JEBYIIKA MPUKPBLIA TOJ0JIOM Tojible HOTH. JTO OblIa yXKe aecsras
3uma. OHa JaBHO OpOoCMiIa CUMTATh JHU U HEJENH U CcTaja oOpainarh BHUMaHUE TOJIbKO HA CMEHY
BpeMeH roga. M3 okomika CBOEW TIOpbMbI OHA BHJIENIa BEPXYIIKU JIEpeBbeB. JleByllika 3Hana
KaXJIyl0 BETKYy TaK JK€ XOpOIlOo, KAaK CBOM IATh mNanbleB. [Ipuxoamno Temno, Ha BeTKax
MIPOKJIEBBIBAINCH SIPKO-3€JIEHBIE JINCTOUKH, Pa3BOPAYMBAIINCH U BCE JIETO PaloBaIM IJa3. A MOTOM
MEHSUINCh. 3€JIEHBIM LBET yCTyNaJl MECTO 30JI0TOMY M KPacHOMY, a 3aT€M JINCThs ChEXKUBAINUCH U
najaay OJIMH 3a APYTUM Ha MEp3IyI0 3eMIIIO.

Ceituac, mpu nepBbIX IPU3HAKaX HACTYIUICHHS BECHBI, benocHexkka rajgana, Kakue u3MeHEHUs
IIpUHECET €l HOBBIM I'Ojl U He 3axoueT U PaBeHHa HakoHel] 0cBOOOIUTH ee. JleBylka Tak JOJIro
HaxoJWJIach B 3aTOYEHHUM, UYTO YK€ MPAKTUUYECKU CBBIKJIACh C TEMHOM, ChIpoi kamepou. CTeHbI
3/1eCh ObUIM BIIQXKHBIMH, XOJIOAHBIMU M MAXJIM IJIECeHbI0. JIyun coiHIla MPOHUKAIM BHYTPH JIUIIb
OJMH pa3 B JIeHb HE Ooybllle YeM Ha 4Yac, TOJbKO KOI/Ia COJHIIE IOJHUMAJIOCh BBICOKO HaJ
nepeBbsiMH. benocHexka yio0uia CuaeTh B MATHE CBETA, MOJACTABIIAS JIUIIO JJACKOBBIM COJIHEYHBIM
nouenysM. Ho Gombiie Bcero ee yonBasio oAMHOUYECTBO. MIHOTIa IEBYIIKE XOTEIOCh TOIBKO OJJHOTO
— ¢ KeM-HuOyab noroBopuTh. Ho el ocraBajioch JIMIIb MBICIEHHO IepeOuparb BCE Te K€
BOCIIOMHHAHUS, J00aBIsAs HOBBIE MOJPOOHOCTH M MEHSAS HEKOTOpbIE AeTand, 4yToObl coOparth
MIPOLIIOE BOEUHO.

Ona nymana o0 oTie, O TOM, KaKk Hallljla €ro OKPOBABJICHHOE TEJO B HOYb I1OCIIE CBA/bOBI.
Bcenomunana Tenigo MaTepuHCKUX PYK, KOTOpbIE JJACKOBO Kacaluch ee jida mepen cHoM. OgHako
yaiie Bcero benocHexka Bo3Bpaiiagach K OTHOMY U TOMY K€ MOMEHTY U3 NPOLUION *HU3HU. Jlaxe
ceifuac, CIyCTs I€CATh JIET, BCE BUAEIOCH BIIOJIHE OTUYETINBO.

OT0 O6BUIO BCKOpPE MOCHE TOro, Kak 3abonena mama. Koposas u repuor XaMMoH]T HaOII0 1AM
3a neTbMH ¢ OankoHa 3amka. ChIH Tepriora YWIbsM ObLI OJHOTO C HEH BO3pacTa, M OHU YacTo
UTpajd BMECTE: TOHSUIUCH JIPYr 3a APYroM IO JBOPY, CHacajy YNaBUIMX C JE€peBa NTEHLOB...
Manbuuk B300pascs Ha s010HI0. Ero HemocnyliHbele KallTaHOBBIE BOJIOCHI BUXpamH TOpYald BO
BCE CTOPOHBI. 3a CIIMHON BUCEJ UTPYILIECYHBIN JTYK.

benocHexka monesna 3a HUM, Kpemko OOXBaTWB CTBOJ, 4yTOObI He ymacTh. Korma netu
MOJTHSUTUCH JTOCTaTOYHO BBICOKO, YMIJIbSIM COpBaJl C BETKHU sI0JIOKO — crenoe, KpacHoe, 0e3 eluHOoN



YEPBOTOUYMHKHU — U IIPOTSAHYJ €.

«Ha, 6epu», — ckasai oH.

I'maza y Hero ObUIM CBETJIO-KapHe, a KOTrja OH MOBOPAYMBAJ JUIO K COJIHITY, B HUX IUIACAIN
3€JIEHBIC UCKOPKH.

Ona motsiHynachk K S0J0KY, OJHAKO OH OTIEPHYJ PyKy M caM HAJAKyCHJI COYHBIN miog. A
IIOTOM UCKPHUBUJI I'yObl B IPUBBIYHOM HACMELNIMBON YXMBUIKE.

«[lonanace!» — 3acmesiics oOH.

benocHexka pa3o3awiiack U TOJKHYJIA €ro. YWIbsM IOTEPsUl PaBHOBECHE M CXBaTWIICS 3a
JIeBOYKY, yBJeKasi ee BHU3 3a coboi. OHu o0a ymanu u OOJBHO YHAPHIIUCH O 3€MIII0, a TOTOM
JIEKAIM, TSOKEIIO Abllla, U BAPYT OJUH U3 HUX 3acMestics. OHU He MOIJIM OCTaHOBHUTHCA: XOXOTaJIN
U XOXOTaJIH, KaTasich 10 3emiie. berocHe)xka HUKOTria He 4yBCTBOBala ce€0sl CUacTIMBEE.

W BoT Temeps, roApl CIyCTsA, OHA CHIENAa B XOJOAHOM TEMHHIIE W, 3aKpbIB IJIa3a, CTapalach
BCIIOMHUTb JUIO YUibsiMa. berocHekka He 3HaJIa, )KUB JIM OH WJIM K€ IOMaJl 32 CTEHAMH 3aMKa B
nanbl BOMHOB PaBeHHbsl. B mocnepHuit pa3 oHa BuJena €ro B HOYb II0CJIE CBajbOBI.
Bocnons3oBaBimmcs cyMaToxou, repuor X3MMOH/I 3aKMHYJI MaJb4MKa HA CIIMHY CBOEH JIOLIAIH, a
OJIMH U3 TEJOXpaHUTENEH repuora noaxsaTui benocHexxky. BueTBepom oHM IOcKakanu K BOpOTam
3aMKa, HaJIesCh YCKOJb3HYTh OT BparoB. Y WJIbsIM KpU4all, YTOObI OHU €Xalld ObICTpee, IOTOMY 4TO
peleTka Hayajga OIycKaThCs. beriensl ObLIM MOYTH y LENH, HO TYT CTpesla BOH3WIACh B IPylb
TEJIOXPAHUTENS], U OH ymnai ¢ KoHs. KoHp nomsituics, numuB benocHeXKy 11aHca Ha CHAceHHeE.
I'epuor ¢ YunbsMOM Cymelu MPUTHYTHCS U B TMOCIEIHUNA MOMEHT IPOCKOUYMIIM IO PEUIETKOH, a
JIEBOYKA OCTAJIACh 10 ATY CTOPOHY BOPOT.

Yunesam rpomko 3Ban ee. OHa ciplllajia, KaK OH YMOJISUI OTL@ BEPHYTHCS, HO IIBOP YXKeE
KMILET NPU3pavyHbIMU BOMHAaMU. TelNOXpaHUTENb, CKOPUYMBILKCH, JEXKald Ha 3emiie. berocHexkKy
CXBaTWJIM M MOTALIUIN 0OPaTHO B 3aMOK, @ YWIIBbSM M repLor yMYaJIUCh IPOUb.

HeoxxnnanHo cHU3y pas3jaaics 3ByK LIAroB. bernocHexke, ¢ €€ YyBCTBUTEIbHBIM CIyXOM, OH
II0KA3aJICsl pacKaTaMy TPOMa.

— Beimyctute MeHst! — Kpuuyaja Kakas-TO JAEBYIIKA, M €€ TOJIOC TYJIKO Pa3HOCWICS IO
KaMeHHOMY Kopunopy. — Cracute mens!

benocHexka BcTasa u nojonuia K asepu. OHa npukaia JULO K PrKaBbIM MPYThSIM PELIETKH,
IBITAsICh XOTh YTO-HUOYIb PA3risiieTh. B ceBepHOIi OaltHe peko cuaenu Apyrue 3akitouyeHHble. 3a
JIecsITh JIET OHa BUJENa BCEro Tpoux. VX nepxanu 3/1ech nepes Ka3Hblo, a MIOTOMY HMPOObUIM OHU
TyT Heponro. Ilokunoro MyX4uHy, JIET IIECTUACCATH, MONMalIM HAa BOPOBCTBE IIPUIIACOB W3
MOBO3KHU C MPOJ0BOJILCTBUEM. OH MpoBes B OalllHE BCEr0 HECKOJIBKO YacoB, a 3aTE€M €ro Ka3HWIH.
Crapuk OBLT Tak »E€CTOKO HM30MT, YTO HE MOI Ja)ke pa3roBapuBaTh. /[Boe Ipyrux Toxe He
3aJIepKalKCh B Y3UJIHILIE.

ITo xopunopy, rpoxoua camnoramu, Tornan conaar. OH Tammi 3a co00H IOHYIO IEBYLIKY, YyTh
nomiaaie benocHexku. Ha ee okpyrioM OieaHOM JMIE CHSUIM IIMPOKO MOCAaKEHHBIE TOIyOble
ria3a. Beromyecs CBETIIBIE BOJIOCHI NAAaly €i Ha cruHy. [leByllika mblTanack BBIPBATbCS U3 PYK
conpaara, Ho TuieTHo. OH Opocuin ee B kamepy U 3amep. bernocHexkka yciblinana, Kak LIEIKHYI
3aMOK.

Conpat nomien nNpoys 1Mo KAMEHHOMY KOPUJIOPY, OTOM CITYCTHUJICS BHM3 10 JecTHHIE. CTyK
€ro I1aroB IOCTENEHHO 3aMmep. bellocHekka mojokjana, MOKa BCE CTUXHET, W TOJIBKO TOTIa
OTBa)KUJIaCh 3arOBOPUTH.

—Dit! — mo3Bana ona. M ymuBmiach 3BYKY COOCTBEHHOro rojoca. OHa KalUIsHylIa H
cnpocuia: — Kak te6st 30ByT?

benocHe)xka HaKJIOHUIIA TOJOBY, CTapasiCh PaCCMOTPETh AEBYIIKY, CKPBIBIIYIOCS B TI1yOHHE
KaMmephl. Yepe3 HEeCKOIbKO CeKyHJ Ta mojouuia Onrke. CMaxHyB clie3bl CO LIEK, OHA MPHXKalach
JIMLIOM K NIPYThSAM PEIIETKH.

— 51 Po3a, — THX0 OTBETHIJIA AEBYIIKA.

benocHexka onepHyna pBaHoe Iuarbe. Ilocie CTONBKMX JIET 3aKJIIOUEHUS €l OCTaBaloCh
TOJIBKO JIOTaJIbIBaThCS O TOM, KaK OHA BBIMVISIAUT. Y Hee BeAb HE ObUIO JaKe IIETKH, YTOOBI
IIpUYECcaTh BOJIOCHI.



— Kak Tb1 31€ch oKkazanach? — cupocuiia benocHexka. — Yem gocaauia PaBenne?

Po3a, nokauas ronoBoM, omycTHIIa IJ1a3a, MOJIHBIE CIIE3.

— 51 He chenama HHYETO TaKOTO, — OTBETWJIAa OHA.— 3abpanu Bcex JEBYIIEK W3 Halei
nepeBHU. Sl xorena yoexaTh U CIIpATAThCs B 3aMKe Tepriora XaMMOHIa, HO MeH moimanu. ...

— I'epuiora? — apoxamium roocom nepecrnpocuia bernocuexka. — OH KuB?

— Ma, — monrBepamwia Po3a. — B ero 3amke B Kapmartane Halim npuioT Bce Bparu PaBeHHBI.

VY BenocHexxkH nepexBaTuiio Apixanue. OHa ObUIa yBepeHa, 4TO ¢ MOMOIIBI0 YEPHOH Maruu
PaBeHHa JaBHBIM-IaBHO HalUIa repuora u YuibsMa. JleBylika He COMHEBalach B TOM, YTO OHU 00a
y’K€ MEPTBBI.

— OH 4T0, NO-NpeXXKHEMY CpakaeTcs Mo 3HaMEHaMH MOEro oTua’?

Po3a okuHyna ee B3MUIAI0M, 3aMETUB U CIIyTaHHBIE BOJIOCHI, U I'psi3HblE KosieHu. Ha mogone
maaThsl DBENoCHEeXXKM 3UsUIM JbIpbl, KOTOPbIE OHA MbITAJach MPUKPBITH JaJOHAMH, XOTS [0
CETO/IHSIIIHErO AHS MPAKTUYECKU HE 3aMeuaa ux.

— Heyxenu Bbl... KoposeBckas aoub? IIpuHiiecca? — OTKpbpIB OT YAMBIEHUS POT, CIIPOCHUIIA
Poza.

benocuexka kuBHyna. B riazax ee 3akumenu cie3bl. OOpa3 repiora COXpaHMJICS JIUIIb B
BOCIIOMHMHAHHUAX JETCTBA. JleByllika MOMHWIA, KaK OH CHJEJI 3a CTOJIOM pAIOM C OTIOM U
HEECTECTBEHHO IPOMKO CMesuIcs ero myrkam. Kak olHUM JJOBKUM JABUKEHUEM NOJHUMAI Y UIIbIMa
u caxan cebe Ha miueun. OHa MOMHHMIIA, KaK CMOTpesa Ha YWiIbsIMa, U OH Ka3ajucs €d cambIM
0obpIIUM yesoBeKOM Ha cBeTe. OHa Bcerja 3aBUIOBajia TOMY, YTO OH MOXKET JOTPOHYTHCS 10
MIOTOJIKA.

—Ham o00bsaBunu, uro korga PaBeHHa 3axBaTuia KOpOJEBCTBO, TO YOWMIIM BCEX, KTO
Haxoawics B 3aMke. Kak Bam ynanocs yueners? — nogusuiach Poza.

benocuexka omyctuna ronoBy. OHa He >kenajia BO3BpAaIIaThCcs K COOBITUAM TOM YKacHOM
HouM. K oTBparurensHOMY 3amaxy KpoBW BO ABope 3amka. K Toi munHyte, korga @uHH noBen ee
CHayaJla MO JJMHHOM Y3KOH JIECTHHIIE, a 3aT€M [0 KOpUIOpY B TeMHuLly. J(ake mo mpouecTBuu
JIECSITH JIET OHA HE IMOHUMaJIa, noyeMy PaBeHHa B OCIEAHUI MOMEHT CMUJIOCTUBUIIACH HAJl HEM.

— A Yunbsam? — cupocuna benocHexka. [lepen ee rmazamu BHOBb BOZHHUKJIO JIMIIO Majb4HKa.
Ero rmaza, kak Toraa, cMOTpesid Ha Hee CKBO3b BeTBH 510J10HU. — ChiH repriora? OH KuB?

— Jla, mpuHIECCA, — CXBATMBIIMCH 3a MNPYThbs PELIETKH, THXO ckazana Po3za. — OH Toxe
CpakaeTcsl MPOTUB 3aXBaTYMKOB. [IpociaBuics cBoMMU BHE3aMHBIMU aTakaMi Ha BOMHOB PaBeHHBI.
B nocnennee BpeMs s HUYEro 0 HEM He CIIbIIIaja, HO. ..

— YT0 3HAUUT «B NOCIEeAHEE BpeMsi»? — pepBaiia ee benocHexka.

Yunbsm OblT Tam, 3a CTEHaAMH 3aMKa, U Japaicsa ¢ Bparamu. K neBylike BHOBb BEpHYJIACch
Hajzexaa. ['epuora ¢ YunpsiMoMm OHa cuMTajia MPaKTHYECKU WIeHaMu ceMbu. Bo3MoXkHO, a7 Hee
elle He Bce MoTepsiHo. Bo3MoxkHO, apMuio PaBeHHBI CKOPO Pa300bIOT.

— C nmonroja Uiy 4yTh JOJIbLIE, — YCTABUBIIUCH B CHIPOM KaMEHHBIH 110J1, oTBeTUIa Po3a.

benocHexxka Tspkeno B3noxHyina. Her, He Bce motepsiHo. bopn0a mpopomkanace. Jlronu He
XOTEJIM YCTyHaThb YEpPHBIM CHJIaM, 3aXBaTHUBIIMM OTLIOBCKOE KopoJjieBcTBO. OHa cMmaxHylna
KAaTHUBILHUECS IO LIEKaM CIIE3bI.

— Yo ¢ Bamu, npuHLecca? — 3adecnokouniach Poza.

— Bce xopoio, He BomHy#Hcs, — ynblOHynach benmocHexka. PoOkuii, HO MOMHBIA HaIEKIbI
CMEILIOK copBajics ¢ ee I'y0. — Sl 7aBHO He ObuIa Tak CYACTIMBA.

2

PaBeHHa cuzjena Ha TpOHE, TOPJIO OTKMHYB TOJIOBY, YBEHYaHHYIO KOPOHOM C OCTPBIMHU
3yOuamu. 3070TUCTBIE KOCHI PaBeHHBI ObUIM yNokeHblI Ha 3aTbuike. [lepen xoposeBoit cTosu ee
reHepainbl. JlecsATKku cBeuell MepLalu BOKpYT, HarpeBas BO3AYX B XOJOJHOM KaMEHHOM 3alle.
I'enepan no npo3suity YepHsiid Poitapp, 00maueHHbIH B OyecTsIue YepHbIe JOCIEXH, TPOMOKHYI
HOCOBBIM IUIATKOM MOKpBIA OT moTa j00. OH HAcTOJIBKO MpOMUTaNcs 3amaxoMm 0o0s, 4yto PaBeHHa
HEZ0BOJIBHO TOMOPILMIACH, OLYTUB UCXOSIIYIO OT HETO BOHb.



— Ha oxpaune TemHOro sieca qeiCTBYIOT pa3pO3HEHHBIE OTPsAIbI IOBCTAHIIEB, — CKa3all OH U
TKHYJI TAJIBLIEM B OIYIIKY TE€MHOro Jieca Ha KapTe KOpOJIEBCTBA, KOTOPYIO PAa3BEPHYJ I'€HEpall ¢
OTHEHHO-PBDKMMHU BoJIocaMu. beckpaiiHue jgecHble MPOCTOPBl OBUIM HACTOIBKO OMACHBI, YTO HUKTO
HE OTBAXKUBAJICS 3aXOJUTh BIIIyOb. — 31ech U 31ech. Ho OT HUX He Tak MHOro Bpena. Mbl 3arHanu
BOMCKO repuora X3MMOH/IA B I'OPbI, OJJTHAKO €ro ykpereHus B Kapmarane noka HEpUCTYIIHBI.

KoponeBa morsHynach K damie, 4TO CTOsJIa Ha CTOJIE BO3JIE TpOHA. TaMm Jiexanu ISATh
MEPTBBIX NTUYEK CO BCIOPOTBIMM KMBOTaMH. PaBeHHa 3amycTuia nanablbl BHYTPbh OJHOW U3 HUX,
BBITAILLIMJIA KPOLIEYHOE CEPALIE Pa3MEPOM C TOPOLIMHY U IOJIOKHIIA B poT. Cliaakas CTpyiiKa KpoBU
IIOTEKJIA 10 3aHEM CTEHKE ropiIa.

— HauunaiiTe ocany, — mpukasasia OHa, IPOJOJIKAsi CMAKOBATh HEXKHOE MsCO.

Briepen BeicTynun apyroit renepan. Ero nuno ykpamana rycras 6opoja, U pocTOM OH ObUI
ITOHMKE OCTAJIbHBIX.

—Topsl u nec obecneunBalOT UM OE3YNPEUYHYIO 3alUTY, MOS KOpPOJIEBA, — 3aMETWJ OH,
HEPBHO CXKMMasl U pa3Kumasl pyKHu.

PaBenna Bcrama, MaHTHs yhajga Ha TOJ, W BCE YBUAETH CEepeOpPHUCTO-30J0TOE IUIATHE,
IIEpEIMBaBIICECS NIPU KaKIOM e€ JBIKeHuu. OHa HMYYTh HE M3MEHWIAch 3a JaecAThb JieT. Koxka
ObuTa HEXKHOHM W TJIaIKOHM, Ha JUIe He ObI0 HU MOpIIMHKH. OHa BBHITJISI/IENa Jake MOJIOXKE, YeM
TOrJa, KOrja BCTpeTuiIach ¢ kopoisieM. I'on oT roga PaBeHHa craHoBuiIach TONbKO Kpacusee. Bpems
OBbLIO HE BIIACTHO HAJ HEH.

Omna pe3Kko HaKJIOHWJIAaCh BIIEPE]], HACTABUB HA T'€HEpalla yKa3aTeJIbHbIN Nallell.

— 3HauuT, BeIMaHuTe repuora orryna!l CoXrure Bce ACPEBHHU, KOTOPBIE €0 MOIEPKUBAOT.
Ortpasure ux konoauel. Hacanure ronoBbl HEOKOPHBIX HAa IUKU U YKPAachTe UMM JOporu!

UYepnslii Peiaps BCTanm mepesn BbI3BaBIIMM TIHEB PaBeHHBI TIeHepalioM, CIOBHO XOTEll
3aLUTUTB €TO0.

— Mos koponeBa, — CKIOHUB TOJIOBY, CKa3ajl OH,— OHM HamajgaroT Ha Hac. [loBcraHisl
YHUYTOXKAIOT HAIllK 3aachl IPOAOBOJIBCTBH. ['THOMBI rpalsAT MOBO3KH C JIEHbIaMH.

PaBenHa Obuta O0JbIlIe HE B CHJIaX BCErO ATOro TeprneTh. OnpaBaaHUsl, BEUHbIE OIPABIAHUS.
Ona BbIXBaTHIJIA yKa3Ky U3 pyku UepHoro Peinapst u ¢ pasmaxy CTyKHYJIa €ro 110 HOr'aM.

—'HOMBI?! — BOCKIIMKHYJIAa KOpOJ€Ba, HacjaxAaschb INIyXUM 3BYKOM OT yapa JepeBa I0
MeETaJLTy. — DTO XK€ MOIyIoau!

UYepHnbslii Pointaps nmokavan rosioBoil. OH CHSUT METANIMYECKUH 1IJIEM U yOpaul co j16a BOJIOCHI.

— Korpma-to onn Obimn 01aropoJHBIMH BOMHAMH, MOSI KOPOJIEBA, — CIOBHO OIIPaB/IbIBAsICH,
npou3Hec OH. — MBI CXBaTWJIM JBOUX MOBCTaHIEB. UTo HaMm ¢ Humu nienath? KasHuTs?

PaBeHHa ycMexHynach, NOTSHYJIACh K Yalle ¢ NTUIAMM W BBITAIIWIA ele ogHo cepAane. OHa
pa3keBalla €ro U ¢ yI0BOJIBCTBHEM MPOTIIOTHIIA COYHOE MSCO.

— Her, — oTBeTnna oHa. — S xouy cama ux gonpocuts. IIpuseaure ux crona.

UYepnslii Peilapp mogasl curxan cojjaTy, CTOSBIIEMY Ha yacax B JAJIbHEM KOHIIE TPOHHOTO
3ayia. TOT MIHOBEHHO HCY€3 32 MACCUBHBIMU JEpPEBIHHBIMU ABepbMU. PaBeHHa pa3apaxeHHO
pacxaxuBaia B3aJl M BHepeln mnepea renepaiamMu. OHa HE JOMYCTUT, YTOOBI €€ KOPOJIEBCTBO
3aXBaTHIIM MATEXHHUKH. ['1e ObI OHUM HU NpATAIUCh, OHA HaWaeT ux. M1 He OocTaHOBUTCS, MOKa HE
YHUYTOXKHUT BCEX A0 OJHOTO. MIX IepeBHNU TOJKHBI CrOPETH J0Tia, 4 IETH — CTaTh €€ INICHHUKaMU.
KoneuHo, Ha 3TO yiiieT BpeMs, HO OHa J100beTcsi cBoero. Haslo TOJNBKO COXpaHUTh KpacoTy W He
TEPATh CBOEH CHUJIBI.

PaBeHHa BBIMJISIHYJIa M3 OKHA, YTOOBI MOCMOTPETh, YTO MPOMCXOJUT 3a CTEHOM 3aMKa.
KpecTpsine komommimuch B Kydax OTOpOCOB, BBIMCKHBasi 4TO-HHOyIb cbheroOHoe. JKenmuna c
TPYAHBIM MIIQJIEHIIEM Ha pPyKax C HCTOLIHBIM KPHUKOM OTHMMAaJla y CTOSIBILIETO HENOJAAJIEKY
MajbuyraHa KYpUHYIO KocTb. PaBeHHa, mIypma OJNeCTAIIMMH METaJUIMYECKUMHU OOKaMu,
Habmoxana 3a HuMH. Korna-to onn ¢ @uHHOM Toke 6eacTBoBaiy. OHU OBUIM HUIIMMU LbITaHAMU
¢ kuOuTKOI BMecTo oma. 1 uro caenan koposnb? OH He NOIAAUI TOTJa AaXKe KEHILINH, TOCUNTaB
ux npenarenasiMu. PazBe oHa He cTana OoJiee BETMKOIYITHBIM NIPaBUTEIEM, YeM OH?

Bepnysmuiics conaart Tanui 3a co0oil 1ByX MJIEHHUKOB. Y TOT0, YTO MocTapiile, ObUIN ce/ible
BOJIOCHI U TNIyOOKHe CKJIaaKH Bozjie pra. OAuH I71a3 y HEero 3amibul U mokpacHen. Ha pyke 3usina



KpOBOTOYAIasl paHa. BTOPBIM IUICHHUKOM OKa3aJCsi KPaCUBBIM MOJIOJOM MAapeHb, BIBOE MOJIOXKE
nepBoro. PBanas pybaxa He Morya CKpBITh HIMPOKUX IJIed M penbedHbix Mbimi. EMy, moxoxe,
yJ1aJ0Ch OCTAThCS LENBIM U HEBPEAUMBIM.

PaBenna caenana mar Brnepen. O0a IUIEHHUKA JIEP3KO MOJHSJIM HA Hee TJa3a, B KOTOPBIX
ropeil BHyTpeHHu# oronb. Ctapiinii AepHYJICs, IONBITaBIINChH BBIPBATHCSA U3 PYK COJIaTa.

—3a BpeMs Balllero MpaBJeHUS Mbl NOTEPsUIM Bce, — Opocu oH B juuo PaBenne. — Mbl He
OCTaHOBUMCSI, ITOKa HE 0CBOOOIUM KOPOJIEBCTBO.

— He Bce, — Bo3pasuna PaBeHHa, paccmaTpuBasi CTOSBILIETO PSAAOM C HUM KPacMBOIO HapHs. —
Ot10 Beap TBOM chiH? Kak Thl cMeelllb Tak HEMOUTUTEIBHO Pa3roBapyBaTh CO CBOEH KOPOJIEBOM?

Omna B3su1a OHOIIY 32 MOAOOPOAOK M 3arJIsIHYJa B €ro cepble, Kak KaMeHb, Inaza. PaBeHHa
IIOTJIa/IUjIa FOHOIIY I10 IIIEKE, U OH HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHUI TEPIEINBO CHOCUJI €€ JIACKy, HO 3aTeEM
OJIHUM PE3KUM JIBH)KEHHEM OTTOJIKHYJ COJ/1aTa, BBIXBAaTWJI Yy HEro KHHXXKAJI M BCAAWI B IPYyIb
KOpPOJIEBE.

B 3ane Bonapunach tuinHa. Bee B3rsapl ObUTH MPUKOBAHBI K KUHXKaly. PaBeHHa ¢ Tpyaom
caepxkana cMex. OHa jake HUYEro He NOYyBCTBOBaja. biaromaps mojaydyeHHOW OT mMaTepu cuie
OHa OblJIa HACTOJBKO HEYSI3BMMA, YTO HU OJIMH CaMbIi OCTPBHIN KIMHOK HE MOT JIMIIUTH €€ KU3HHU.
PaBenHa BbITammiaa kMHxai u3 rpyau. OTBepcTue ToTyac *e 3aTsaHysoch. M3 Hero He BBITEKIIO HU
Kar KpoBu. OT paHbl HE OCTaJOCh U ciena. Tam, rae TOJBKO 4TO TOpyad KIMHOK, KO)Ka CHOBA
ObLTa OE3yIPEYHO TIIAIKOMH.

[Tapens B yxxace cmotrpen Ha PaBeHny.

— Heyxenu Tbl X0Ten YOUTHh CBOIO KOPOJEBY? — INPUILYPUB TOIyObl€ TJ1a3a, CIPOCHIIa OHA U
[IOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK B HEH 3akumaer rHeB. CMEMMBasCh C MYyJbCUPYIOLIEH B JKUJaX KPOBBIO, OH
JieNiaj ee elle cuiibHee, 4yeM Ipekae. — Thl KpacuB U oTBaxeH. Ho HacCKoJIbKO BBIHOCIMBOE y TeOs
cepue? — npoluIesna KopoieBa IOHOIIE B YXO.

Omna nonoxuia pyky emy Ha rpyzap. JIumo napss uckazuiaoch. OH MONBITAJICS CAENaTh Iar
Ha3aJl, HO KOJJIOBCKHE Yapbl KOPOJIEBHI Mapaiu3oBaiu ero. OHa criblliana, Kak ObeTcs ero cepaie,
U 3TOT 3BYK DXOM OTJABAJICS y HEE B yIIax, HapacTas C KaKIOM CEKyHAOW. I'ne-To psaom orer
IOHOLIM yMOJIsi1 ee o nomane. Ho oHa He moHMmana ero ciioB. PaBeHHa ynuBasach CBOMMH
MaruyecKUMH 4YapaMmy, 3aKpYXUBLIMMH €€ B HEUCTOBOM BOJoBOpoTe. OHa OTKJIOHWIACH Ha3al,
COCPENOTOUYUB KOJIJIOBCKYIO CHJIy B KOHUMKAX MAJIbLEB, U CEPALE ApHs 3aCTy4alI0 CUIIbHEE.

«bsicTpee», — moxymaina PaBeHHa, U cep/ilie 3aK0JI0TUIIOCH OBICTpEE.

«bbIcTpee», — MOBTOpsiJIa OHa Npo ceds, U CepAlle BBHIOIHSIIO ee Mpukasbl. [lay3sl Mexay
yZlapaMH MCUe3Ji, 3BYK CTaJl TAKUM TPOMKHUM, YTO YK€ OrJIyllall KOpPOJEBY.

HOnoma cnoBHO 06e3ymen. ['1a3a ero BbuIe3nu U3 opOUT U oKpacHe . PaBeHHa BBIIOXHYA
u cocpegorouniachk. OHa omrymiana cep/ie IHOIIM B CBOEH JIaJJOHU, KaK eclii Obl IPOHUKIIA EMY B
rpyab. OHa crana crubaTh Manblbl, MEAJIEHHO CXKUMas MX B Kynak. JIMIO IOHOIIM MCKAa3MIOCh OT
6omu. [lynbcarus COOCTBEHHON KPOBH oriyiaia ero. M cep/iie B KOHIIE KOHIIOB HE BBIZEPKAIO U
pasopBanocs. FOHOmA 3amMepTBO pyXHY’n Ha noJ. OTern OmycTWICS pAJOM C HUM Ha KOJECHHU U
MIPUHSIICSA Pa3MUHATh IPy/b CbIHA B 0€3YCIHEIIHOM MOMBITKE 0KUBUTH €TO0.

OuHH 3aHec HaJ CTApUKOM Med, HO PaBeHHa ocTaHoBHIIA OpaTa.

—Her. Ilyctb BepHeTcs K TepuHOTY M PAacCKaXET O BEJIUKOAYIIUU KOPOJIEBBI, —
YCMEXHYBIIINCH, CKa3ajla OHAa U MOKUHYJIa TPOHHBIH 3aJ1.

®uHH KuHyNcs ciaenoM. Kaxnaplid mar naBaiics PaBenne ¢ tpyaom. bpar noanep:xkusan ee,
nomoras uatH. Eil kazamoch, OyATO U3 JErKUX BBIKAYAIM BeCh BO3AYX. HOTM MOIKaIIMBAIKCH,
wieun cyTyawinch. OHa MOYYBCTBOBAja, KaK KOXKa Ha JIMIE HENMPUITHO HATAHYJACh, a 3aTEM OHO
BJIPYT OKPBUIOCH CETOYKOW TOHKUX MOPIIHUH.

Bbpar ¢ cectpoit He OOMEHSUTHCh HU CIOBOM, TOKa HE JO0Opaluch J0 €€ MOKoeB. PaBeHHa
ynaja B KpPeclio, ¥ IbIXaHUE €€ HAKOHEI] CTaJIO BEIPABHUBATHCS.

OUHH NPUCTATBHO TOCMOTPEIN Ha CECTPY.

— 3a KOJITOBCTBO MPUXOAMUTCS IJIATUTH BBICOKYIO LIEHY, — OCTOPOKHO 3aMETHII OH.

PaBenHa B3rIsHyna Ha cBOM pyku. Ha HUX HOABWINCH TeMHO-KOpU4YHEBBIe MsTHa. Koka
CTaJia MOX0Ka Ha MEePraMeHT.



— U ¢ xaxapIM pa3oM IIeHa BCe BBIIIE, — cKa3ana oHa. M maxe sTa kopoTkas (paza yromunia
ee.

Tenepp ona 3Hana. Beskuii pas, Korga €l NpUXOAUIIOCH IYCKaTh B XOJ CBOK CHILY, OHA
ctapena. [lenp 3a nHeM oHa Bena cpaxeHue. Ho el Henmb3st Obulo moka3biBaTh ciabocTh. OHa,
KOpOJIeBa, JOJKHA OblIa JIepKaTh MOAIAHHBIX B TPENETe, YTOOBI HUKTO HE JOTaIalcs, KaKk OBICTPO
ucyesaet ee BouedcTBo. M ceifuac cyiiecTBoBal TONBKO OJMH CIIOCOO BOCCTAHOBUTDH CHUJIBL.

— Wnmu, — mnoiimaB B3rnsgy @unna, Benena Papenna. — IlpuBenu MHE KOTO-HUOYb.
Hemennenno.
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Korna Opar BepHyicsi, PaBeHHa crosuia, COrHYBIIMCh, M Jepkajach 3a creHy. OHa He
ocMeNuiIach MOCMOTpeTh Ha cebs B 3epkano. OHa He BbIHECNHA OBl CTOJb YXKACHOTO 3pEUIIA.
I'myGokue MOpIIMHBI 3aJerId BOKPYI pTa W Bo3ie rna3. Jpsbnas koxka Ha Ilee HaljblBala Ha
OpWILITMAHTOBOE 0XKEPEIIbeE.

— 51 nawen g teds nekapcTBo, — ckazan duuH. PaBeHHa oOepHynach M yBujena mepes
coboif Mosioayro AeBymiky. OUHH CMOTpEN Ha CECTPy C JOBOJBHOW yXMBUIKOW: — Pa3Be ecth
4TO-IM00 NMpeKpacHee po3bl?

Po3a noneitanace BelpBaThea u3 nenkux jan @uuHa. Ee HexHast mepcukoBasi KOka CIOBHO
CBETUJIAaCh. Y AEBYILKU OBLIM IIMPOKO pacCTaBJICHHbIE rOayOble IJ1a3a U CBETIIbIe BOJIOCHL. PaBeHHa
JIOBOJILHO YNBIOHYJach. JleByIIKe HE MCIIONHMWIOCH enle U ceMHannaru. OHa Obuta... 6e3ynpeyHo
XOpomia.

—Uro Bam oT MeHsa Hano?! — Bckpuuana Po3a, mpomoinkast BEIPBIBATECS M3 XKEIIE3HBIX PYK
®uHHa.

PaBenna npubim3niack K Hed, U 3BYK €€ [IaroB 3XOM pa3Heccs 10 KaMEHHBIM NokosiM. OHa
HYX/ajach B 3TOM 0o0Jblie, 4eM B ueM Obl TO HU ObL10. M HE TOJIBKO I TOro, YTOOBI BO3BPATUTh
MOJIOJJOCTh W SHEPTHUI0, HO M JJISi TOTO, YTOOBI BEPHYTh CIIOCOOHOCTH YIPABISATH KOPOJIEBCTBOM.
«la, — noxymana PaBeHHa, moJiHOCS PyKY K 1Iee AeBYIIKH. — JIFOAsIM Hy»Ha UX KOPOJIEBay.

OnHa COMKHYNa TaibIbl Ha IIee NeBYMKH. Po3a OTKphIIa POT, MBITAasACh 3aKpHUYaTh, HO HE
cyMmena M3/1aTh HU 3BykKa. A PaBeHHa omlymiana MOJIOAOCTb, OypJidllyl0 B Tejle KpacaBHIIb,
WUCTOYHHUK HHEPTUH, KOTOPBIA TOJNBKO M JKJaJl, YTOOBI €ro BBITYCTWIM Ha BoOi0. PaBeHHa
3allpOKMHYJa TOJOBY, M CHUJa IOHOCTU XJbIHYl1a U3 TyO Po3bl B ee ’kagHO OTKpPBITBIH pOT,
pacTekasch 1O BceMmy Teny. PaBeHHa TOYYBCTBOBajia, KaK MOJIOJICET WM HATSATHUBAETCA KOXKa.
Bo3pacTHele mATHA Ha pyke, CXKUMaBIIEH Topio MAEBYIIKHM, Hcye3nd. [lmeunm mnocreneHHO
pa3BepHyNIUCh. PaBeHHa BBINPSMWIACH, TOYYBCTBOBAB OTHEHHYIO Tyjbcaluio BHyTpH. OHa
HUKOTJ]a HE YMPET, HUKOTJ]a HE COCTAPUTCS, HUKOT'/1a HE YyTPATUT CBOIO KPacoTy.

Korna Bce 0b110 KOHUeHO, PaBeHHa oTnyctmina aeBymiky. Po3a ynana Ha koneHu. Pyku ee
CKprOUMmInCh. JIMIIO BBICOXJIO M cMopuIwiIoch. Bomocsl moTyckHenu M mocexenu. Ha momy,
CrOpOMBIINCH, CHJETIa BOCBMHUIECATUIICTHAS cTapyxa. OT ObUIOH KpacoTbl W MOJIOJOCTH HE
OCTaJIOCh U ClIeAA.

PaBenna 6pocuiia Ha OpaTa BOCTOpP>KEHHBIHN B3I, Jlaxe OH sIBHO TOMOJIOIEN, BOOpaB B ceOst
4acTh OOHOBJICHHOH cUJIbI cecTphl. PaBeHHa cMoTpena B uio PuHHa, B ouepeJHON pa3 yoexaasch
B TOM, YTO MaTh JCHCTBUTEIHHO COEJIMHWIA WX MarmdecKMMH y3amu. Ero koxa wH3irydana
3JI0pOBbE, TJ1a3a CUsIIM HOBBIM cBeToM. DUHH Kazacs elle CuiibHee, yeM paHblie. JIbHsaHas pybaxa
KpacHuBO 00Jieraia ero MOIIHBIE TUICUH.

PaBeHHa He HCHBITHIBANA K JEBYIIKE a0OCONIOTHO HHUKaKoW jxanocTH. OHa 4yBCTBOBaa
TOJIBKO CJIaJIKOE€ ONbsSHEHHE, HAcTylaBllee BCAKHI pa3, KOrja oHa 3adupaiia 4yXykl MOJOJOCTb.
Huuro He Morno ee ocraHoBuTh. OHa Oblla YMHEE caMOr0 MYJIpOro 4eJOBEeKa B KOPOJEBCTBE,
OTBaXHEE CaMOTO CBHUPENOr0 BOWHA W KpacWBEEe BCEX TeX JEBYIIEK, KOTOpBIE KOT/a-ITH00
IIpeJICTaBaIN Nepe]] ee rIa3aMu.

PaBenHna HampaBwiack B 3epKaNbHBIA 3an. Ei He Tepmenoch NOII00BAThCS CBOUM
oTpakeHHeM. My>KCKOI T0JIoC 3epKaJia TOJKEeH ObLI JIMIIb MMOATBEPIUTH TO, YTO OHA M TaK 3HaJA.



Eil xoTenock ycnplaTh €ro CHOBa, HATH yTEIIEHUE U YCIIOKOSHUE B BOJIIIECOHBIX CIIOBAX.

— 3epkalio, 3epKajio, MOJIBH MHE CKOpEid, — Hayajia OHa, — KTO 3/IeCh Kpallle BCeX, KTO MUJen?

PaBeHHa cmoTpena Ha ONECTSIIYIO MOBEPXHOCTh. Ilynbc ee ydacTuics, Korja 3epKaio,
MEJIEHHO pacTasiB, CTEKJIO K €€ Horam M MpeBpaTHIIOCh B OpOH30BYIO cTarylo. PaBeHHa yBuzaena
CBOC OTPaXECHUE B JIMIIICHHOM COOCTBEHHBIX YEPT JIUIIE CTATYH.

— Mos koposeBa, — OTBETUJI MY)KCKOW Tojioc, — Thl Opocuia BBI30OB IMPHUPOJIE, OTHSB y Hee
OJIUH U3 €€ IpeKpacHeHmux miogoB. OAHaKo ceilyac B KOPOJEBCTBE €CTh JEBYILKA MPEKpacHEe
Te0s. 3-3a Hee U TaeT TBOS CHIIa.

Ho kto moxer ObITh mpekpacHee ee? Pa3Be oHa He 3a0pana IOHOCTb y CaMbIX KPacHBBIX
JeByliek koposieBctBa? Uto 310 3HaunT? Pyku PaBeHHbl cxxanuch B KyJaku. Het Hukoro kpacusee,
MOTYIIIECTBEHHEE M MOJIOXKe ee. 3epkayio omubiock. pyroro oOBSICHEHHS HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO.
Koponea 3atpsicnacs oT rHeBa. PagocTHoe Bo30ykieHHe, HAXJIBIHYBILIEE HA HEe MOCIe TOro, Kak
oHa 3abpaiia MooocTh Po3bl, 6eccieHo rcueso.

—Kro ona? Ha3oBu ums! — npuCTaJbHO BIJISABIBAsCh B CBOE OTPAKEHUE, IPOIIMIIENA
PaBeHHa CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yOBI.

— benocHexka, — OTBETUIIO 3€pKaJIo.

— benocHexxka? — CyJOpOoKHO CIVIOTHYB, mepecnpocuia PaBenna. — HyxHo Oblio youts ee
emie B AeTcTBe. Heykenn UIMEHHO OHa MOsI TOru0ensb?

Bpon3oBas crarys mogHecia pyKy K HOJ0OPOIKY U 33 JyMYHBO MOTIIaIAIIA €T0.

—Ho... B T0 xe BpeMs oHa TBoe 00rarcTBo, Mos Kopoiesa. Jlepkarh ee modau3ocTi ObUIO
MyApBIM pelieHueM. Beap 4McToTa M HEBUHHOCTH, YTO CHOCOOHBI T€0S YHHUYTOXHUTH, MOTYT
oka3aTbcsi U TBouM crnaceHneM. COXXMU B pykax ee cepiie, u Tebe HuKoraa Oonblie He
MOHAIOOUTCS 3a0UpaTh TyKYI0 MOJIOJOCTh. Thl HUKOTAA OOJIBIIE HE OYCeIIb CTAPETh WIN CIa0eTh.
TwI 0Operemb 6eccmepTHe. ..

PaBenna B3riisiHy/na Ha CBOM PYKH, MBITAACh MPEICTaBUTh, KAKOBO 3TO, HUKOT/Aa OOJIbIIIE HE
BUJIETh CTAPUYECKYIO0 KOXKY U MUTMEHTHBIE MsITHAa. KakoBO 3T0, HUKOT/Ia OOJIbIIIE HE 3abIXaThCS U HE
OIIYIIATh TPy3a MPOXKUTHIX JIET Ha TUIeUax?

KaxkoBo 3T0, 00pectu 6eccmeprue?

PaBenHa 10BOJILHO paccmesiach U, HE B CHJIaX OCTAHOBHUTHCS, CTajla XOX0TaTh Kak Oe3yMHasl.
benocuexka. EctectBenHo. Tonbko benocHexxka Oblia criocoOHa MPenoIHECTH €if TaKkoil moIapokK.
[Totomy-To ona, PaBenHa, u cmacima ee. OHa Bcerja 4yBCTBOBaJia 3TO. Mexay HUMH Bcerjaa
cylllecTBOBaJIa HeKas cBsA3b. 1 Tenepsr PaBeHHa nmoHsna ee CyTh.

— @unH! — 7aBACh OT cMexa, 3akpudaiia oHa. — [IpuBenu ko Mmue benocuexky!

PaBeHHa Bce cMesnach U cMeslach, YyBCTBYsl HeBeposiTHOe oOierdenue. OHa 3axmypuia
IJ1a3a, ¥ clie3bl MOTEKIIH 1Mo ee mekam. OHa Oyzaert kuTh BeuHo. [Ipocto HyxHO youTs benocHexky
1 3a0path ee cepAte. Tak mpocTo, Tak oueBUIHO. M Kak 3TO OHa caMa paHblie He Jorafanace?!

OTKpbIB HakoHeEI| TJia3a, PaBeHHa OOHapyXwmia, 4TO OpOH30Bas CTaTys CHOBa CcTala
OOBIKHOBEHHBIM 3€pPKajiOM, OTPa)KaBIIUM TOJIbIe CTeHBI. YelloBeK M3 3epKalia ucues, HO €ro clioBa
BCE €lIlI€ 3By4alli B €€ yIlax: Thl 00peTenb OeccmepTue. ..
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benocHexka nmpukanach JUIIOM K NpyThsM perieTku. Po3y yBenu uvac Hazana. benocHexka
BUjeNna, kak GUHH ¢ congaToM NOJIHSAIMCH 10 JIECTHULE M BBITALWIINA JEBYLIKY U3 KaMmepsl. Po3a
Kpudajia U OpbIKajach, TaK 4TO COJAATy MPUILUIOCH CXBaTUTh ee 3a Horu. M xak benocHexxka HU
yMOJIsiJIa UX OCTaBUTH JIEBYIIKY B IOKOE, OHU TIOBOJIOKJIM O€THSKKY BHU3.

JleBylika o4eHb Hajaesnach, 4To ¢ P0O30i HMYEro mioxoro He CIydwioch. Bce 3To mpocto
He/lopa3yMeHue, nbITajnach yoeauts cedst benmocHexka, u Po3y ckopo OTHyCTST, HE IPUYMHUB €
Bpena. Ho OecrnokoiCTBO He OCTaBIsUIO €€, Bedb OHa CIHUIIKOM Xopolo 3Hana PaBeHHYy.
benocHexky He MOKHIANO OLIYLIEHHE, YTO UX CETOJHSIIHUN pa3sroBOp ObUI MOCIEAHUM, B YeM OBl
Po3a Hu npoBuHMIACK, €ClIM OHA BOOOIIE B 4€M-TO TPOBUHUIIACH.

Mepsist maramu y3Kyro kamepy, benocHekka B oT4assHMHM JoMana pyku. Bce npoucxonsdinee



IUIOXO YKJIAIBIBAJIIOCH B ToJioBe. ['epnor X3MMOHI KUB. YWIbSM CpPa)KaeTcs MOJ 3HAMEHAMHU €€
orma. Cama MbICTh 00 YWIbsiMe M €ro OTIE JaBajia Hajexay. Kamepa temepb ka3ajgach TECHEeE.
benocHexke cran HEBBIHOCUM 3allax IUIECEHH, IIypLIaHUe TapakaHoB 1o HoyaM. OHa Tak cTpajaina
6e3 conmnua. ['ogamu apemaBmive 4dyBCTBa MpocHynuch. Eif 3axorenoch BBIOpaTbcs Ha BOIIO,
cOexarh M3 MPOMO3TIION TEMHUIIBI U OTHPABUTHCS Ha MOMCKH reprora XsMmMmona. Eil 3axorenocsh
CHOBa 0OpPECTH CEMBIO.

Ho Tyt X0x ee MbICiel HapyIIniI KaKOM-TO CBUCT. JleByllIKa IOBEPHYJIACh W yBHUJENIA IBYX
COPOK, MPUMOCTUBILKXCS Ha kKapHu3e. Co BpeMEH paHHEro JAeTCTBAa OHA MOMHUJIA 3TUX OCOOEHHBIX,
HU Ha KOro HE MOXO0XHUX NTUL. biecTsiiee yepHoe omepeHue Jenano UX XOpOILIO 3aMETHBIMU Ha
¢done cuzoro Heba. Y HUX ObUIM JJIUHHBIE XBOCTHI U OTJIMBAIOIIME MOPA3UTEIBHO SPKOM CHHEBOI
NEpHIIIKM Ha KpbUIbsaX. [ITuiel kuBanu benocHexke, CIOBHO 3TO OHA BbI3Baja MX C IOMOULIbIO
KaKON-TO Marn4ecKou CUJIbI.

JleBylika mojomuia K OKHY M NpHUHsUIACh HaOmonaTh. [ITHIBI B3MaxHYNIH KPBUIbSIMH, U
NeperBYAThIC CUHUE NIEPhS 3aUTPAJIM B JIy4aX COJIHIIA.

— BBl XOTHTE MHE YTO-TO CKa3aTh? — TUXOHBKO clipocuia bernocHexka, ramas mpo cebs, He
CJIMIIKOM JIM OHA pacdaHTa3zupoBanack. — UTo BeI 3/1€ch Aenaete?

Copoku 3ampslrajii M0 KapHU3y K CKaTy Kpbllid. KpoBenbHas ApaHka MecTamMy IPOTHMIIA.
UYepHblii 1eT0Th pa3MsIK OT coiHIa. berocHexke nmoTpedoBanack CeKyHIa, YTOObI 3aMETHTh MEXKTY
NTUYbUMU JIAIIKAMU KPOBEJIbHBIM TBO3b. OH TOpYan MO YIJIOM, M JAOTSHYTbCA JI0 HEro He
COCTABJISLIO TPYJa.

JleBylika IpoCyHy/Ia pyKy CKBO3b METaNIMYECKUE MPYThsl U B3slach 3a rBo3Ab. JIMHON OH
ObUI CaHTHUMETPOB BOCEMb, W HIDKHAA YacTh €ro MO-TIPEKHEMY cujena B nepeBe. bermocHexka
TOJIKHYJa TBO3[b BIIEpe/A, I[OTOM Ha3aJ, BIEpelI-Ha3ajl, BIEpeI-Ha3aJ U B KOHLE KOHIOB
XOpOILIEHBKO packayana ero. COpoku CHUENU Ha KPBIIIe MOOIU30CTH U CMOTPEIH, Kak OHa ObeTcs ¢
prkaBoi xene3sikoi. JleBylika yke IpakTUUeCKH BbITalllijla 'BO3/b, KOT1a U3 KAMEHHOT0 KOpUaopa
JIoHeccs 3BYK mmaroB. OHa yciplliajlia IpUIIyIIEeHHbIE BCXJIMIIbIBaHUS PO3bl U CKpuIl 1BepU B ee
kamepe. Po3a Ob1a sxuBa. Pagocts npunana benocuexke cui.

Copoku, NOYyBCTBOBAB OMACHOCTh, NIEPEJIETEIN Ha POCIIEe HEMOIAIEKy JAEPEBO.

— JlaBaii xe! [laBaii! — 6opmoTania bernocHexka cede mo HoC.

Omna nepHyia reo3ap co Beell cuibl. [lotom eme pa3. @UHH 3aXJI0NHYN ABEPh Kamepbl Po3bl.
JleBylka ycipliiana 3ByK NpuOimkaBInxcs maros. Tenepb oH men K Hell. bernocHexka nepHyina B
MoceHUil pa3, I'BO3/lb BBICKOUWJ, W JIeByIIKa ynajna Ha cnuHy. OHa 3a0panach Ha KpoOBaTbh,
HaTsHYJa Ha ce0sl OJIesI0 U CKajla B KyJlaKe p>KaBblil TBO3/Ib.

bernocHexka cnenana Bun, 0yaro kpenko cnut. @UHH ObLT yxke coBceM psigoM. Ero kabiayku
IPOMKO CTy4daJd O KaMeHHOMY noiy. HakoHenl oHa OTKpbLIa TIJla3a, CIOBHO TOJBKO YTO
IIPOCHYJIACh.

— 5 pa3dynun teda? — cnpocun OUHH U, NOBEPHYB KJIIOY B 3aMK€, BOIIEN B TEMHHUILY.

benocHexka nokaydasna roJloBoi U €Iie CHIbHEE CKajla TBO3]lb, HE ITIOHMMAsl, 4YTO Ha CEl pa3
HY)KHO €€ TIOPEMIIUKY.

— Bpl HUKOI/1a paHblle HE 3aXOJWIA KO MHE, — TUXO IIPOM3HECIIa OHA U NIOBEPHYJIA 3a)KaThlli B
pYyKe rBO3/Ib OCTPBIM KOHIIOM Hapyxy.

®uHH, OyATO 3a4apOBaHHBIN, MPUCTATBHO CMOTPEN Ha Hee. belocHeXKa H30rHyna ryobl B
€/1Ba 3aMETHOM YyJIbIOKe, CTapasich MOJMAaHUTh €0 B3IJIAIOM.

— KoponeBa He nmo3Bosuia, — 00bsICHUI OH. — OHa X0ueT, YTOObl Thl MPUHAAJIEKATA TOJIBKO
eil.

— 51 Goroch ee, — MpearnpuHsIa emle oJHy HOMBITKY benocHexka.

JleBymika Bo Bce rinasza pasmisiapiBasia @unna. Ero nuio HUYyTh HE M3BMEHMIIOCH C TOTO JHS,
KOIJla OHM BIIEpBBIE BCTPETUJIMCh Ha KOpOJEBCKOW cBajpOe. CBerinas koka PuHHA coxpaHsiia
IOHOIIECKYIO CBEKECTh. be3ynmpeuHo MOACTpUIKEHHbIE PYChle BOJIOCHI OBbUIM 3ayecaHbl BIIEpe,
YTOOBI CKPBITH CIUIIKOM OOJIBIION JI0O M 3a0CTPEHHBIN HOC.

@uHH MmarHya MoOMmKe M TPUMOCTHICS Ha Kpaemike KpoBaTd. bemocHexka TiyOoKo
ApllIalia, cTapasch COXpaHATh crokoicTBue. OHa cela Ha KpOBaTH, NMPH)KAaB KOJEHU K TPYAH,



MO-TIPE)KHEMY CTUCKHBAs B KyJIaKe I'BO3/b.

— TeGe He 0 yem BOJHOBATHCS, MPUHIECCA, — YCITOKOWIT ee OUHH U TOTPOHYJICS 10 €€ PYKHU. —
Bonbuie Te0st HE cTaHyT JAepKaTh B3alEpTH.

®duHH, KaKk Bceraa, ObLT B KaM30JI€ M3 YEPHOW KOXXH, TaKOW OJecTAIIeH, 4To B HEH, Kak B
3epKajie, OTPa)¥ajaoch JULIO benocHekku. BpICOKMiI BOPOTHMK 3akphiBai wier. JleBymka eme
CHJIbHEE C)KaJla PXKaBblil TBO3/Ib.

—Yro eli oT MeHA Ha/l0? — CIPOCHIIa OHA, TOIHSAB IU1a3a Ha PUHHA.

On octopoxkHo yOpan Bosiocsl ¢ nuna benocHexxku. ToJcThle Manblbl 3aJepKalich Ha €€
ckyne. JleBymike moTpeOoBaioch Bce caMo00jaaHue, 4ToObl HE IMOKa3aTh €My, HAaCKOJBKO ei
MIPETST €ro MPUKOCHOBEHUSI.

[ToToM OH omycTuia pyKy M BBIXBAaTWUJI M3 HOXKEH KuHXkall. Bce mpousonuio tak ObICTpo, 4TO
OHa He Cpa3y MOHsJIA, B YEM JIETIO.

— TBoe ropstuee cepaue, — orsetua OUHH, CkaB PyKOATh KMHXKalA.

benocuexka mocMoTpena Ha OnecTSIIMNA KIMHOK, 3aTE€M 3arjsiHyja B ero 0ecyyBCTBEHHbIE
r1aza. A IOTOM 3amMaxHyjlach U HEAPOTHYBIIEH pyKON BOH3WJIA I'BO3/b €My B IIEKY, pacliOpoOB €€
1o noadopoaka. M3 pansl moTekiia KpoBb, 00arpuB €ro MajbIllbl U 3aMayKaB MIEPCTIHOE OJIEANIO.

— UYro 161 HaTBOpMIIA? — poOOpMOTaNT OTOpoTeBIINil DUHH.

OHn mnomnbiTancs ObUIO BCTaTh Ha HOTH, HO benocHekka ¢ CHIION ynapuiia ero HOroi B OOK.
Ona copBaja BUCEBIIME Y HEro Ha Iosice KIOYUM M KHUHYnach K aepu. Ee cepaue OemieHo
KOJIOTUJIOCH OT CTpaxa.

JleBylika 3axJIOMHyNa 3a co0Oil IBEpb, M 3aMOK 3allENKHYJICA. 3aTeM OHa OpocuiIach K
teMHunle Po3pl u mompo6GoBana mepBblii ka4 u3 cBsi3ku. OH He mopomien. OHa BcTaBWia B
CKBa)KMHY BTOPOM KJIHOY, IOTOM TpeTui. 3aMOK He oTnHpaics. benocHexka npoBesa najabLeM 110
octaBIuMcs KiaroyaM. X Obl1o He MeHbIIIe copoka. B ropie y Hee mepecoxJio.

— Oxpana! — kpukHyn ®@uHH. — Oxpana!l

3a MeTaJUIMYeCKUMH TPYThsIMH [IOKa3ajJoch €ro OKpOBaBlIeHHOE JHIO. benocHexka
3aryisiHys1la B Kamepy Po3bl W yxkacHynack. Y JanbHEW CTEHbI CHJAENA cTapas >KEHIIMHA C
MOPUIMHUCTBIM JIUIIOM. JKecTKHe celible BOJIOCH Majfanu ei Ha cnuHy. Onera oHa Obliia B 3HAKOMOE
IUIaThe, MIMPOKO pacCTaBJICHHBIC TONyObIe IIa3a TOXKE HE M3MEHWINCh, HO y3HaThb Po3y ObuIO
IIPaKTUYECKH HEBO3MOXHO.

— beru! — Bemena e crapyxa, momxoas K pemierke. — berw, moxamyicra! OTO TBOWH
€MHCTBEHHBIH IIaHC.

benocHexka Opocuna Ha Hee NPOIIANBHBIM B3IV U OTAajNa €d KIYM. 3aTeM OHa
MOBEPHYJIaCh K Y3KOW JIECTHHIIE, CIHpaNbl0 yOeraBIlel BHU3, B IEHTPAIbHYIO YacTh 3aMKa.
JleBylika rmomyasnach, HEepenpbIriBas 4epe3 CTYNEHbKU, U C KaXKIbIM IMOBOPOTOM IOJIOBa y HeEe
KpyXHiach Bce cuibHee. [IpoGexxaB mociaeiHui IposieT, oHa 4yyTh He ynana. M naxe orcroga ObLTu
CHBIITHBI KpUKY DUHHA.

Ha tpetheM sTaxke 3aMka napuiia TuiMHa. bemocHexka cpa3zy Bce BCIOMHMIIA. B 3TOM Kpbuie
KWINA Tepror X5MMOHJ U YWIbSIM. 3J1€Ch Ha BCEX OKHaxX BHMCEIM TEMHO-OOpJOBBIE MOPTHEPHI, a
BO3JI€ JalbHEN CTEHBI CTOSUT pe3HOM JepeBsHHBbIM mKad. OHa OpHUEHTHUPOBANACh B KAXKIOW M3
KOMHAT, CIIOBHO B CBO€il coOcTBeHHOW. benmocHexka HarmpaBuiiach B HMPOTHUBOMOJIOXKHBIA KOHEI
Kpbllla, HO TYT YBHUJENla, YTO HaBCTpedy el OeryTr JgBa OXpaHHHUKA C OPYKHEM Ha H3TOTOBKY.
JleBylIka moHslJIa, UYTO OHU YK€ 3HAIOT O ee mooere.

— Jlepxu ee! — KpUKHYJ OJIMH U3 HUX U pUHYJICA K benocHexkke.

Omna 6e3 ornsaxku nmobexana oOpaTHO Ha JIECTHUILY U 3amepia ABepb Ha 3acoB. OXpaHHUKHU
MPUHSIIMCH KOJIOTUTH B JiBeph. JlepeBo Tpemano noj ux yaapamu. J[eByiike Hy>KHO ObLIO MOnacTb
BO /BOp. TaM oHa cMoriyia Obl OJHATH PELIETKY U BBIPBATHCS Ha CBOOOJY, KaK JI€CATh JIET HazaJ
CZIETIAJIA TEPLOT C YWIbIMOM.

«Camoe TiaBHOE — MPOOPATHCS K BOPOTaM», — CKa3ajia OHa cele.

JloOpaBIIuCch 10 HIKHEro 3Taxa, berlocHekka pacnaxHyla JBepb M OKa3ajlach BO JBOpE.
Hectepriumo sipkuii cBeT cienwi Tja3a, U €l MNPUIUIOCh 3aropoJUTHCA OT COJIHIA PYKOH.
benocHexka CTONBKO BPEMEHM NPOBENA B3ANEPTH, YTO TENEPH IIYCTOE MPOCTPAHCTBO IYrajo €e.



Jlaxke MPUKOCHOBEHHE JIETKOT'O BETEPKa K KOXKE Ka3aJI0Ch CTPAaHHBIM.

Omna ezBa ycriena IpuiTH B ce0s, KaK yclbllIajia mo3aay 3ByK maros. M3 TpoHHOTO 3a1a BO
JIBOP BBICHITIAJIO C JIECATOK COJIIAT B OAMHAKOBBIX YEPHBIX Jocrexax. bemocHexxka KuHysa B3I/ B
CTOPOHY BOCTOYHOI'O KpbUIa 3aMKa, IJlé HaXOJWIach peEIIeTKa, OJHAKO CO CBOEro IMOCTOSHHOIO
MOCTa y BOPOT K HEH yXKe CKaKau JIBOE BCAIHUKOB. Bce myTH OBLIM MEPEKPHITHI.

JleBylka 3acTbUla Ha MECTE, HE 3Has, 4TO JAeiaTh Aaibiie. OHa mprskaiga pyKy K Cepluy H
BJIPYT YCJbIIIajia HETPOMKHUN CBUCT. [[Be COPOKHM, KOTOPBIX OHA Y€ BHUENIa Ha KapHU3E, KPYKIIH
HaJ ee royioBoil. berocHexka morepia riasa, peluB, YTO NTHUIBI €l momepeniwiuck. Huuero
nogo0Horo. OHa mo-npexHeMy UX BHUJIEA.

Copoku, cTpeMHUTETBHO pa3pe3as BO31yX, SBHO 3BaJid belocHeKKy B 3amaIHYIO YacTh JBOpA.
Korna-To nserymime TaMm KyCTapHUKHU BBICOXITH B TOOYpeTH.

«CoBceM Kak TOT TBO3/b», — IOJyMalla JeByIIKa M mocreunia 3a nrumamu. OnHa
YyBCTBOBAJa, YTO BCE 3TO HECIIPOCTA.

ConnaTel B 4epHBIX Jocrnexax ObLIM Bce Onrke. A JIBO€ BCATHUKOB YK€ MOUYTH HACTUTIIH €e.
benocHexka ciplmana 3a CHMHON TPOMKOE LIOKAHBE JIOLIAIUHBIX KOTIBIT.

— XBaraiite ee! Ona B 3amajne! — pa3aancs royioc U3 TPOHHOTO 3aja.

JleByIika co BceX HOT Myajach 3a nrturamMu. OHU MOJAJIETENM K BHICOKOM KaMEHHOM CTEHE.
benocHexka OBICTpO oOrusfnenach W HaKOHEI MOHsUIa, Kyna Benu ee copoku. [lox 3acoxmmmu
KyCTaMH HaXOAWJICS BXOJ] B KaHAJIM3AIMOHHBIA KoJiofel] 3aMka. OTBepcTHe ObLIO 4yTh OOJbIIE
MOJIyMeTpa B IMaMETpe: BIOJIHE IOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI OHA MOTJIA TIPOJIE3Th.

Copoku ynerenu mpouyb, a bermocHe)kka Jierna Ha KaMEHHYIO MOCTOBYHO U CTaja
MPOTUCKUBATbCA B oTBepcTHe. OHa NpPOCYHyla BHYTPbh CHadajga HOTH, 3aT€M Telo, a MOTOM,
PEIIMBIINCH, pa3Kalla Majblbl, KOTOPBIMH LETUISIIACH 3a Kpasi KOJIOIA, U MOJIETeNIa B TEMHOTY.

Ee Tyt xe moaxBaTui moTokK Bojbl. OOUH M3 OXPAHHUKOB IOMBITAJICS 3alIe3Th CIEAOM,
OJIHAKO OTBEPCTUE OKA3AJIOCh CIIMIIIKOM Y3KUM ISl HETO, U OH 3aCTPsiI.

— Otkpoiite Bopota! IIpuHiiecca yoexana! — KpUKHYJ HaBEpXy KTO-TO U3 MpecieoBaTeNei,
Y TOJIOC €T0 XOM IIPOKATHIICS 110 CTOYHOMY KeJI00y, 0 KOTOpOMY CKoJIb3uiia bemocHexka.

JleBylika TpOTSHYJIA PYKY, MBITasACh YXBAaTUTHCS 3a KaKOW-HUOYAb KaMeHb B CTEHE, HO Ta
ObUIa TOKPHITA KAaKOW-TO CIU3bI0 M 3allEMHUTHCS OBUIO HEBO3MOXKHO. OHA TOJBKO eme OoJblie
HCIayKajla PyKy, @ HOT'TH CTaju 3€JE€HbIMH OT UJa.

[Tocne pecsTu neT 3aToueHHUs JAEBYIIKAa OYEHb OcCJiadia W C TPYIAOM JepKajach Ha BOJE.
[TpITasich cripaBUTHCS C MOTOKOM, OHA U3 MOCIEIHUX CHJI paboTana HoraMu U pykamu. OTHaKO CTOK
MEJIJICHHO, HO BEPHO CyXaJics, U belocHekKy Bce CUITbHEE 3aTSTUBAJIO TIO/T BOJTY.

B koHIIe KOHIIOB IEHUCTAs KMKa COMKHYJIACh HaJl HEH — U MU MOTPY3UJIICS BO ThMY.
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Ee 3acocano moTokoMm B y3KylO JUIMHHYIO TpyOy. berocHekka uyBCTBOBaia, Kak BOKPYT Hee
ckuMaroTcs cteHbl. OHU yKe o0upaiiu el tieun. J{eByIika clouia Ha TPyAu PYKH U CKpeCcTHIIa
HOTH, YTOOBI 3aHUMATh KaK MOYKHO MeHbIlle MecTa. OHa Tak 00su1ach 3aCTPATh, UTO OT CTpaxa 4yTh
HE ToTepsiyla CO3HAHHUE.

Ho BoT Tpy0a, k ee BeIMKOH pasocTH, 3aKOHYMIIACh, U benocHexka okazanach Ha OTKPBITOM
Bozie. OHa HaKOHeIll CHOBa Moryia paboTaTh pykamMH M Horamu. Jlerkue ctpamHo Oonenu u3-3a
HeXBaTKU Bo3ayxa. OHa mocMotpena HaBepx. [loBepXHOCTb BOJbI OblIa 3aTSAHYTa BOJOPOCISIMHU.
Ona co Bcell cuiibl OTTOJKHYJIACh HOIaMU, YTOOBI ITOCKOpPEE BBIHBIPHYTH Ha CBEKUU BO3IYX, HO,
MIOAIJIBIB K CJIOK BOJOPOCIEH, IOHSJIA, YTO OH CIMILKOM IUIOTHBIN. bypo-3eneHsle et omyTainu
€€ TeJIO U MOTAHYJIN BHU3.

«32TOro He MOXKET ObIThY, — B yKace nojaymana beirocHexka.

Omna OapaxTanach, cTapasicb OCBOOOJUTHCS, HO BOJOPOCTH Jiepkaiu ee Kpemnko. Kaszamocs,
YTO JIETKHE BOT-BOT pa3opByTcs. Ho aeBylika He ciaBanach, YTO €CTh MOYM paboTas pykamHu U
Horamu. OT MOBEPXHOCTH BOJIbI €€ OTIEJISIIO BCETO HECKOJIBKO CAaHTUMETPOB. Toraa oHa HECKOJIBKO
pa3 IpOCTHO yapuila HOraMu, pa3opBalla 3€JI€HbIE IIyThl U BHIPBAJIACh HAPYKY.



BbenocHexxka 6apaxTanachk B BOJE, CyJOPOKHO XBaTasi pTOM BO3AyX. Baanmu mocnslmancst CTyk
nomaauHbIX KombIT. IlpecnenoBatenu Obutn Bce Omke u Ommke. beper Haxomwics MeTpax B
TPUJLATH OT HEE. 3aMOK CTOSJI BBILIE, HA CKJIOHE XOJIMA. YTEC PSIOM C HUM 3apoc KycTaMu U
nepeBbsiMu. benocHexka ¢ TpyaoMm godpanack 10 Oepera, mo0naroiapus B AyIlI€ BHITOJIKHYBIINE €€
Ha Cylly BOJIHBI. BpeMeHu ocraBanochk B 00pes.

Ha mnecke Bo3BbIIaNKMCh OONbIIKME cepble BalyHbl. Psapl BalyHOB 00pa3oBalid caMblil
HACTOSIIUN JIAOMPUHT, HMIYIIMHA BIONL Oepera. bemocHekka BomUIa B ONMIKAWIIUN TPOEM.
[TokpeIThIE paykamMu U CyXUMH BOJOPOCISIMU OTPOMHBIE KAMHH IOJIHOCTBIO CKPBIBAIM JEBYILKY.
Omna nBUHYJAck Briepen 1o Ja0upuHTy. JleByIika Bce nuia ¥ ula, IpUYeM BCIKHH pa3, OKa3bIBasCh
Ha pa3BWIKE, rajana, KyJaa jgydie cBepHyTb. Ho Temepp neTckre BOCIOMHMHAHHMS OKAa3alMCh HE
CTOJIb OTYETIUBBIMU. Bellb N3 KaMEHHBIX CTEH €€ BCEr1a BEIBOIUI Y UIIbSIM.

B cBoem mokpom mnatee benochexka apoxkana ot xonoaa. OHa ciblinana IpuOIHKaloIuics
CTyK KomnbIT. @UHH YK€ HaBepHsAKa yclen npenynpeauts PaBenHy. W ecnu oH cam He Haiiner
JIEBYIIIKY, TO KOPOJEBA Y TOYHO C ITOMOIIBIO KOJIJOBCTBA CIIPABUTCS € 3TOM 3ajaueid. A OTOM
3abeper ee cepile.

benocHexka pemmina nmoiitu HanpaBo. Pyku ee Tpscnuck. OHa yxke codupanach 3aBepHYTh 3a
yToJI, HO TYT €€ BHUMaHUE MPUBJIEK TUXUN CBUCT.

JleByiika ob6epHynack. D10 ObLIU €€ 3HaKOMbIe COpokU. OHU MPUMOCTUIIMCH HAa KaMHE CJIeBa
or Hee. [7na3a DeNOCHEKKM HANOJIHWINCH cie3amu. lITUIbl BCHOPXHYNIM M IOJIETENH B
MIPOTUBOMNOJIOKHOM HampasieHuu. OHa noOexana 3a HUMH, IOBOpaYrBasi TO B OJIHY, TO B JAPYTYIO
CTOPOHY, I10Ka TPOIla HE BbIBeJIa ee u3 JadbupuHTa. [Ipsimo Bo3ie Boixona benocHexka oOHapyxuiia
npeKpacHyto 6enyro koObuty. Ta clioBHO *KAana, 4yToObl benocHexka B3oOpanack eif Ha CIIUHY.

TonoT KOMBIT 32 CHUHOM CTaj IpOMYE.

— BoH ona! — nocnelancs Kpuk.

benocHexka nonHsua riasa. M3-3a gepeBbeB HA BEPIIMHE yTeca NMOSBWIMCH JBa BCAJHMKA.
OauH U3 HUX PYKOH C 3aKaThiM B HeW KMH)KAJOM yKa3blBall Ha JeBYIIKY. OTOpPOCUB MOCienHuE
COMHeHUs, benocHexka Bckounsia Ha Oenyro JIonaib U ocKakasia o KaMEHUCTOMY Oepery.

Ona Myanach BIOJb KPOMKH BOJBI MOJ T'POXOT pa3duBaBIuxcs o Oeper BoiH. Ee uepHbie
BOJIOCHI CITYTaJHUCh, IVla3a IOKPACHEIHM OT COJICHOIO MOPCKOro Bo3ayxa. Boumnsl ®dunHa yxe
CIIyCTHJIMCh C yTECA, U PACCTOSHUE MEXKy HUMH U AEBYLIKOM HEYMOJIUMO COKPAILaioch.

Hakoner; copoku MoBepHY/IM HampaBo, B CTOPOHY I'yCThIX JIECHBIX 3apociieli. OHM CIOBHO
npuriamai berocHekKy, KOTOpoi HUKaK HE yaBajoCh YUTH OT IIOIOHH, CIEN0BATh 32 HUMMU.

JleBymka noMHwIa 310 Mecrto. Henonanexky Haxoaunace OJHa M3 OKPECTHBIX JEpEBEHb. B
JIETCTBE BO BpEMs TOP’KECTBEHHBIX BBIE3/IOB OHA BCEIZa CHJEJAa B OTKPBITOM JKHIIa)KE€ BMECTE C
ponutensamu. [Iporieccus aBuranach yepe3 TOPOJKHU M JIEPEBYIIKH, U belocHe Ka NpUBETCTBEHHO
Maxajla MECTHBIM JAeTAM. Bce xutenu pasoBainch BU3UTAM KOPOJIEBCKOW ceMbH. OHM HazieBanu
Jy4IIMe OAEKIbl U YCBINAIU JAOPOTYy LIBETOYHBIMH JjenecTkamu. OpHako ceifuac benmocHexka c
TpYAOM y3Hana JepeBHI0. OT OoJblIel YacTH JOMOB OCTajloch Jiniib nenenume. OKHa U J1BepU
OCTaJIbHBIX ObUIN 3aKOJIOYEHBI JOCKAMHU, TaK K€ KaK U CTapblid KOJOJEI] IOCPEIU IEPEBHHU.

Jlomans peICEI0 MPOCKaKada MHUMO MOJYCTOPEBILEro JO0Ma, IJie paHbllle Obula IIKOJA.
Brnepenu, Ha 3aBanieHHON KyyamMu Mycopa Tporne, benocHexka yBuaena 1Boux MajabuyraHoB. OHH
BBIIUIM M3 MOKOCHBILETOCS JIOMa IO JBIPSBONA COMOMEHHOW Kpblmei. /letn ObLIM MOXO0XH Ha
XOJIlUME CKEJIETHl, a B MX IJIa3aX 3acThbUI y’Kac. Y OJHOI0 MallbUMKa U3 HOCA COYMIIACh KPOBb.
Jlpyroro npsiMo-Taku Kayajo oT ciadoctu. OHM 1IN efe-efie, O0A3IMBO Pas3risiAbiBas JOIIA b,

OcTaBHB JIepeBHIO 03314, belnocHe)KKa CHOBa OYYTHIIACh B JIECY, HO JAEPEBBEB MTOCTENIEHHO
CTaHOBHJIOCH BCE MEHBIIE, U YKPBITbCs OblIO yxe Herge. OHa Muasiach 10 BeDKKEHHOMN 3emite. Ha
MecCTe HEKOrja TIycTOM damy ObUIM JHIIb TpyxXJsBble NHU. [loBClogy mapunm cmepTh H
paszpyimenue. OT Korjaa-To 60raToro KOpoJjeBCTBa 0CTAIOCh OHO BOCIIOMUHAHHUE.

benocHexkka BHMMATENbHO CIEAWJIA 32 JIETEBIIMMM HAJ XOJIMOM COpPOKaMH. 3a KpPYThIM
MOJTbEMOM CTEHOW IOJHUMAJICS JIeC C HEOOBATHBIMU, HE MEHbIIE JIByX METPOB B JHAaMETpe,
cTBOJIaMH. benocHexka cymopoKHO criioTHyna. Eme B meTcTBe OHa chbliiaia Mpo BOJIIECOHBIN
Temublii siec. Mama pacckaszplBala €6 CTpallHblE HUCTOPUM O JAMKOBUHHBIX pPAaCTEHMSIX,



OOBMBAIOIIMX HOTH IMYTHUKA, O 3araJlouHBIX CYIIECTBAaX, OOMTAIOIIUX IO 3eMJIEH, O 3BIOYUHX
IeCKaX, 3aCACHIBAIOIIMX CTPAHHUKOB. HUKTO M3 Tex, KTO OAHaXIbl 3amien B TemHBIN Jec, He
BEPHYJICS )KUBbIM.

OrnsinyBIIMCh, benocHexka 3ameTuina, 4TO €€ IPecieloBaTeNd Hadald MOJHUMATbCS Ha
xonM. Elle HECKOJIbKO MHHYT — M OHHM €€ JoroHar. HeoxwupmanHo nomans benocHexku
3aylpsIMUAJIACh U BCTaJa KaK BKOIIAHHAS, MCIYTaBIIMCh OKYTAHHBIX I'YCTBIM TYMaHOM T'MTAHTCKHUX
nepeBbeB. benocHexka ¢ TpyJoM pasziuuana, 4To TaM BIIEpPElIH, MOCKOJIbKY YK€ Ha pacCTOSHUU
BBITSIHYTOM PYyKH HUYETO He ObLIO BUIHO.

— JlaBayi, — mOTpemnas JIolaab 110 1iee, MPOoLIeNnTala OHa.

Onu BomuIM B Jiec, U TyMaH mnorjotui ux. Copoku 3arepsuidch B Oenoil mrie. [leBymika
IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha KPOHBbI JiepeBbeB. Ha BETBAX CHAEIM HE3HAKOMBIE NTHULBI, U OT UX TOPTAHHBIX
KpUKOB Mypamiku Oexanu 1o crnuHe. bemas koOblia, TO M JI€J0 OCTaHABIUBAsCh, OCTOPOKHO
CTynajna 1o Mxy. bejlocHexka ropecTHO B3/I0XHyJa, HE B CHUJaX YHSTb JAPOXKb B pykax. Tomor
IIOrOHHU 3aTUX. Teneps AeByIIKa CIbIIIaia TOJbKO ITyraroume 38yku TemMHoro Jieca.

Jlomanp crenana OauH 1Iar, APYrod — U 3eMJjisl BAPYT yiuia u3-mnoja ee Hor. KoObuia pe3ko
oTnpsinyna, copocuB co cnuHbl bemocHexky. JleBylika ymnana HaB3HWYb, Ja TaK U OCTallach
JeXaTh, CyJOPO’KHO XBaTasg pToM Bo3ayx. Korga ona onmomuuiiace, Oenast koObuia yke ucuesiia B
nejieHe TymaHna. 3emiisi Oblia chIpod U Msrkoil. ['ycToit MoX 00BOJaKMBai MalbIlbl, CIOBHO XOTEN
uX IporioTuTh. Hemojaneky nocibluanuch ocTopoxHsle mard. Iloxoxe, no yecy npodupanuch
KaKHe-TO JIFOJIU.

benocuexka Bckoumsia u Opocuiach Oexarb, He pa3dupas moporu. Ee cioBHO okyTaino
O6enpiM caBaHoM. OOepHYBIIUCH, AEBYIIKA pasrisiiesa MYKCKoW cuinysT. HaBepHoe, oauH u3
connat @unna. OHa momyanack euie Obictpee. [Ipixanue ee ObUI0 HEPOBHBIM U XpuIUTBIM. OHa Bce
Oexxana u Oexkana, HO HEOXKMJIAHHO 3alleNiIach HOTOM 3a TMTaHTCKUI KOPEHb M, MOJHSIB 00JaKo
IBUIBIIB], PYXHYJIa Ha KOYKY, Ha KOTOPOH POCIIH OpaH)KeBbIe U KPaCHBIEC TPUOBI.

Bce ee Teno okazanoch MOKPHITO KAKOM-TO JUIKON KeNTOH NbUIbIoN. M BoOOIIIE ¢ NeBYIIKON
TBOPWJIOCH YTO-TO HEMOHSATHOE. B roioBe OBLIO COBEPIICHHO IYCTO, 3pEHUE MOTEPSIIO OCTPOTY.
Ona BcTasla W TOMBITANaCh WATHU Janbliie, HO TeMHBIA Jec Temepb IMOKa3alucs e eme Oomee
CTPAaHHBIM, YeM Ipexe. JepeBbs 31ech NOXOAWIN Ha JIIOJAEH B IUIAIAX ¢ KaIIOMIOHOM. YepHble n
31100HBIE, OHU XOTEJIN TOJIBKO OJTHOTO — BEPHYTh €€ B 3aMOK.

— He HyxHO ObUIO TebOe ybOeraTh, Oporas, — MPOLIUIEN0 OJHO U3 HUX U, BBITSHYB BETKY,
XJIECTHYJIO €€ IO LIEKE.

Jlpyroe, mpuxpampiBasi U € TPyIOM OTpbIBasg OT 3€MJIM OTPOMHBbIE KOpPHH, ILIATHYJIO K
benocHexke.

— IlocmoTpuTe-Ka, kTo K HaM nonai. [IpuHnecca.

JlepeBo HakJIOHWIOCH BIiepes. bermocHexka 3arisHyna B €ro 4epHoe JIMLO ¢ 3apyOKol oT
TOIIOpPA Ha KOpeE.

— IIpous! IIpous oT MeHs1, — npobopMoTana benocHexxka. OHa ene Bopodasa si3bIKOM, TaK Kak
poT ee ObUT 3a0UT OTBPATUTEIBLHOM BSI3KOM JKeNTON MbUIbLON. — OcTaBbTE MEHS B IIOKOE.

Ho nec nactynan Ha Hee. Hax ronoBoil kpykuiau udepHble JieTyune Mplmu. IIpsamo mepen
co0oii oHa BUENa UX 3yObl, TOpYAIIME U3 OKPOBABJICHHBIX TTACTEH.

— [Toxanyiicra, He Hano! — KpukHyna benocHexka, Korja Mep3Kue TBapu OpOCHUIIMCH BHM3,
3aroHsis ee Bce riy0Oxe B JiecHyto danly. — He Tporaiite mensi!

Bce. V Hee Oosbliie He ObUTO CHJII KpU4aTh. ['0/loBa KpyKuiaach, U Ka3ajloCh, YTO TSKEIbIE
TUpU TAHYT K 3emiie. benocHexka 3Hana, 4To HaJo nojasblie yoexxars oT npecienonareneil. 1 ona
3HaJIa, YTO €CJIM 3aKpOeET IJ1a3a, To nponajaer. Ho yxe yepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT CIIOTKHYJACh, yraja
U — [0/ IEHCTBUEM BOJILIEOHON MBUIBLBI — 3a0bLIACh TSKENIBIM, 0€CITOKOMHBIM CHOM.

6

PaBeHHa xoauia KpyramMu IO 3€pKallbHOMY 3ally M, 3BEHsS KOJbUY)KHBIMU Opacierami,
Lapanajga HOTTSAMH KaMeHHble cTeHbl. CoapaHHas Ko)ka Ha KOHYMKAX NAJIbLIEB YK€ Hayaia



KPOBOTOYHTH, HO KOPOJIEBA HMYETO He 3ameyvana. Ee Mbiciu ObutH 3aHsTh benocHexkoil. JleBuoHka
npsiTagack Ie-To 3a CTEHaMU 3aMKa, U ceplle Mo-MpekHeMy Ouiioch y Hee B rpyau. OHa Bce elle
ObLIa J)KHBA.

[Toxosxe, kopoJieBa ymycTHiIa CBOW HIaHC. belocHexka CTONBbKO JIeT mpocujaena B Oaiixe, a
Tenepb ucuesyna. PaBeHHa He Morja NOHSTH, MOYEMY OHA paHblle He aorajaanach. Ilouemy He
3aMeTusa anblx ry0, OelocHeXHOW KOXKH, BOJIOC LBeTa HOuM. Benp Bcs 3Ta Kpacora Oblua Tak
OJM3KO M TOJIBKO U KJaJia, yToObl OHa, PaBeHHa, €10 Bocmosb30Banack. M BOT Teneps Bce Mpomnao.

Paznancs merpomkwuii ctyk. JIBeph OTKpbUIach, B 3ai 3arisHyal dunH. JIumo ero ObuI0
pacroyiocoBaHo rBo3zieM benocHexku. PaBeHHa B SipOCTH MOBEpHYJIach, KUHYJIAch K Opary U H30
BCEX CHUJI yJapujia ero KyJakoM B TpY/Ib.

—Ter obeman 3ammmars MeHs! — 3aKpuyaiga OHA, U KaXJ0€ €€ CIOBO ObUIO HAIOJIHEHO
HEBBIHOCUMOM Ooubto. — Thl MOHMMAEIb, YTO 3HAYMT ISl HAC 3Ta JAeBUOHKA? DTo Moe Oymyiiee.
Omna 1151 MeHs Bce.

PaBenne Obulo TspKeno npimate. OHa UYyBCTBOBaJa, Kak CTEHbI JaBAT Ha Hee. [loka
BenocHexky He MONMarOT, MOTYIIeCTBO PaBeHHBI OyIeT 1o yrpo30i.

— 5 Benp roBopui TeOe, — B3SIB CECTPy 3a PyKy, TUXO ckazanm @DHUHH, CIOBHO HHYETO
cTpamHoro He nmpou3onuio. — Ee 3arnanu B Temusiii nec. OHa, BEPOATHO, yKE MEPTBa.

PaBenHa nokauana rosioBoil. Buna nonnoctsio nexana Ha GuHHe, Ha ee poaHoM Opare! Kak
OH MOr' Tak ¢ Heil moctynutb?! Jlake 31mech, B CTEHaxX 3aMKa, HEBO3MOXHO OBUIO HaWTH
abCoMIOTHYIO MpeAaHHOCTh. OHA HUKOMY HE MOTIJIAa JIOBEpATh. DTa JEBUOHKA, TaKas FOHAs, Takas
crnabas, yapana, HarryraB @UHHA KaKUM-TO TBO3JIEM.

A Moxer, oH caM oTnyctun ee? Wnu cneumanbHO moAAancs ei, MOHUMAs, 4YTO €ro
OIJIOIIHOCTH TO3BOJIUT €l 0Opectu cBoboay? Beab OH Tak 4acTo 1Mo yrpam NOJHUMAJICS HaBepX H
Ha0JII0/1a71 3a CIISIIIeH KpacaBHIICH.

«41 Tak u 3Hana, — nogymana PaBeHHa U emie Kpemye cxaia pyky Opata. — B rimyoune nymm
OH JIIOOUT eey.

— Kakas MHe monp3a, ecnu JeBYOHKAa TaM MpomaaeT? — pasapakeHHo OypkHyna oHa. — B
TemHOM Jiecy MO Yaphl He AEUCTBYIOT. MHE HY)KHO €€ cep/le.

PaBenna eme pa3 ymapwia Opara KyigakoM B rpyab. Eif ObUTo HpUSTHO BHIETh, KaK OH
MopIuTcs oT 6ou. OHa 0OpylIMIa Ha Hero I'paj yapoB, HO OH MepeXBaTHII €€ PYKY.

— Pa3Be 51 He ciyxun Tebe Bepoit u npaBaoi? — cnpocusl OUHH.

Ero cepele rmaza mpucTanbHO CMOTpenu Ha cecTpy. OH CIIOBHO XOTE€l HAalOMHMTH €d O
OECUUCIIEHHBIX MPHUKA3aHUSAX, KOTOpPbIE OH BCErjJa IOCIYIIHO BBIMIONHI. O KOpPOJIEBCKUX
MOJIJaHHBIX, KOTOPBIX OH IOCAJNJ B TEMHHUIY, & IOTOM Ka3Hui. O JeByIIKax, KOTOPHIX IIPUBEI B
3aMOK, 4TOOBI OHA MOTJIa 3a0paTh UX KPAcOTy U MOJIOJIOCTb.

— A pasBe s He ciIyxuia Tebe Bepod U MpaBioi? — BeIpBaB pyKy, npormumnena Paenna. Eif
XOTEJI0Ch HAalIOMHUTB O CYILIECTBYIOIIENH MEX/1y HUMU CBsI3U. — Pa3Be Het?

Pagu Hero oHa ocraBanach CWJIBHOM M MoryuiecTBeHHOW. He Oynp ee marum, Bparu yxe
JaBHO 3aXBaTWIM Obl 3aMOK. M yOmnu Ob1 ux 060ux.

OHM MosTya CTOsUTH, TJIsIIA ApYT APYyTry B Ia3a. 3aTeM PaBeHHa HOTpOHYyNach 0 LIEKH Opara.
Ona mpoBena OOJBIIMM MajbLIEM IO OTKPBITOW paHe, U MOJ €€ BOJIIEOHBIM IMPUKOCHOBEHUEM
KpOBb HCYe€3Jia, a paHa 3aTsHyjach. PaBeHHa yOpana pyky. Ha nuune dunHa He ocTaynoch gaxe
mpama. Koxa crana rimaakoi, Kak npexie.

— bonbmie s Te6s He moaBeny, — MOTPOTaB MECTO, TJ€ TOJIBKO YTO ObUIAa paHa, MpPOIIEHTAa
OUHH U MOYTUTEIBHO CKJIOHWJ TOJIOBY. — Sl IpHBEN KOE-KOro, KTO XOPOLIO OpUEHTHpPYETCS B
TemHOM secy. DTOT 4€I0BEK MOXKET HalWTH ee. Eciu e, KOHEUHO, y1ajI0Ch BBKUT.

Cepanie PaBeHHBI HakOHEI mepecTano OecnokoitHo OuThes. OHa B3rsHyna Ha PuHHA, HA
JIMILE KOTOPOTO UTpajla CaMO0BOJIbHAS YXMBIJIKA.

— Xopomo, Oparel, — ynaplOHYJach OHa, W 3JIOBEIIMH CMeHIOK copBajics ¢ ee ry0. OHa
npeacraBuia cede, kak benocHekka B oinHOYECTBE OPOJUT MO JIeCy, U CHOBA 3acMesulach, Ha cei
pa3 rpomue. OHu oO0s3arenbHO ee mokMaroT. He mosnnee 3aBTpaminero aHs benocHexka Oyner
3neck. — Ouenb xoporno, OuHH, — B3sSB Opara 3a pyKy, CKa3zajga OHAa M HalpaBWJIACh K JIBEPH. —



Teneps OTBEIM MEHS K HEMY. ..

OpuK mojomeNn K OKHY TPOHHOIO 3aja M cTan HaOJroAaTh 3a BOPOHAMH, KOTOPHIE,
HaXOXJIMBILHUCH, CUJIENIU Ha KapHU3€ U CMOTPEIM BHU3 Ha CKJIOH Xoiama. HukuemHusle coznanusa. OH
3alOMHMI UX co JHA noxopoH Capsl. Torja oHM, NPUCTPOMBLIMCH HA KpBILIE LIEPKBH, BEPTEIN
rOJIOBaMH U Pa3IIIsbIBAIM OKpEeCTHOCTH. bynro nBoe HempouleHbix rocreil. OHU OCTaBallUCh TaM
Ha IPOTSKEHUM BCEM LIEPEMOHUH, CIOBHO OJMLETBOPEHUE 37a, U Nepuoaudecku kapkanu. Korma
CBSIILIEHHUK CHOBA BOILIEJN B LIEPKOBb, DPUK, KOTOPBIH ObLI O0JIbIIE HE B CUJIaX BBIHOCUTh KAPKAaHbE
BOPOH, OpOCHJI B HUX KaME€Hb, HO HE MONaJl.

W BOT criiycTs MHOTO JIET OH CTOSAJ B KOPOJIEBCKOM 3aMke. Ero pybaika npomnaxiia noTom u
pucku. lltansr OpUIH JaBHO HC CTHPAHbI, 4 KaAPpMaHbI ITYyCThI.

OnHako OH 4yBCTBOBAJI TaKy K€ Ileyalslb U 3J10CTh, Kak Torga. Capa, ero muias Capa, ynuia
n3 xxu3Hu. O" CTYKHYIJI JIaIOHBIO 110 CTCKITY, YTOOBI MIPOTrHATh IITHULI.

B npoTHBOIIOI0KHOM KOHIIE 3aja JJBOE YAaCOBBIX YIpOXKArOIe MOAHSIN MEYH. DPHUK TOJIBKO
paccMessicss B OTBET. Y HEro BcCe Telno OOJeNlo TOcie MpoHuiod Houu. Bceskuil pas, kak oH
IIOBOPAYMBaJl TOJIOBY, IPABbIi BUCOK MPOH3aJ1a 0cTpas 00J1b, a 11000€e pe3Koe IBUKEHNUE BbI3bIBAIO
roJoBoKpyskeHue. [loxoxe, cocTossHrE TOXMENbs POUJIET €llle HE CKOpO.

— Hy, rne ona? — KpukHy1 DpHUK CTOSIBIINM Y JIBEPH CTPa’KaM B YEPHOM.

I'onoc ero rynko pasHeccs 1o IpOCTOPHOMY TPOHHOMY 3aily. Ho HUKTO eMy He OTBeTHII.

Korpa 3a HuM mnpuexanu, DpuUK Kak pa3 NHUJI B JIEPEBEHCKOH TaBepHE, NMpPHUYEM YycCIel
HaJpaThCsl CUiIbHEE 00bIYHOro. Tak 4To OKa3ajcs OH 371eCh HE M0 coOOCTBEHHOI Boje. Ero mpocro
B3sUIM M 3aKMHYJIU HA CIIMHY JIOLIA/1, a OH ObUI JI0 TOTO IbsH, YTO HE MOT' COIIPOTUBJIATHCS.

«Koponesa Tpedyer 1ocTaBUTH TEOS B 3aMOK», — CKa3alld EMY.

Bosiblie B €ro mamMsiTM HUYEro HE OCTAJIOCh. DPUK BCE €lle He MOHUMAJI, 3a4eM 3TO OH e
noHazo0mics. B HacTosiee BpeMst OH 4yBCTBOBAJ ce0s1 COBEpIICHHO Oecroie3HbiM. OT KOPOB U TO
6osbie poky. Eciiu koposneBe u TpeboBanack 4bs-TO OMOILb, TO TOYHO He ero. OH MpoBen pyKkoi
10 CaJbHBIM BOJIOCAM, YOpaB UX co Jida.

KopousieBa Bomna B TpoHHbIH 3a1. C3aau Hee 11araj MoJIoJIoH YesoBeK. DpHK Jaxke He cpasy
€ro 3aMeTWJI: Tak MOTpsiciia ero Kpacota KoposeBbl. OHa Bes cusuia. Ee koxa cBeTunach, Ha IeKax
urpajl pyMsiHell, CBeTJIble BOJIOCHI OBbLIM 3arjieTeHbl B Kocbl. KoposeBa pacnaxHyna HCCHHA-YEPHYIO
MAaHTHUIO U OTKpBUIA IJIAThE C MPUCHYIICHHBIMU IJICHAMHW W TaKUM I‘J'IY60KI/IM JACKOJIBTE, YTO BCA
rpyas Obula Hamoka3. IlnaTbe M3 HEOOBIYHON METaJTMYECKOW TKAaHM ObLIO OTAENaHO BOJYBUMHU
3yb6amu. JKeHIMHa MpUCTaIbHO CMOTpENIa Ha HETO ToMyObIMHU ri1a3aMu. Ee pOH3UTEIbHBIN BT
CIIOBHO TpeOoBasl, 4ToObl DpHUK BCTAJI IO CTOMKE CMUPHO. UTO OH HEMENJIEHHO M chaenal.
dopManbHO OHa ObLIAa €ro KOpoJjieBoW. YepHOl KOpoJIeBOM. DPHUK HHUKOT/A €Ile HE BUACI €€ TaK
OIU3KO.

Koponesa nogonuia k HeMy Mo4TH BILIOTHYIO. Ee rooBy ykpamiana cepeOpsiHas KOpoHa cO
MHOXKECTBOM JIEKOPATUBHBIX Lenodyek nmo Ookam. [louyBcTBOBaB 3amax mota OT €ro TIpsi3HON
py0axu, PaBeHHa cMOpIIIIIa HOC:

— Bpat roBopur, 4To Tl BAOBEL, MbSIHULIA U €JMHCTBEHHBIH, KTO OTBaXXWJICA BOMTH B TeMHBbIiH
nec. — OHa KUBHYJIa Ha CTOSIBLIETO YyTh MOOJAAJIb MYKUMHY B KOXaHOM Kam3oiie. [loxoxe, 310 1
OBbUI TOT YEJIOBEK, YTO Halllel ero, JpuKa, B TaBepHE U NMpHBe3 croja. [IpucranbHO MOCMOTPEB Ha
Opuka, Kkoposiea fobaBuia: — OAMH U3 MOUX IJICHHUKOB CKPBUICS TaM.

— Torna oH yxe MepTB, — oKaydaj rojloBol DpHK.

— OHna, — yTOYHMIJIa KOPOJIeBa, MOAHSB YKpAIICHHbII IEpCTHEM Majiell.

OpHUK CKpecTHU] PYKHM Ha TPy, MbITasCh COXpaHUTh paBHOBecue. [lon mox HUM CIIOBHO
XOJIUIT XOTYHOM.

— Torna ona yxe TOUHO MepTBa, — IIONIPABUIICS OH.

PaBenHa HaknoHMIACH K HEMY, IPUJIBUHYBUIUCH TaK 6J'II/13KO, YTO MHOT'OYHCJICHHBIC IICIIOYKHU
KOPOHBI KOCHYJIUCh €TI0 KO’KaHOT0 JkujeTa. Ee Tyxu naxiau yBaIIIMMH po3aMH.

— Haiinu ee. I mpuBenn ko MHe.

Opuk nokayan roioBoil. Korna-to, MHOro et Tomy Haszan, emie 10 cmepTu Capbl, OH ObUI



oxoTHUKOM. OH TpecieIoBal B 3TOM 3aKOJJOBAHHOM MecTe JOOBIYY U 4yTh ObUTO He morub. J{axe
IpU HaJUYUM CaMOIro MPEKPACHOTO OPYXHUS M KapThl B MpHady JIIOAU MOTJIM NMPOHUKHYTH B
TeMHBI JIeC HE Tajibllle YEM Ha apy COTEH METPOB.

— 51 y’e cToibKO pa3 TaM ObIBa, YTO C MEHsI XBaTUT. bosblie g Tyna He Moy, — cKa3al OH U
MOBEPHYJICA, YTOOBI YITH, HO KOPOJIEBA CXBATUJIA €T0 32 PYKY.

— Tol nonyuuib eApoe BOZHArpaXXAeHUEe, — BKPAIUMBO IIPOMYpJIbIKalia OHA.

Opuk paccmesuicsa. Kak 6yaTo 3To 4To-10 MeHsuIo!

— Y10 TOJIKY OT BalllMX JCHET, €CIIH s YIaay TaM 3aMepTBO M BOPOHBI BHIKIIIOIOT MHE IJ1a3a?

OnHako KOpoJieBa HE OTIYCTHIIA €r0 PYKY, a, HA00OPOT, CKaja elie CUiIbHee, BIUBIINCH B
Hee HorTsiMu. OHa ynbpIOHYNAach U HAKJIOHWIIACH K HeMy. Ee TyObl okazanuchk coBceM OJU3KO OT ero
pTa.

— TeI caenaenib 3To paau MeHs, OXOTHUK.

Opuk Opocui B3TJISA] HA CIIeA OT €€ HOTTEH Ha CBOCH pyke. 3HAYMT, 3TO ObUIa HE MPOCKOa, a
MIPUKA3.

— A ecnu s 0TKaXych? — IOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

KoponeBa kuBHyna yacoBsiM y ABepu. W Te cpasy ke yrpoxaroiie BBHICTABHJIM B CTOPOHY
Opuka kombg. OH CMOTpPE Ha OCTPble HAKOHEYHUKHU KOIUM U COBEPLIEHHO HUYEro HE YyBCTBOBAJ.
Hukakoro crpaxa. Hukakoif mewyanu. PaBeHHa yrpoxaia JMIIUTh €r0 U3HU, HO MPOCUUTANIACK.
Ona He MOoTJ1a OTHATh y HEro TO, B YEM OH COBCEM HE HYKJaJCsl.

— Cnenaiite Of0JKEHHE, — YCMEXHYJICS OH M, 3aKpbIB IJ1a3a, BBITSHYN BIEpe] PyKH. DpHUK
BHien niepes coboi nuio Capel. OHa Kpuyaia, iaTbe ee ObLIO 3aJIUTO KPOBBIO B TOM MECTE, Kya
3710/1ei1 HaHeC MpeJaTeabCKUi yiap HOKOM. DPUK MpayHO YIbIOHYJICA U 100aBUI: — Y MOJISIO.

Korna Opuk oTkpbUI IU1a3a, KOpOJIeBa BCE €LIE CMOTpPESIa Ha HEro.

— 3HauuUT, Thl XOUELIb BOCCOEAUHUTHCS CO CBOEH BO3/MIO0IEHHON? — CIIpOCHIa OHA.

OH cpaenan HeyBepeHHBIM IIAr HasajJ, rajgas, kak oHa y3Hama npo Capy. Hackonbko
Oe3rpaHUYHA BIACTh KOJJIOBCKHX 4ap KOposieBbl? Heyxenu oHa mpoynTana ero Mpiciau?

B rpynu y Hero 3akuriesn rHeB. YciblllaB clI0Ba «CO CBOEHM BO3IIOOJIEHHON» U3 YCT BEIbMBI,
Opuk pazosznwics. Jla 4To oHa Morja 3HaTh O €ro Bo3mo01eHHoH?! OH cxan ropio koposessl. Ee
TEJO0 3aJPOXKaI0, OpacIEThI )KajT00HO 3a3BEHEIH.

— He Tporaii Moo KeHy, — IpopbIYall OH.

Conpatel OpocuJIMCh K HHMM, HO KOpOJIEBa KECTOM oOcCTaHoBMJa uX. [J1aza ee cramu
BOJISHUCTBIMH, a JIMIIO MOKPAcHeNo OT yAylibs. PaBeHHa He cBoJuiIa ¢ DpuKa ri1a3, 1 Ha rydax ee
urpajga CTpaHHas yJblOKa, CIIOBHO €l HpPaBWJIOCh C HUM 3a0aBiATbCA. OXOTHHMK pazkajl PYKH.
EnvHCTBEHHOE, Yero eMy XOTeNI0Ch, — 3TO OKa3aThCsl KaK MOYKHO Jlajbllie OT KOpoJieBbl. OH IIarHyi
B CTOPOHY, HO OHA IIperpajanja eMmy A0pory.

— Ckyuaems 1Mo Heil? — mpoxpurnena oHa M, MOTepeB wieto, nobaBuia: — Ha 4To Thl roTos,
YTOOBI €€ BEpHYTH?

Opuk npomosnyai. CiaoBa KOMOM 3acTpsiu B ropie. CaMbIM TsDKENBIM OBLIO NMEPEKUTh T
HOYH, KOI'JIa OHa Ipuxojuia Kk Hemy. OH Buzen ee Bo cHe. OH 1ef10BaJl KPOXOTHYIO POJMHKY y HEe
Ha 11ee, BJbIXaJ CJIaJ0CTHBIM apoMar ee BOJIOC, OJIaroyxaroIuX MbIJIOM M MaciaoM rapiaeHud. OHa
Ka3zaJlach TaKOW >KMBOMW, Ja)k€ >KUBEE, YEM MpHU KU3HHU. M OH HauyMHa 3a7bpIXaThCs, a MOTOM
MPOCHINAJICS C OMYXIIUM, MOKPBIM JIMIIOM U MEUTAJI O €€ BO3BpAIllEHUH.

DOpUK NPUHSIICS TEPEeTh I71a3a, cTapaTesibHO U30eras B3riisiia KOPOJeBhl.

— ThI HaBepHsIKa cibllIal 0 Moeil cuie, — nponoykana PaBenna. — [IpuBenu AeBUOHKY, U 5
BEpHY TeOe KEHy.

— HUKTO HE MOXKET €€ BEpHYTh, — PEIIUTENBHO BO3pa3uil DpUK.

On nonoxun Capy B MOTWiIy Ha KiaJ0uIlle Ha Kpalo JAEpeBHHU, a TIOTOM 3a0pocai ee Telo
X0JI0AHOH 3emieil. U caM ycTaHOBMII HAATPOOHYIO IIJIUTY.

Koponea B3sisia ero 3a nogdo0po/I0K U 3arisHylla eMy B I1a3a. B3ris ee Obl1 IpUCTalbHbBIM,
a BBIp@)KEHUE JIMIIA — COCPEIOTOUECHHBIM.

— 5l mory, — oTuekanuna ona. — [loBepbs MHe, OXOTHUK. JKU3HB 32 )KU3Hb.

W nelictBUTEnBbHO, OBUTO B €€ B3MIAJe HEUTO ocobeHHoe. Cepo-ronyOble Iiiaza KOpPOJIEBBI



MPOHUKANU TpssMO B Aymry. OHU CIIOBHO BHEIH MPOIJIOE W HACTOSAIICE, CTPAXU U CTPATAHHUS,
KOTOpBIE €My TPHIILIOCH BeIHECTH. I camble COKpoBeHHBIE kenanus. Koposesa 3Haa Bce mpo ero
KU3Hb, IPO HOYM, ITPOBEJICHHBIC B TEMHOM TaBEpPHE, KOT/1a OH MbITAJICS 3aJIUTh TOPE BUHOM. 3HAaJa,
YTO OH, KaK HHM THaJ OT ce0s 3TH MbICaM, He Mor He nymath o Cape. OH mo-mpexHeMy
pasroBapuBal ¢ HeH, el ee MoOUMBbIe TIeCHU. Y BUEN ee 4epThl B JIMIaX HE3HAKOMBIX JIFOICH.

[Togymaems, muiennnna. Kto ona emy? U uto 3a 6ena, ecnu B TeMHOM Jiecy OH HalJIeT CBOM
KOHel? DpUK MEJUIEHHO MOJHs I1a3a U KuBHYN. OH caenaer 3to. [oineT Tyaa, npoiaoXuT myTh
CKBO3b 3aKOJIIOBAHHYIO Yallly U HalUJeT OCTIISTHKY.

Emy Ob110 HEYero TepsTh.
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OpHK CTOsT Ha omnylike TeMHOro jieca M BIJISABIBAICS B IPSTABIIHUECH MEXIY IEPEBbSIMU
teHu. OH yxe ObIBall 3/1eCh, HO HUKOIJa HE 3aXOIWJ B JeC Jaibllieé YeM Ha TPUIIATh METPOB.
[Tocnennuii pa3 OH NPUXOIWJI CIOJIa YK€ IOCIE TOro, Kak TPOH 3axBaTwia KopojeBa. Enpl He
xBarajgo. OH BBICIAEAWII MOJIOJOrO OJIEHSA, HO TOT B JBAa IPbDKKA IEPECKOYMII Yepe3 MOJSHY U
METHYJICSI B TYMaHHbIA BOIOBOPOT. Bce aepeBeHcKue HKUTENU 3HAIU, YTO €1l HUKOMY U HUKOI'/a
HE YAaBaJIOCh BEpHYTbCs M3 TeMHOro jeca, Tak Kak JieC 3TOT — rubinoe mecto. Bce 3Hamm o
THTAaHTCKUX 3MESX, OOBMBABIIMX HOTH MyTHUKA M BBICACBHIBABIIMX W3 HETO >KU3HEHHBbIE CUibl. O
STOBUTHIX I[BETaX, OJHO JIUIIb MPUKOCHOBEHHE K KOTOPHIM Heclo cMmepTh. Ho B kuBOTE OBLIO
nycto, 1 OXOTHUK HE MOT TI03BOJIUThH ce0€ 0TKa3aThCsl OT HEAEIBHOIO 3araca Msca.

DOpHUK BOIIEN B MEJIEHYy TyMaHa, U BCEro 4epe3 Mapy MUHYT €ro YKyCHJI MmayK. JTo Obuio
OTPOMHOE cepo-0ypo-MaJIMHOBOE CYIIECTBO, CBAJIMBIIEECS C KaKOH-TO BETKH. OXOTHHMK 3aMETHII
Mayka, TOJbKO KOI'JIa TOT OKa3ajcs MpsIMO Ha ero mee. Ha BbI3OOpOBIEHUE YHIEN MOYTH MECHILL.
[les pacmyxia, Koka BOKPYI YKyca BOCHAJIWJIACh, @ U3 paHbl HENpEpbIBHO TeK TrHOW. Iloutn
Hezeno Dpuka Ouna IUXopaaKa, ¢ KaXAbIM JHEM CTAaHOBUBINASCS TOJIBKO CHJIbHEE. A 1O HOYaM
€ro My4YWIH y)KacHble cyfopord. Torga oH MOKJISUICS, YTO HOTH ero Oonbiie He Oyaer B TemMHOM
Jecy.

Ho Teneps Dpuky, nepexxupiieMy cBOM cOOCTBEHHBIH aJl, TeMHBII Jiec y)ke He Ka3aJcsi TAKUM
nyraromuM. OH Obl1 onuHOK. HHMKTO He *man ero B JepeBeHCKOHM TaBepHe. M 3Tu 310Bemmue
3apOCiU HE MOIJIM OTHATH y HEro O0JIbIlle TOTO, YTO OH MOTEPSII.

— Jlenail Bce Kak f, — ckasal oH (PUHHY, BO3IVIABJIABILIEMY OTPsJ W3 YETHIPEX BOMHOB, Yy
KOTOPBIX OT CTpaxa MoOesenu Jula, a NoT JUICA PYyYbEM.

OpHK ABUHYJCS B TyMaH. Pyku TpsicIHCh, 1 OYEHBb XOTEJIOCH BBIIIUTL. Benb y)ke HECKONBKO
4acoB y HEro BO PTy He ObUIO HU Kamuii cnupTHOro. OH MOTSAHYJCS ObLIO K BHCEBIIEH HAa OOKY
¢nsre ¢ rporom, Ho nepeayman. OH OCTaBUT BBINKMBKY Ha MOTOM. byzer yem oTnpa3aHoBaTh, Korjaa
OHU HaWAyT OCTJIHKY.

OnHu OBICTPO MPOLUIM IMEPBbIE HECKOJIBKO METPOB, HO MOTOM TBepJas 3eMiisl MOJ HOramu
npeBparuiach B 00JI0TO. DpUK NOCTaBUJ HOTY Ha OJUH M3 BBICTYNABIIUX M3 TPSICUHBI 3aMIIEIBIX
kaMmHeld. KaMeHb BblIep)kan €ro, XoTs W yuiel HeMHOro BHM3. [IpuciymmBasch K XJIIONAHBIO
0O0JIOTHOM KMXKH, DPUK MEPECTYNUI Ha APYroil KaMeHb, IOTOM Ha cieayrouuil. CKeneTbl MEITKUX
KHUBOTHBIX, KO€-TJIe TOPYABIINE U3 TPSCUHBI, TOBOPHIIU O TOM, YTO OOJOTO OBIIO AJOBUTHIM. DPUHH
e CciIeAoM, COJJIaThl 3aMbIKaiu mpoueccuto. OHM MojYa HUIM MO 0OJOTY, OCTOPOXKHO
nepelaruBas ¢ KaMHsI Ha KAMEHb.

OpHUK TMEepBbIM IMEPEeceK OMAacHBbIM YYacTOK M MOBEPHYJICA, UYTOObI MOMOYbL OCTAJIbHBIM
NEPENPBITHYTh Ha TBEpAYyIO 3eMito. Hax romoBamu KpyXwinM IMraHTcKue NTHIBL. OAHa U3 HHUX
CIHUKHpPOBajia BHU3, MPAKTUYECKH HA TOJOBY IEPBOTO cOJjlaTa. DPUK MBITAICA YJIOBUTH TPECK
CY4YbE€B WJIM LIYpIIAHKE JINCTHEB, HO U3 JIeCa JOHOCWICSA TOJIBKO CTpaHHBIN menotT. [Torosapusany,
YTO CIIEpBa JIeC BbIBEABIBAET YEJIOBEUECKHE CTa00CTH, a IIOTOM YEPHBIE CHIIbI 3aMaHUBAIOT KEPTBY,
urpas Ha €€ TaWHBIX JKEJNaHUAX. OPUK HE Pa3IMyall CJIOB, & TOJBKO CIBIIIAN H3-3a JEPEBHEB
HEsCHBIE TOJI0CA.

®uHH o0orHan JpuKa U yxxe coOpajcs OblJIO CTYIUTh Ha TPUOHYIO MOJIIHY, HO DPHUK CXBaTHII



€ro 3a PyKYy.

— Jlenail TOJIBKO TO, YTO JIENA0 5, — BEJIE] OH M, BBITAIIMB U3-ITOJ KOYKAHOT'O >KHMJIETA IOy
py0axu, 3aKpbLI HOC U POT.

@DUHH ¢ cOoIgaTaMHU MTOCIEA0BAIHN €0 IPUMEDY.

Onu nBUHYNHCH uepe3 mnossaHy. Ilbuibia KiyOamMu THOJHMMAnach B BO3AYX, M IKENThIC
YAaCTUYKH HAJIMIIAIN Ha JIMIA U BOJIOCHL. DPUK OIMYCTHJICS HA KOJIEHH, YTOOBI MOOJIMKE PACCMOTPETh
pa3naBneHHbIe TPUOBL. ['pruOBI pociy Monocou, ucyesaromeil B Kyre TOHKHX JepeBbeB. OTOIBUHYB
B CTOPOHY HECKOJIBKO I'pUOOB, OH OOHAPYKUJI OTUYETJIUBBIN Cle] HOTH.

OpHUK BHUMATEJIBHO paccMaTpUBall CTOSABILNE BIIEpeIu AepeBbsi. EMy nmokasanock, 4To Tam, 3a
JepEeBbSIMH, KTO-TO €cTh. OH ObLI HACTOJBKO MOMIONIEH HAOIIOACHUEM, YTO HE 3aMETUJI, KaK OJUH
u3 moaeld OUHHA HaANpaBWICS Ha JPYrodl KOHEU MOJSHBI K HEOONBIIOMY MPYAHMKY, B KOTOPOM
OTpaXkaJloch CBUHIIOBOE HE00. OXOTHHMK IMOBEpHYJICS KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOI/la U3 BOJbI
MOJIHAJIOCH MPU3PAYHOE CYLIECTBO M KOJIOYMM XBOCTOM IPOH3WIO Tpydb cosijpara. Uynosuiue
MOTAIMIIO CBOKO JKEPTBY BHM3, II0J] BOLY, U YePE3 Mapy CEKyHJ HECUACTHBIN UCYE3 M0J] 3€PKAIbHON
IJIAJBIO.

Ero ToBapuiy KMHYIMCh OBIJIO Ha MIOMOIIb, HO DpUK OCTaHOBWI UX. OXOTHUK MaxHYJ pyKoH
B CTOPOHY YaxJIBIX CepBIX JiepeBbeB. [loxoxe, OETsIHKa MpsiTanack UMEHHO TaM, MMOCKOJIBKY OTTY/la
JOHOCUJIMCh XapaKTepHbIe 3BYKH, FOBOPUBLIME O TOM, YTO KTO-TO NMPOOUPAETCS CKBO3b KYCTHI.
OpHUK HaIlpsHKEHHO IPUCITYLIMBAJCS, HO TYT M3-3a JEPEBbEB IOKa3anach j>KEHCKas Qurypa. 9to
xnana ux oernsHka. M Hanpasisiack oHa B rity0b TemHoro Jeca.

OXOTHHUK OTIYCTHJI MOJO0J PYyOAallIKH, OCTaBUB JIUIIO OTKPBITHIM, U KUHYJCS BAOTOHKY. OH
Oexall CKBO3b Oenechlii TyMaH, cielis 3a TeM, 4TOObI MOJI3y4Hue PacTeHHsl He OOBUBAIKMCH BOKPYT
nogsbkek. JloObua Obuta coBceM psaoM. JleBymika mpoaupaiach CKBO3b IIOTHBIE 3apOCIH, TO
HOSIBJISIAICH, TO HMCY€3asl 3a ACPEBbAMHU, IIOKAa HE pPacTBOPWIACH B TyMaHe. OPHUK OCTAaHOBWICH,
BCMaTpuBasiCh B Oenylo neneHy. Bnepeau crnpaBa OH pasriisjen rycrblie KycTbl. Tam, re TOJbKO
4TO Npodexana AeByIIKa, BETKU ObUIH CIOMAaHBI.

On Opocuncst k kycram. CrpaBuTbCs ¢ OCTJISTHKOW, HECMOTpS Ha €€ OTYasHHOE
COIIPOTHBIIEHHUE, OKA3aJI0Ch HE CIMILKOM CI0XHO. Benb oHa Obliia Takoil MaJeHbKON M XPYIKOH.

— Otnyct MeHs1! — KpUKHYJIa JeBYyIlKa 1, 00EpHYBIINCH, [IOCMOTpPEIIa Ha DpUKa OrPOMHBIMU
KapUMHU TJ1a3aMHu.

OXOTHHUK 3amep B pacTEpsIHHOCTH, HE 3Has, 4YTO Jenarh jaaibiie. OH He Tymall, 4To OHa
OKakeTcs Takoi Moyojoi. Eii Obu10 NeT ceMHaaTh, He 6ombine. Horu ee mokpbIBaiu apanuHel U
cuHsku. Takoi Oenoi koxku OXOTHHK elle cpoay He BUAEN. Y Hee OblIM IMOJHbIE ajible I'yObl U
JUIMHHBIE 4yepHble Bojochkl. Korma emy roBopuim o cOexaBlled M3 TIOPbMBI MPECTYIHUIE, OH
MpencTaBiIsul cede 37M00HYI0 BEIbMY C OCTPHIM HOXOM B pyKax. A TYyT Je€BYyIIKa CKa304HOMN
KpacoTbl. Takoro oH COBCEM HE 0>KMJIAI.

CxBatuB O€ryiHKy MoKpemnye, DpUK MOTALIUI €€ 3a co00i, HO OHA U30 BCEX CHJI YIUPAJach.
OXOTHHK HE cllaBajCs, U TOTJa JAEBYIIKa 10 KPOBU IIPOKYCUIIA EMY PYKY.

— Bce, xBaTUT! — rapkHys OH, IPOAOJIKAs TALIUTh €€ Ha MOJSAHY, TJe ero noxuaan OuHH ¢
OCTaBIIMMUCS BOUHAMU.

Onnako AeByIika 0TOMBaach Kak MOTJIA.

—KoponeBa xouer yOuTh MeHs! — BOCKIMKHYyJa KpacaBulla. [1a3a ee HamoJHWIUCH
cie3amu. — Sl mpocujena B TEMHHULIE JECATH JIET, a TENepb OHA MOYEMY-TO pelria youTs MeHs. 5
HE cJieajla HU4Eero MIoXoro.

[Toxosxe, ona ropopuiia mpasay. OO0 3TOM CBUIETENHCTBOBAIN U PBAHOE IUIAThE, U CITyTaHHbBIE
BOJIOCHI. XOTd, JAECAThH JIeT... 3aueM KOpoJieBe MOHAJ00MIIOCh 3amupaTh B OallHE MaJeHbKYIO
JI€BOYKY?

OXO0THHK MoKayai roioBoil. OH cTapaics He MoAJaBaThCs OTYAsTHHBIM MOJIbOAM JEBYIIIKH.

— MHe Bce paBHO, YTO Thl HaTBOpwMIIa. M ThI He mepBasi, KTO yTBEpPXKAaeT, OYATO OCYKIeH Oe3
BUHBI.

Horu aeByuiky nolorHy/INCh, U OHA PYXHYJIA Ha 3€MJIIO.

— [ToxkanyiicTa, Thl 1OJKEH MHE ITOBEpUTh, — HE c/laBanack oHa. — Ee Opar xoreln BbIpe3ath y



MeHs cepie u3 rpyau. Kisiayce, 310 uncTas npasfa.

JleBylKka qposkajia Kak OCMHOBBIN JIUCT. Clie3bl PyYybeM TEKJIH 10 €€ mekaM. OHa yMOJISIoIIe
CMOTpena Ha DpuKa OONBIIMMH KapUMH TJIa3aMH U SBHO ObLIa 0 CMEPTH HAIyTaHa.

Opuk orjsinyncs Ha Temubid jec. OXOTHUK YYBCTBOBAJI, UTO HYKAAE€TCS B Nepepiiike. Emy
MIPOCTO HEOOXOIMMO OBLIO I/Ie-HUOY b IPUCECTh, TIIOTHYTH IPOTa U KakK ClieAyeT Bce o0aymars. Ho
K HUM Yyxe Hanpapisuicsi OuHH co cBOUM OTpsioM. Jluma congar ObUTH MO-TIPEKHEMY 3aKPBITHI
TOHKMMH pyOaxamu.

— bricTpo cpaboTano! — kpukHysn OUHH U YTOJIKOM BOPOTHHKA BBITEP MbUIbILY C IJ1a3.

OXOTHHK OKHMHYJ €0 BHUMATEIbHBIM B3IJIs10M. EMy HUKOTa HE HPAaBUIIOCH ATO Y3KO€, KaK
y Jacku, JHUIO ¢ ocTpbiM HocoM. Korga pgeBymika yBuiena npuOmmkarouierocss @uHHa, OHa
BCKOYMJIA U CIIpATANach 3a CIIMHOM DpuKa.

— OT0 0H, — IpolenTana oHa. — OH Hamaix Ha MEHS C HOXKOM.

— 3agem oHa Te0e? — crpochi DPUK, IPerpakaast A0pory OpaTy KOPOJIEBHI.

— A Tebe uto 3a neno, OXoTHUK? — HEAOBOIBHO CKpUBUIICS PUHH U MOJa] COJAAaTaM 3HAK
MOJIONTH MOOITHIKE.

l'onoBa Dpuka ryzmena Kak KOJIOKOJ, MO JIOYy CTpyWiCs XOJOAHBIA MOT. Benb OH CTONBKO
BpPEMEHHU HE UMeJl BO3MOXHOCTH MPOITYCTUTh XOTA Obl crakaHuuk! M BooOIIe y Hero He ObUTO HU
CHJI, HU JKEJTIaHUs BBS3BIBATHCS B IPAKY.

— 51 cnepxky cioBo, €ciii KOpOJieBa CAEPKHUT CBOE, — CKa3ajl OH U IMOATOJIKHYJ JIEBYIIKY B
CTOPOHY Jieca, moAasplie oT conaatr OuHHA.

— Tol nbsiHUIIA U UIUOT, — YOpaB C TIJ1a3 MOTHBIE MPAIU BoJioC, paccMesuics PuHH. — Mos
KopoJieBa oOnagaer Beaukoi cuioil. OHa MOXKeT 3a0paTh WM COXpPaHHUTh *KU3Hb. Ho HE MoOxker
BEPHYTh TBOIO YMEPILYIO JKEHY.

Opuk HaxmypuJcs. CinoBa OUHHA 3a/1€]IH €T0 32 KUBOE.

—Ho ona xe obemana... — HayaJl OH, HO Cpa3y )K€ OCEKCS, IOHAB, UYTO 3/I0POBO CIUIYIHII,
MO3BOJIMB UCKOPKE HA/IEKIbl TOCETUTHCS B JIyILIE.

OH 3aKphlI I71a3a U CHOBA BCIIOMHWJI TOT CTPAITHBIN JIeHb, Koraa oOHapyxuia Capy. Ha Heit
ObUTIO ee MOOMMOE IUIaThe C BOPOTHUKOM, PACIIUTBIM KPOIICYHBIMU JTWIHSAMH. A B OOKYy, MO
peOpamu, Topuan HOX. Eme onHa pana 3usiia Ha mee. JlepeBEHCKHE KUTENU CKa3aid, 3TO ObUIN
rpabutenu. OHM XoTenu 3a0paTh HECKOJIBKO 30JI0THIX MOHET, OTJIOKEHHBIX JPHUKOM Ha YEpPHBIN
nenb. Capa nplTanach OCTAaHOBUTS 3710J1eeB. Korja oH mpuiien JoMoH, TEJo ee yKe OKOYEHEIO.

— 51 xouy BepHyTh ee! — BeIKpUKHYI OXOTHHK HE B CHJIaX COBIaAaTh ¢ Oonbi0. B romoce ero
3BY4aJI0 HETIOAIETIbHOE CTPalaHueE.

BHe3anHo OH MOHSAJ, YTO TOJIKEH C/AeNaTh.

OH Bcran Mexnay AeBywmikod u moapMu duHHa, 3acI0HUB ee cBOMM TenoM. W oHa TyT ke
OTPOMETHIO KMHYJACh B Yally. BeITamuB n3-3a mosica HOX, JDPUK BCATUI €r0 B IPYyIb OJHOTO W3
cojar, mpsMo moj cepaue. TOT cTal BaJuThCs Ha OOK, CXBATWUJICS 3a JIEpeBO, HO HE CMOT
ylep:KaTbcs Ha HOTaX W 3aMEpTBO ymai Ha 3eMiro. 3areM OXOTHHK COpBa C IMOsica ABa TOIMOPA,
B35IB 110 OIHOMY B KaJKIYIO PYKY.

O®unH nBuHYyINCs Briepea. OH 0OHaXWIT MeY, BBIKH/Ias YIOOHBI MOMEHT, YTOOBI T01I00paThCs
nobmmke K OpuKy. J[Boe ocTaBmIMXCs CONJAT MOCIENOBATM IMPUMEPY CBOET0 KOMaHIUpa. DpUK
ylIapull OJHOTO W3 HAMaJaBIIUX OOYXOM IO TOJIOBE, U TOT OTIIATHYJCS, a €r0 CBETJIbIE BOJOCHI
MOKpacHenu OT KpoBH. OXOTHUK 3aMaxHYJCS TOIOPOM Ha BTOPOTO coOJigaTa, OJHAKO TOT YCIIEN
YBEPHYTBCSI U PUHYIICS B aTaKky. DPHK, KaK MOT, OTpa)kajl HaCKOKH NMPOTHUBHUKA U JJa)Ke B TOPSIUKE
005 ycrien 3aMeTUTh, YTo OUHH MOAOUPAETCS K HEMY C MEYOM.

Opuk Opocun B GUHHA TOTIOP U TOMAJ €My MPsSMO B Tpyab. ToT 3amaranics. J[Boe ero mrozeit
BCTIM Yy HEro 3a crnuHoW. OHM HE CIyCKajdu TJIa3 CO BTOPOrO TOMOpa B pyke OpHKa. 3aTeM
npou3onuio uyao: GUHH Kak HA B 4eM He ObIBaJIO paclpaBui TUIEYH U BCTaNl BO BeCh pocT. CI0BHO
10 BOJIIEOCTBY, KpOBb Ha ero kamsoje ucuesna. C ero juma ObICTpo Mpomajana cMepTelbHas
OIIeTHOCTh, TYOBI, KaK BCET/a, KPUBHIIUCH B TIPE3PUTEIHLHON YCMEIIKE, U JTUIIh TOPUYAIIHA U3 TPYIU
TOINOP HAmOMHUHAN O ciay4yuBmiemMcs. OUHH BBITAIIMI TOMOP M3 TPYIU U 3JIOPAJHO paccMmesuics,
YBHUJIEB, KaK OBICTPO 3aTsHyNach paHa. Ha pyOaiike ocranach JbIpa, HO B OCTaJbHOM BCE OBLIO B



MOPSJIKE.

— KoponeBa obecrieunsia MHE 3alIuTy, — MpadyHO 3ameTHi1 oH. — OHa Hajenuiia MEHsI CBOCH
cuioil. MeHst HEBO3MOKHO paHuTh. 110 kpaiiHeit mepe 31ech, B TeMHOM Jiecy.

OUHH €O 3JI0BEIIUM XOXOTOM Opocuil B DpHKa TONOp, HO MpomaxHyJics. Jle3pue 3acTpsiio B
CTBOJIE POCILEr0 HEMOJAIEKY JEPEBa.

VY DOpuka nepecoxiio B ropie. Takoro on emie cpoay He Bunen. Hy u nena! Uto0 yenoBek ObLI
abcomoTHO Heys3BuM! bonee Toro, ®unHH OyATO MO3AOPOBEN IMOCHE paHEHUs. bpar KOpoieBbl
MIOCMOTpEN Ha DpUKa B yIOp U 3aHEC MeY.

OXOTHHUK XOT€Jl OTPa3UTh YAAp, HO OKa3ajicsl HEAOCTATOYHO MPOBOPHBIM. Meu BOH3UIICS eMy
B 00K. OXOTHUK COTHYJICS U OTHpsiHy). EMy ocTaBanoch TOJIbKO HAAESIThCS, UTO KJIMHOK BOILET HE
CIIMIIKOM TTTy00K0. DUHH BBITAIINI M€Y, ¥ KPOBb M3 paHbl MOTEKJIA MPSMO Ha cepble TOTPEraHHbIe
IITaHbl DPUKA.

Conpatel oTCTYNWIM Ha3al, npenocraBuB GUHHY camMoMy OBEpIIUTH HadaToe Jejao0. PuHH
c/ienall BbINAJ MEYOM, HO DPUK YKJIOHUJICS M MPaBOM HOrOM yqapuil NPOTHBHHUKA MO LIUKOJIOTKE.
ToT TsKen0 pyXHYI HA 3EMIIIO.

DOpUK HAKJIOHWJICS, CXBaTWJI elle He mpuiuenmero B ceds duHHA 32 MIMBOPOT, MOMIHAI,
MopIack OoT 6omu B OOKY, M IIBBIPHYJI Ha KOUKYy C rpubamu. OUHHA TYT K€ OKYTaJO XKEJIToe
00ako. OXOTHHUK 3a)Kaj HOC, YTOOBI MMbUIbIIA HE TI0Taja eMY B JIETKHE.

ConnaTel TOKE MOCTICLIMIN IPUKATh K JIUILY HOJbl pydax. @UHH nonsiTajics ObUIO BCTaTh, HO
HE CMOT, TaK Kak BoJIIeOHas MbUIbla y)Ke Havala JeiictBoBath. ['aza ero momyrHenu. OH Momois3
BIIEpEJl, PACKAYMBAsICh U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, BBITATMBAs PYKH W HAIIYIbIBas HEYTO, YTO ObLIO
BUJIHO JIUIIb eMy ogHoMYy. Ha nuiie ero urpana yisioka. JIamonu Obutd B KeNTOM mbUibile. XKenTsiit
KOMOYEK MPUJIHUI K TOI00POIKY.

Opuk noTporan pany Ha Ooky. Ha mampiax ocramack kpoBb. OH, OCMOTpeN Ha COJAAT,
CTOSIBIIMX MEXAY JepeBbsiMu. OI0NeTh cpady IBOMX eMy ObLIO He mox cuiry. Tem Oonee ¢ Takoi
paHoii B OOKy.

OpuK IISIHYN yepe3 miedo Ha Temubli jiec. Tyman HeMHoOro paccesuics. CTpaHHbIE rojioca
LIenTanu u3-3a JepeBbeB. Ha ceil pa3 oH ToTOB ObLI MOKJISICTHCS, YTO pazdupaer cioBa. Ero 3Banu
13 TEMHOTBI, YrOBapuBasi BOUTH B yanly. OXOTHUK BbITAILlMJ TOIIOP U3 CTBOJIA JIEPEBA, Pa3BEPHYIICS
U CO BCEX HOT KUHYJICS B TYCTBIE 3aPOCIIH BCIIEA 3a I€BYIIKOM.
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benocHexka Muanace mo Jyecy. He oTpbiBas rias or 3emild, OHa IEpENphIrMBalla 4yepes
yhnaBIIME JepeBbs U Orudana KOYKHU ¢ rpudaMu, 4TOObl HEHAPOKOM HE MOJHSTH B BO3IYX JKENTYIO
neuiblly. Komroune KycTsl Iapananu ed HOrM. BeTkum xusiectanu mo pykam, OCTaBisisi Ha KOXKe
JUIMHHBIE KpacHble pyO1pl. Ho oHa, He ocTaHaBIuBasCch, Oexala Kyza rias3a [isisT.

JleBylika ouyyTuiach Ha IOJI€ @IbIX IBETOB. 311€Ch €d NpUIUIOCh nepedth Ha mar. [log
HOTaMH, Yrposkas 3aTSHYTb €€ B CBOU INTyOMHBI, XJIfonajga Mep3kas kuwxka. OnHako benocHexka
YIPsIMO JABHUTaJIach BIEPE, OCTOPOKHO MPOOHpasich yepe3 TPACUHY, IIOKa MoJie He KOHUMI0ch. OHa
OKa3aJIach Ha CKJIOHE XOJIMA U PEIIWJIA CIIYCTUTHCS BHU3 K PYUbIO, HaJl KOTOPBIM CTOsJIa BCE Ta ke
Oenecas Mria.

Bce-taku onu ee Hanum. Puckys Ku3HbO, OTIPAaBUINCH B Te€MHBIN jiec, 4TOObI BEpHYTH €e.
W npuBenu ¢ coboil 3TOro yKacHOTO 4eJIOBeKa B IPSI3HON 0/eXkJe, OT KOTOPOIro MaxJyo MOTOM U
rporoM. OHa elle HUKOrJa HE BCTpedalla TaKuX OMEp3HUTeNbHBIX Joaer. Kro on? U mouemy
COTJIACHJICS BBIITOJIHUTH IOPYUYEHUE KOPOJIEBHI U NMTONTH B TeMHBII nec?

benocuexka morna moHsTh, noueMy ®duHH npecienyer ee. PaBeHHa ympasinsia Opartowm,
JMKTOBAJa €My, YTO TOBOPUTH U YTO JieNiaTh. Y HEro HUKOI/Ia He ObLJIO MpaBa BeIOOpa. A coJIaThl
IIPOCTO BBINOJIHSUINA TO, YTO UM BEJIEIIH.

Ho OxoTHUK — OHUM Bellb €ro, KaXeTcs, TaK Ha3bIBJIN, — IOUYEMY OH C PUCKOM ISl KU3HU
OTIIpaBUJICS B JIEC, €CIIU y HEro He ObLI0 B 3TOM HeobxoaumocTH? Hackonbko nonsia benocHexka,
B pas3roBope IuIa peub O ero >xeHe. VM numo ero mobneaneno, xorna OUHH NMPOU3HEC €€ MM



Mosxer, ee nepxat B 3aTo4eHMH? Ml MMEHHO Tak KOpOJIEBA IOJIydnsa BJIACTh HaJ STUM HEMBITHIM
MPOCTOTIOIUHOM?

benocHexka cryckanack Bce HMWXKE M HMKe. llokpeIBaBIIME KPYTOM CKIIOH IIOJI3y4YHe
pacTeHus: NoA0UpaIUCh K OeriIsTHKE, ONYyThIBAIU JOABDKKU U TAHYIU K 3emie. OHa oOpbiBaia UX U
Bce OJIKe MoAX0IuIIa K YepHoMy pydbto. OHa yke mouTH J00paiach 10 HEro, Korjaa TsoKeas pyka
OIIYCTHJIACh €i Ha medo. [Ipyras 3akpslia IEBYIIKE POT, HE 1aB €l 3aKkpudaTb. OXOTHUK, KOTOPOIrO
OHa Cpa3y y3Hajia 0 MEp3KOMY 3araxy, IpUTAHYJ ee K ce0e U MpUiIoKuiI nasner K rydam. Beokaas
HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]l M HE YCJbIIIAB HUYETO MOJO3PUTEIBLHOI0, OH OTIYCTHJI benocHexKy, u JIHLOo
€ro pacIulbUIOCh B YJIBIOKE.

Ee npsimo-Taku nepenepHyio ot orBpauieHus. OH xoren otnath ee @uHHy. OH ObUI 320/1HO €
ee myuuteneM. OH HE MOT HE 3HaTh, YTO TOT coOMpaeTcs BbIpe3aTh y Hee cepaue. U uro teneps?
X0Td UMEHHO OH NO3BOJMJI el yOexkaTb. OHa yke JaBHO moruOna Obl, eciiu Obl OH 3aXOTell ee
cmeptu. [louemy toraa nepeanyman? M nouemy onste roHutcs 3a Hell? OHA COBCceM 3amyTanach, U
OTTOTO 3JIMJIACh elle OoJbIle.

benocHexka pa3maxHyjlach M W30 BCEX CWJ yJdapuja €ro KyJakoM B 4eiltocTb. OXOTHHMK
oTmatHyscs. JleBylika OCTOPOXKHO 00olLIa ero U JBUHYNACh Aajibiie. OXOTHUK MOJHEC PYKY KO
pTy, Ha ry0ax y Hero Oblia KpOBb.

— beru! — psiBKHYI OH, a TOTOM HOXaJl IUIEYaMHU U CKazajl: — Bce paBHO Janeko He yOekHIlb.
Ho s Te0st mpeaynpeans, Tak 9YTO MOSI COBECTh YHCTA.

OTOT 4eNnoBeK yXacHo pazjapaxai ee. Ho oHa Bce-Taku 0CTaHOBMIIACh U OpocHiIa ONacIUBBIN
B3Iy Ha pydeil. OH kuien yrpsamu. Mx uepHble Tena u3BUBAIUCH B BOJE. YTpeil ObUIO TaK MHOTIO,
YTO pydyedl Kasajcsd 4YepHbIM. DbBelloCHE)KKa TSHKENO B3IOXHYyJa. BO3MOXHO — npa-fa, TOJIBKO
BO3MOXKHO, — K €r0 CJIOBaM CTOUT IIPUCITYIIATHCSI.

Ona cMoTpena Ha 4epHbI pyuel, He pemasch UATH Aanbiie. Hexkoropoe Bpemst oHM 00a
MOJTYaJIH.

— 3aueM KopoJjeBe yousath Te0s1? — nounTepecoBancsa OXOTHHUK.

JleByika o0epHyach U TOJBKO CEHYac 3aMEeTHIIa, YTO y HEro cepble Iiiaza. A elie CUIbHbIC
MYCKYJIMCTBIE PYKH U IIUPOKHE IUIEYH, HA KOTOpBIE NaJalld COJIOMEHHbIE BOJIOCH. OHa mepeselia
B3IJISIT HA €ro OOK M YBHJIENA, YTO KPOBb MPOIUTAJIA €r0 PyOaIIKy U pacTeKIach M3-T0J] KOKaHOTO
JKWJIETA T10 CEPHIM ILTaHaM.

— To1 panen, — Tuxo ckazasia benocHexxka, 3aMETUB, YTO OH 3a)KUMAET paHy pyKoil. OXOTHUK
Moyiya KMBHYJ. OH MO-IIpeKHEMY OKMIAJl OTBETAa Ha CBOM Bompoc. JleBylllka omycTuia riasa. —
Omna xBaTaeT BCeX MOJIOBIX JAEBYLIEK U KPaJeT y HUX IOHOCTh U KpacoTy... S BUena, 4To ¢ HUMU
IIPOUCXOJUT.

— Ho tebe ynanocs yoexars... — 3axyMuuBo nipousHec OXoTHUK. — CKOJIBKO BPEMEHU ThI TaM
nposena?

benocuHexka oOBena riaazamu TeMmHBINM Jiec, YTOOBl MPOBEPUTH, HE NpPSUYETCS JIU KTO-TO B
TyMaHe.

— 51 necats net npocuena B CEBEPHOM OallHe.

— KT0 TBHI Takas? — mpomenTaa OH, CHOBA IIOCMOTPEB Ha €€ PBAaHOE IIAThE U CIIyTaHHbBIE
BOJIOCHI.

JleBy1ika cMaxHyJa 1ot co jg6a. bapxatHslii 11 ee naaTbs BEITEPCS U COBCEM MPOXYIUIICS, a
HIKHSS 100Ka TopBaiach U 3araykanach.

— KT0 TBI? — CHOBa IOBTOPHIJI OH, Ha CEW pa3 yKe IpoMUE.

benocuexka ocmorpenack. OHu crosimu mocpenu TemHoro Jieca. JleBymika MOHSTUS HE
uMena, Kakas Jjopora BeleT oOpaTHO K JIEpeBHE W CMOJKET JIM OHa BooOIIe ee HalTu. Beicoko B
Hebe Kayalluch BEpXYUIKU JIEPEBbEB, HO UX BETBHU CKJIOHSJIUCH KaK-TO Y CIMIIKOM HU3KO, CIOBHO
XOTeNu ee cxBaTuTh. [loxoxke, 3TOT uenoBek, OXOTHUK, ObIT €€ €IMHCTBEHHBIM CIIACEHUEM.

— 51 moub Koposst MarHnyca, — HakOHell IPU3HAIACH OHA.

— Jloub kxoponst meprBa. OHa ymepiia B Ty caMyl0 HOYb, KOIJla MOru0 ee orel, — IMoKaJaj
rojoBoit OXOTHUK.

JleByIika cMOTpesia Ha Hero B yIop, CIIOBHO Opocast BbI30B. OXOTHUK IMpHKa Majel K ryoam,



MEJIJICHHO 000IIIeN €€ CO BCeX CTOPOH U 3ayMaJiCsl.

— He Bepto, — npoGopmoTan oH cebe MmojJ HOc, IO Ha €e YepHble KaK CMOJIb BOJIOCHI U
MOJIOYHO-0€TyI0 KOKY, KOTOpast TAK MHOT'O JIET HE BUEJIa COJTHIIA.

benocHexka BhIIpsSMUIAch, 4TOOBI OH MOT MOJyUllle Pa3rsaeTh JOCTaBIIUECS el OT OTia
OoJbIIMe KapHe IJ1a3a U HEeXKHbIE alble TyObl.

OctanoBuBlIuCh niepen benocHexkoi, OXOTHUK CKIIOHHII TOJOBY, a 3aT€M OCTOPOXKHO B3I
ee pyKy U MPHUHSJICS OCMaTpUBaTh CUHIKHU U HapanuHbl. OHA CTOsAJA, 3aTauB JbIXaHHUE, U HE 3HAJIA,
mnoueMy oH 3To jenaeT. OXOTHHK TSKENIO B3JOXHYJ, CXBAaTWJ JEBYIIKY 32 PYKy M MOTAIIMI 3a
co6oii. OHU C TPYAOM NMPOOUPATHCH IO WIIUCTOMY Oepery pydbsi.

— Kyna Mbl uiemM? — icyraHHo BOCKJIMKHYJIa benocHexka.

— 31ech HeOE30MaCHO OCTaBAThCS, — OTBETHI OH. — OcoOeHHO It no4yepu Kopoisi. OHU Tak
nerko 1ebs He otmycTAT. OHM ceifuac crmocoOHBI Ha Bce. Jlake Ha Takylo TJIyNMOCTb, Kak
OTIIPABUTHCS 32 HAMU B IIyOUHY Jeca.

benocHexka He cTana COpUTh, TOJIBKO JEMOHCTPATUBHO BHIpBaJia PYKY, PEIIUB, YTO BIIOJIHE
crocoOHa UATH U 0e3 ero MOMOIIH.

OHu, Ka3zajioch, II€JIyI0 BEYHOCTb Openu BAOJIb Pydbs. benocHexkka NpucIylinBagach K
yBepeHHbIM I1aram OXOTHHMKa. B jiecy crajio cMepkarhbesi, U CIYCTHBILASICS BOKPYT J€PEBbEB ThMa
myraina ee eme 0oipine. PSaomM ¢ HUIMH B KycTax METaINCh KaKhe-TO TeHU. J(eByIka crapaiach He
oOpaliare Ha HUX BHUMAHUS U TOJIBKO OBICTpee MepecTymnaia yepe3 MoBajleHHbIE 1ePEBbs U KAMHHU.
Ho xak MoxHO He oOpamiaTh BHHMaHUS Ha 3BYKHM TSDKEJIOIO JbIXaHUS JUKUX 3BEpei,
JIOHOCHBIIIHMECS U3 TEMHOTHI? !

ITo nopore OXOTHHK B JBYX CIIOBax OOBSCHWI €i, KTO OH Takod. OH Ha3Baj CBOE UMS H
CKa3aJll, 4To KOpoJieBa IMpHKa3aja eMy IPOBECTH HeOosbLION OTpsal B TeMHBbIH jec, Iie OH yxe
OBIBAJI paHBIIIE.

Korna bernocHexka crpocuia, Kakyl0 Harpagy €My HOCYJIWIHM, OH JIMIIb OTBETHJ, YTO
KopoJjeBa coiraiga. EMy He XoTenoch BAaBaThesl B OoApoOHOcTU. He cTtan oH ynmoMuHaTh U CBOIO
xKeHy. JleByllIka jkaxx/aja y3HaTh ele KOe-uTo, HO IJla3a ero BIAPYr HAIMOJHWINCH cie3amu. OH
OTBEPHYJICS U IBUHYJICS BIIEPE, JaB TEM CaMbIM MOHATh, YTO PAa3rOBOP OKOHYEH.

OHM 1UIM BAOJb pydbsl €IIe C Yac, a IMOTOM CTajld MOJHMMAThCS IO CKJIOHY. 3apociu
MOopeJieNid, U OTKpbUIach HeOosblias mojsHa. Ha 3emisie moutu He OBUIO MON3YyYUX PACTEHUH,
MIO3TOMY MECTO BBITJIsI/IE]0 OoJiee WIIM MEHee MOIXOAIUM Ul OoTAbIXa. benocHexxka omycTuiach
Ha CTBOJI yIaBILEro JepeBa. IpuK cen psaoM. OH paccTerHysn peMeHb U MOJHSIT KUJIET U pyOallky.
IIpu Buze passl OT J1e3BUs Meda benocHexkKka HEMPONU3BOIBHO TOMOPILNIIACS.

—Ilo3Bonp MHE NOMOYb, — CKa3aja OHA, 3aMETHB, YTO OH TAHETCA K (usAre ¢ Tporom.
JleByIlIKa OTKpYTHJIa KPBILIKY U MpoTaHya Gusiry OXOTHUKY.

— Moxenb MoJuTh BOT Cl0Ja? — KMBHYJ OH Ha paHy. — Bpone Hudero cepre3znoro. Muaue s
YK€ JTaBHO CKOTIBITHIICS OBI.

benocHexka cMoumia paHy W B MCIYTe OTIpPSHYJA, KOIJla OH CKPUBWICSA, OYEBUAHO, OT
pe3koil 6onm. 3aTeM OHa BbIOpasia OTHOCUTENBHO YHCTOE MECTO Ha IOJO0JE€ CBOEro IUIaThs,
OTOpBaJIa JIOCKYT U MPHIJIOKUIIA K OOJIBHOMY MECTY.

—He croutr OnaromapHocTH, — HmpoOOpMOTajga OHA, HE MAOXKIABIIMCH OT OpHUKa CIIOBa
«cracu0o».

— MBI ocTanemcs 3/1eCh Ha HOUb, — OOBSBUII OH.

bernocHexka pacumcThia KIOYOK 3€MIIM, cela M B3NIAHYylda Ha OXOTHHKA, KOTOPBIA
MO-TIPeXKHEMY MPHXKUMa K paHe BeTXyro Tpanuiy. OH BHUMATeIbHO CMOTpEN MOBEPX €€ Iieda Ha
JIepEeBbSL.

— ThI Tak ¥ HEe OTBETHJI MHE, — CKa3aja OHa.

— He nmomH10 Bonpoca, — yopaB co j10a MOTHbIE IPSIIA BOJIOC, XMBIKHYJ DPHUK.

benocHexka o0xBaTniIa KOJIEHU B 0€3HA/I€KHOM MOMBITKE 3aIIUTUTHCSA OT HOYHOTO XOJI0/1a.

— Kyna mb1 uem? — noBropuiia oHa.

Opuk HaknoHwics Brepeld. CTBOJIBI A€pEBbEB BOKPYI HUX HCITyCKalld 3JI0BEILIEE CBEUECHHE,



HECKOJIBKO pacceuBaBlliee TEMHOTY. OH HOJHSI € 3eMJIM MKy U HapuCOBaJl KBaJpaT, HECKOJIBKO
TPEYroJIbHUKOB M OTpOMHBIN Kpyr. [loTOM mokasan Ha kBagpar.

— OTO 3aMOK KOpPOJIEBBI, — IOSICHUII OH U, TKHYB NAJIKOW I1OCJIEI0BATEIbHO B TPEYTOJIbHUKHU U
Kpyr, no6aswi: — ['opel u TeMusbIi siec. BoT 31ech, 3a HUMU, 1epEBHS.

benocHexka Mosua mokadana rojsioBol. OHa B3suia y Hero naiky v Hamucana: «[EPLIOT"
XOMMOH/I». 1 aBaxkapl mogdyepKHyJia 3TO M.

— MHe Hy>KHO B 3aMOK repuora.

— To1 moligemis Tyna, Kyna st Te0s moBeay, — BBIXBAaTUB Yy HEe MaJKy, CTPOro cKazail JpHK.

JleBylika orisiiesia ero OAekay, He YIYCTHB M3 BHIY pa30OUThIe CAllOTH M 3aHOLICHHBIC 0
IOplp mTaHbl. Eciu OH He XO4eT MOMOYb € MpOoCTO MO A00poTe IYUIEBHOM, TO MOXKHO
3aMHTEPECOBATH €r0 KaK-TO MHAYE.

—Tosr Oygews mienpo BO3HArpakieH, — moobemana oHa. — Tam coOpanuck 0OyaropojHbie
BouHsl. Llenas apmus.

DpuK 3arpaBuil pyoaliky, HOX0xe, 1a)Ke He 3aMETHUB 3aCOXILEro KPOBSHOTO MATHA Ha OOKY.

— Toxe mHe, HanwM BorHa! Bamn repuor npsyercs 3a BBICOKUMU cTeHamMu. HekoTopblie oBIIbI
U TO MO33JAUPHUCTEH ero OyIayT, — pacCMesiyiCs OH.

— Tol noayuuIb JBECTH 30J0THIX MOHET, — HE caBanach benocHexka. — JloroBopunucs?

OxoTHUK caenan u3 GISHKKY MOPSI0YHBIN TTIOTOK, BBITEP T'YObI ThIILHOM CTOPOHOMU JaI0HU U
VIIBIOHYIICSL.

— JlapgHo. JlocTaBito Bac B LIEIOCTU U COXPAHHOCTH, MHUJIEIH.

benocHexka 3arisHyna ODpHUKy B JIMLO B HaJeXJA€ MOMaTh €ro B3IV U IOYYBCTBOBaja
3arnax ajJKoroJis.

— [aii ciogo.

— IMoxanyiicta, — ckazan OXoTHUK. — CMOTps Kakoe. A TO s MHOTO CJIOB 3HAO.

OH XUTpO yABIOHYJICS, U HA €r0 I1IEKE MOSBUIach SMOYKA.

benocHexka mnpucranbHO cMmoTpena Ha Opuka. Bpemenu Ha urpsl He Obuio. JInGo oH
COTJIACHTCS, INOO HeT. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH KMBHYII M TIEPECTAIT YIBIOAThCS, CIIOBHO XOTEN MOKa3aTh
JIEBYIIIKE CEPbE3HOCTh CBOMX HAMEPEHUH.

— 3Ha4YuT, JOTOBOPWINCH, — YIIBIOHYJIACh OHA.

JleBylika MojoIuIa K Kpar MOJsSHBI, HaOpaja OXaIllKy CyXHX JIMCThEB M BBICHINAJa Ha TO
MeCTO, KyJa coOupayach jeub. [loToM mpuHecna emie oJHy oxarky, 4To0bl Obu10 Tomsirde. OHa
yJIerjlach Ha UMIPOBU3MPOBAHHYIO IIOCTENb U 3apbulach B JIMCThS. bBeloCHE)KKa BIUIAbIBAIACh B
TEMHBIE BEPXYILKH JepeBbeB. [ MraHTCKME NTULIBI paccekain HouHoe Hebo. M3naneka noHOCHI0Ch
riyxoe pelyanve. OHa HaTsAHyJa HAa HOTM Pa30JpaHHOE ILIAThE, MBITAACh COTPEThCsA. 3aBTpa OHU
CHOBa OTNpaBATCA B MyTh. Eciau MmoBe3eT, HE MO3JHEE YeM Yepe3 HENeN0 OHM J00epyTcs N0
KpenocTyu repuora X3MMOHA.

benocHexka moBepHynach K DpHUKY, KOTOPBIM JiexKall BO3J€ YNABLIETO JAEpeBa, MpUKUMas
PYKY K OKpOBABJIEHHOI BETOLIH.

— Jlymaenib. .. OHHM MOTOHATCS 3a HAMH? — CIIPOCHJIA IEBYIIKA.

Celiuac, Korza Ha JIeC OIyCTHJIaCh HOUYb, € CHOBA CTAJIO CTPAILHO.

— He 3Haro. Hayo ObITH KpYIJIBIM AYypakoM, 4TOObI Cloja Je3Th. Bpsaa mu KoMy-To yaactes
3/1€Ch YLEJETh, — [IOBEPHYBIIUCH K HEM, OTBETUII OXOTHUK.

Ero rnaza 6rectenu B MCXOJUBIIEM OT JIepeBhEB MepuaronieM cBete. OH mouyecas rojoBy U
clienaj O4epeHON TTIOTOK U3 (IISATH.

— JT0 X0opo1as HOBOCTh WK IUI0Xasi? — HEPBHO 3acMesiiach benocHexka.

Opuk He oTBeTWI. OH JUIIb TOTPsC QIIATOH, YTOOBI ONPEAEIUTh, MHOTO JIU OCTaJIOCh TPOra.
benocHexka cena u ctayia BcmatpuBarbes B U0 OxoTHuka. IHTepecHO, YTO 3a MPOBOJHUKA OHA
ceOe Hama?

— Kaxk manexo 1wl 3axomuit B TeMHblit jiec?

— MBI 1aBHBIM-ITaBHO MUHOBAJIM 3TO MECTO, — OYpKHYJI OH.

JeBymika nonarpe6ina k cede nodospiie aucTheB. Eil Mepemunucy ctpaHHble 3BYKH, U OHA C
TPEBOIOM CMOTpENa B CTOPOHY 3apociei. DpHUK ke, Ka3aloch, HUYEro He 3aMedan. OH TOJIbKO



npuxJieObIBAN U3 cBoeH ayparkoi ¢usiru. OJUH TTI0TOK, IPYTOH. . .

JIBIKEHUSI €ero 3aMeIIIINCh, TJla3a CTald 3akpbIBaThes. Uepe3 HECKOIbKO MHUHYT OH
Ona’keHHO 3axparnell, OCTaBUB beJIoCHEeKKyY HaeIHE C JIECOM.

A 370Bemye 3BYKH JOHOCHIIMCH CO BCEX CTOPOH. OT KaKAOTO XpycTa BETKH HIIM KpUKa
NTHUIBI Mypaliku Oexanu y Hee Mo Koke. bermocHekka 3akpelia riia3a, YToObl OTTOPOJUTHCS OT
cTpanrHoro jeca. OHaKO MO HOTraM I0JI3aJId HACEKOMBIE M YTO-TO MEP3KO KYIKAJIO HaJl YXOM.

3acHyTb €l yAaJIoCh HE CKOPO.

9

OpuK JIByMs TOIOpaMM Mpopydan JOpory B I'yCTOM IOJJIECKE, OTCEKasl JIMaHbl U HU3KHE
BETBH, NpErpakJaBlIM€ MM NyThb. benocHexkka muia 3a HUM, He orcraBas. OHa BHUMATEIbHO
IIPUCIYLIMBaIach K CTPaHHBIM I'0J0CaM, KOTOPBIE IIENTAIN YTO-TO U3-3a IEPEBLEB.

—Yt0 oHM TaM 60pMOUYT? — CIIpOCUIa OHA.

JleByllIKa HE MOHKMMAJIA CJIOB, HO T0JIOCA YIIOPHO HNPOJOJIKAIH € YTO-TO TOBOPUT.

— He oOpamiaif BHUMaHUs, — OTBETHJI DPUK, MPOJOIKasl BBIPYOaTh KOMIOYUN KyCTapHHK. —
Temusrii 1ec HaOUpaeTcst CUI OT TBOEH CITa0OCTH.

OXOTHUK IIArHyJ Jajibllie, OHAa MOCIEeNIIa 32 HUM, HO pacTeHHs OBICTPO COMKHYJIHUCH 33 €T0
cnuHoi. KycTapHuK BUEnuiIcs KOJOYKaMU B 110101 €€ MiaThs. JleBylika pe3ko AepHyJa 3a Moo,
HO BETKH HE XOTENH ee oTiyckaTh. Hao00poT, KOTIOUKH, TOX0KE, CTallU JIepKaTh ee elle Kpemde,
KaK KpIOYKaMH, 3alleNMBUINCH 3@ IJIOTHYIO TKaHb. benocHexka mojaHsua riaza. DpuK yxe MOUYTH
nucye3 w3 BuAy. JIMaHbl cnoyi3anu € JEpEBBbEB, TpaBa TSIHYJIACh BBEPX, a4 BETBU CKIOHSIIMCH U
CIUIETAIMCh MPSAMO IEPEJ] JTULIOM JAECBYLIKH.

— OxotHuk! — no3Baia benocHexka.

Ona oTOABHHYJA BETKH, IBITASACh Pa3IJifeTh, YTO TaM BIEPEIH, HO Bce ObLIO OEcrosie3Ho.
Jlec mOrnOTUII €€ LENUKOM.

Yem Oosibliie OHA CONMPOTUBIIATIACH, TEM IUIOTHEE OOBUBAIMCH JIMAHBI BOKPYT ee Tena. M3-3a
T'YCTOM JIUCTBBI €ii Huyero He Obu1o BuAHO. CTaHOBWIIOCH TpyAHO Ablmarh. OHa mompoOoBaia
MOJIHATH HOTY, HO HaJ Hel y)Ke BbIpociia BeTKa. benocHexxka ynepiach B Hee M Ha)Xumalia J10 TeX
1op, MOKa Ta HE CIOMAJIACh.

— OxoTHuK!

Hakoner oHa ycibllana maru riae-To BIepeam, 0 Ty CTOPOHY CTeHbI U3 pacTeHuil. CoBcem
pAIOM C ee MpaBOM pyKOH Ha BETKM OIyCTUJICS Tomop. TsAHyBIIMECS K HEH JHaHbl OECCHIIBHO
omnany. 3areM OpHUK INPUHSICS OpYyLOBaTh TOIIOPOM CJI€Ba OT Hee W Haj ee ronoBoi. Cydbsd u
JUCTHS Najnaiu K Horam benocHexxku. OHa cenana mar Brepes, HO €€ IUIaThe MO-TPEKHEMY IEIKO
JepKany KoJIIouku. TolicTasg BeTKa KYCTapHUKAa SIBHO HE XOTeJa TaK JIETKO OTIIYCKAaTh CBOO
KEPTBY.

OXOTHHK BBITAIlMJI M3-3a PEMHS HOX, B3SJICS 3a IMOJOJ, pa3pe3an TKaHb M OCBOOOIMII
neBymky. benocHexxka mocMoTpena Ha TO, 4TO Korja-To OblIO IuiatheM. Teneps crepenu u cOoKy
OHO CTaJIO Y>)KaCHO KOPOTKHUM. A BIPYT HU3-110J]1 F0OKH TOpUYMUT HIkHee Oenbe?! OHa mocMoTperna Ha
OpuKa, ¥ Ha JIMIIE €€ BCIBIXHYJ pyMsHEIl.

—Hamma o dem OecrmoKOWThCs, MpHHIECCA, — MPE3pUTENbHO mpuinypuics OXOTHUK,
MOBEPHYJICA U, CIIOBHO eJlas Haka3aTh e, ObICTPO MOLIe IPOYb.

benocHexka B MOJIHON pacTEpSHHOCTH OCTAJIach CTOSATh Ha MECTE, HO DPHUK ycCIled OTONTH
YK€ JJOBOJIbHO JJAJIEKO, €1 HUYEro He OCTaBaJIOCh, KAK KHHYTHCS CJIE/I0OM 3a HUM.

Ona Oexana W YYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK B JyIIe 3aKHUIAeT 3JI0CTh, & PYKH HEMPOU3BOILHO
CKUMaroTcs B Kynaku. OHa HeHaBujena ero ceidac. HenaBuaena 3Ty YXMBUIKY, KOTOpas
MOSIBJISJIaCh HAa €ro JIMIEe BCSKHM pa3, Korja OH cMesuica Haja Hed. HenaBupaena To, Kak OH
CaMOYBEPEHHO JEMOHCTPHUPYET, OyATO 3HAET, KyJla HY>)KHO UJTH, XOTS KPyrOM OJIMH U TOT K€ JieC.
Ho Goubiie Bcero oHa HeHaBHIENNa CBOIO MOJIHYIO OT HETO 3aBUCHUMOCTb. TOJIBKO OH MOT' IIOKa3aTh
eil nopory, ocBOOOJUTH W3 IUIEHA 3JI0BEUIMX PACTEHHI-JIIOJI0€I0B U CHAcTH OT 3TOT0 HErojss
®uHHa.



— Ckaxu, OXOTHHK, — 3allbIXaBIIUCh, BbIMIAJIWIA OHA, KOTJIa HAKOHEI| JoTHana Dpuka. — Thl
MbElIb, YTOOBI YTOMUTH TOPE WU COBECTH?

On pe3ko pasBepHyncs. Jlumo ero ObuI0 KpacHbIM. IIpomuioit HOUBIO OH sIBHO mepedpal
rpory.

— A TBOe Kakoe neno? — OH NpUABUHYJICS K HEH yrposkaromie 0J13Ko.

— S, xaxkercs, HaHsJa TeOs B KayecTBE MPOBOJHHUKA, — HEBO3MYTHMO OTBETHJIA JIEBYIIKA U
yIBIOHYNACh, IOHUMAs, YTO MPABA.

OxotHuk orcryni. OH OTBEpHYJCS M MPHUHSIICA OPYAOBaTh TOIOPAaMH, CIIOBHO BbIMEIIAs
o0uay Ha CIyTaHHBIX BeTKaX. HECKOJIbKO CIIOMAaHHBIX CYYKOB OTJIETENIO MpPSIMO B JIMIIO
benocuexke.

— Ilonarato, KoposiAiM M KOpOJI€BaM, reploraM M IpHHIIECCaM HETOKE COBAaTh HOC B KU3Hb
MPOCTHIX JIFOACH.

— OHaKO ThI Be/Ib MOIIEIN CIYKHTh KOPOJIEBE... — Hayasia JAEeBYIIKa U TYT ke oOopBana ceos,
BCIIOMHHMB BBIpaK€HHE €ro juia Ha mnojsHe. OH Torja Kak-TO CTpaHHO NpPUTUX, Koraa DuHH
YIIOMSIHYI ero skeHy. — OHa xopomio Te0e 3amaTuia?

benocHexka mpiTanach BEpHYThCA K BUepaliHeMmy pasroBopy. Eil xoTemoch 3HaTh, Kakoe
corjamieHue 3akiouniau koposieBa u OxotHuk? Ha uro on Hanessics? Heykenu xoposeBa mana
Takoe o0ellanne, KOTOpoe JAa)ke OHAa ObLIa HE B CHJIAX BBIMOJIHUTH?

DpUK OCTAaHOBUJICS U OMEPCs PYKOM O CTBOJ JiepeBa.

—He cnumkom Xopomio, — cojirajl OH M, OTBEPHYBIIUCh, CHOBA B3MaxHYJd TOIOPOM. —
KoponeBckne 0coObl 0OBIYHO TaKk W MOCTyHaroT. [lmaraT jkankue rpomu TeM, KTO JOJDKEH
Cpa)kaThCsl BMECTO HUX.

benocHexka nokayana rosoBoil. OHa MOHMUMAIA, YTO EMY XOYETCSI CMEHUTh TEMY, HO €i yxe
06110 Bce paBHO. KTO OH Takoi, 4TOOBI KPUTUKOBATH €€ CEMbIO?!

— Cnacu00, KOHEYHO, HO MO OTEI[ BCET/Ia CPaXKaJiCsi caM, — OTPBI3HYJIach OHA.

3apocnu  paccrynwidch mnepea HUMH. OXOTHHK OmMycTHJ Tomopel. OHH TMOHUIH  TIO
o0pa3oBaBIIEMYCs IPOXOAY. DPHUK MPHUOABUII ATy, YTOOBI 0OOTHATH €e.

— TBoii otenr! — mpe3puTenbHO GBIPKHYI OH. — TBOM OTEI] OTKPBLI JBEPh AbABOIY. M3-3a Hero
KOPOJIEBCTBO MOTPY3HIIOCH BO ThMY.

benocHexka nepenpeirHyia 4epe3 THWION IEHb U CEPANUTO ycTaBwiach Ha Opuka. Kposp
Opocuiachk €il B JIUIIO.

— Jlymaii, yTo roBopuiib, OXOTHHK.

OpUK NOBEPHYJICS U BCTPETUIICS C HE TIa3aMHu.

— ymai, KyJ1a uJemlb.

OH TKHYJ NajibLieM 10J1 HOTH.

benocHexka 3aMeTnia, 4To 3eMJIsl IPEBpATUIIAch B NecoK. CTYIHU YK€ Haydallo MOCTENEHHO
3acaceiBaTh. CHayasia B MECKE CKPbUIMCH MaJIbLIbl, TOTOM IIMKOJIOTKH, U CKOPO MECOK J100pacs a0
CEpEIUHBI TOJICHH.

DpHK CTOSI U CMOTpEN Ha HEE, BEChMa JIOBOJIBHBIN TAKUM 000POTOM COOBITHH.

— MHTEpecHo, CKONBKO BpEeMEHHU MOTpedyeTcs MpuHIecce, YTOObl MOMPOCUTh O MoMoIM? —
€XMJIHO CITPOCUJI OH M, CKPECTHB Ha IPYAH PYKH, IPUHSIICS IPABOM HOTOM OTCTYKMBATh CEKYH/IbI.

— A CKOJBKO BpPEMEHHU TMOHAJAO0OMTCS TPYOMsiHY, 4YTOOBI €€ MpeasoXHUTh? — IMapupoBaja
benocHexka.

JleByIIKa MOMbITaach BBHITALUTh HOTH, HO OBLIO YK€ MO3HO: OHA yBsI3/1a MO KoyieHu. Uem
riy0ke ee 3acachbIBajo, TEM XOJIO/IHEE Ka3aJicsl IECOK.

OpHK ynepcs HOrol B IIPOYHBIN N€Hb, TOPYABLIMK PAJIOM C JEBYIIKOH, U MPOTSIHYIN € PyKY.
Boipaxkenue ero numa cierka cmsrduiaocbk. OH moATsHyn benocHexky K cebe, MOAXBATUI MOJ
MBIIIKH, TTOJIHST U TIEpEeHeC Ha TBEPLYIO 3eMJIt0. J{eByika Oblia BCs B ITECKE.

benocHexka onepHyna miaarbe M CTpsxHy/na necok. OHa HeNMpeMeHHO mobiarofapuia Obl
OxoTHHKa, eclii ObI ero OCKOpOJICHHs HE 3a]eNu ee 3a kuBoe. OH He 3HaJl ee OTIa U, ECTECTBEHHO,
HE MOT HOHAThH, HA 4TO crnocoOHa PaBeHHa. DTa jKeHIIMHA, 3Ta Mep3Kasi BelbMa, CHUJENa PsiIoM C
HUMH 32 KaXJ0W Tpamne3oi u Aepkaia Kopoiisi 3a pyky. OHa cka3zaja UM, 4TO ee MaTh 3abonena u



ymeprna. Tak xe kak u Mama benocHexxku. Korma uM ObUIO CKyYHO, OHA YMTana BCIyX, a €I
yCcTpauBaia nmpuemMsl 11 3HaTu. Koposb coBepmmn omuOky. Ero ogypaunnu. X Bcex ogypadniu.

Korga neBymika cHoBa mocmoTtpesna Ha DpHKa, TO YBUJENA, YTO OH CTOUT Ha KOJICHSAX B
BBICOKOUM TpaBe. OH MPOTSAHYJ €Ml KaKON-TO KYCOK KOXXHM. 3aT€M BBIICPHYJ MO IIHYPY M3 CBOMX
KOXKaHBIX HAPYKABHUKOB U TOXKE OPOCHIT SH.

—Iloxka MBI moOepeMcst 10 3aMKa, Thl ycreemb oOkoyieTb. Cmactepu cebe H3 ITOro
Kakue-HUOyIb ONOPKH, — CKa3all OH U, MOMMaB BONPOCUTENbHBIN B3I bernocHexxku, 1o0aBmir: —
OTO0 MoAKIagKa OT MOEIO JKHIISTA.

OH momoOpan ¢ 3eMiid OOJICTICHHBIA TPSA3bI0 MAJCHBKHH KaMEUIeK W CTall 3aAyMYHBO
KPYTUTb €TI0 MEXKYy MaJbIlaMU.

—Yro 310? — mouHTepecoBanach berocHexka, HaIesICh, UTO 3TO HE TO, O UYEM OHA MoayMaJa.

— ITomer. TToxoske, OJICHHI, — OTBETHIJI OH U OpPOCHIJI Ha HE€ HACMEIILJIUBBIN B3TJIS].

JleBymika HaOr01a1a, Kak OH MsIJT KOMOYEK HayibiiaMu. [1oTom mojHec ero K HoCy U BJOXHYIL.
OHa oTBEpHYJIaCh, B3IPOTHYB OT OTBPAIICHUS.

— XKnu 3aeck, — Benen OXOTHUK.

OH BcTal W OBICTPHIM IIATOM HAIpaBWIICS K Kyle JepeBbeB. TyMaH oKazalcsi TaM TaKuM
TYCTBIM, YTO JEBYIIKA cpa3y norepsiia OXOTHUKA U3 BUILY.

B xuBoTE y Hero ypuano Bce yTpo. DpUK CAABWII NaJIbLIaMU KOPUYHEBBIA KaThlmiek. OneHu,
KaK IpaBUJIO, HE 3aXOAWIu B TeMHBbII Jiec, €clii TOJIBKO MX HE 3aroHsul Tyla KakoH-HUOyIb
XMILHBIM 3Bepb. JleBylika, IpaBjia, Ha rojioJl HE JKajoBajach, HO IO €€ BHUAY ObUIO YTO-TO HE
10X0%e, OyATO B OalllHe ee KOPMUIIU J0 OTBaa.

OXOTHHUK BBICISKHMBAJ JHUYb, KaK JIeNajl COTHU pa3 B CBOEH »XU3HHU, JIBUrasicb OBICTPO M
abcomoTHO OecurymMHO. OH 3apaHee CHsJI C Iosica TOMOP, YTOObI OPOCUTH €ro, Kak TOJIBKO OJIEHb
MOSIBUTCS B ToJie 3peHusi. OH 3aMeTUJI elle OJIMH KaTbIIeK, IOTOM JPYToH... U Tak, uAs Mo CIeny,
BCE JlasIbllIe YXOAWI B O€Jblid TyMaH.

Ho BoT Tyman paccesiics, 1 OXOTHUK YBHJIEIN Iepe]] COOOH TUTAaHTCKUE BATYHBI. 32 OJHUM U3
HUX OTKpBIBaJICA IIMPOKUH BXOJ B meuiepy. Berep nepemenuiics, 1 OXOTHHUK yCIIBIIIAT 3HAKOMBIN
roJjoc.

— DpUK, — O3BaJl €ro rojoc U3 rITyOUHBI MEeIEephI.

Ee romnoc. IIpomio cTonbko BpeMEHH, a €€ rojioc 3Bydall TaK IPOMKO U OTYETIMBO, YTO Y
HEro MypallKH Mooexanu Mo Koxke. DpUK BEIPOHUI TOIOP, U TOT C TPOXOTOM ynal Ha 3emito. Capa
BBICTYNMJIa U3 TeMHOTHl. Ha Hell Obulo ee moOuMMoOe MypIypHOE IUIaThe, MPUYEM OHO Ka3alloCh
Jaxe spue, yeM Mpexae. TeMHO-KallTaHOBBIE BOJIOCH, OOpamJysis JUIO, Majadd el Ha IUledd
KpyNHbIMU BOJHaMHU. IlomHble ryObl, KOTOpBIE OH LIEIOBAJI ThICAYY pa3, OKa3aluCh IPSIMO Mepes
HUM U CJIOBHO JIaJIA TIOLEITYS.

— 310 THI? — cipocusl OXOTHUK.

Ee Teno onAte Obwio 6e3ympeuno. Bee paHbl oT ynapa HOXoM ucuesnu 6e3 ciena. U mon
IpyZblo, U Ha IlIee.

Opuk norep riasa. Bunenne ka3anoch peajlbHee cCaMON KU3HU.

— OTO THI?.. — TOBTOPHJI OH.

— Jotponscs u yoenucs cam, — npeioxkuia Capa u, IpoTSHYB PYKY, IOMaHWIA €ro K cede.

DpUK OCMOTPEJICS, BHUMATEIbHO BIVISIIBIBASICH B JIECHBIE 3apOCIIH.

«Her, Bce 310 WiLII03Us1», — OlyMall OH, BCIIOMHMB, I'ZIE HAXOIUTCS.

TeMHBblIl Jiec 3a4eM-TO Mocan eMy cTpaHHoe BuaeHue. Ho korma Dpuk nosepuysics k Cape u
CHOBa yBHJIEN €€ MUJIOE JINLIO, TO HE CMOT yaepxkaTbcs. OH IIarHyi K Hel, OKa3aBUIMCh Y CaMOro
BX0/1a B TEMHYIO IEniepy.

— I'me Tb1 6611, Dpuk? Van ko MHE. 3aluTH MEHS. .. — pacnaxHyia oobsatus Capa.

BuyTtpu y Hero uro-to obOopBanoch. OH OTYETIMBO BCIIOMHWJI TOT JI€Hb, KOIJla BEPHYJICS
noMoii u obHapyxun Teno Capbl. Ee mIMpOKO OTKpBITHIE TJla3a MOJEPHYIUCh TOHKOM cepoit
TIeHKOM. ['yOpl ObUIH cllerka MPUOTKPBITHI, PYKH — XOJOIHBI Kak Jieq. Ee cepane octaHoBUIOCH, a
paznocTh, KOTOPYIO OHA Hecla B cebe, ucuesina 6e3 criena.



—MHe Tak Kanb, — JpOKalIUM TOJIOCOM MpouIenTan DpHUK, CHAeNaB €lle OJWH IIar eu
HaBcTpeuy. — [loxanyiicta, mpoctu MeHs. BepHu MHE OKOH. ..

HX pa3gensno Bcero HECKOJIbKO METPOB. EMy XOTENOCh TOTPOHYTHCS 10 €€ IIaJKOW KOXKH.
XoTenoch ciayuiaTh €€ 3BOHKHM, MCKPALIMICS CMeX, JIeKaTh PSIOM C HEH B MOCTENH, YYBCTBYS
HEMOKOPHBIE 3aBUTKU €€ BOJIOC Ha CBOEM III€4e, COTrpeBaTh €€ XOJOJHBIE HOTH JIACKOBBIMU
MIPUKOCHOBEHUSIMU. A Kak 4ynecHO maxiu ee Bojochl! [IoToM oHa BTHpasia B HUX JUMOHHBIM COK
WJIM HAHOCHJIA Ha IICIO 32 yIIaMU HECKOJIbKO Karellb Macja rapJeHuH.

OXOTHUK TOTAHYJCA K HEH, Majblbl UX YK€ MOYTH COMPUKOCHYIUCK... M1 B 3TOT MOMEHT
KTO-TO CHJIBHO YAapWJI €ro c3au. JpuK nomarayics. OH IOTporas TOJI0BY M CMOPIIUICS OT OOJIH.

— Ona HeHactosimasi! Chapluie MEHA? — JOHECCA JO0 HEro 4ei-To Tojioc, MPUYeM J0 TOro
TPOMKHH, UTO y HETO 3a3BEHEJIO B YIIIAX.

On nmopnsin rnasa u yBunuen bemocHexky. OHa cTosia, KPENKO CKUMasi YBECUCTBIN CYK, U
Kpuuana Ha Hero. Ee nuio uckaxkana tpeBora. OHa MaxHyja pyKOW B CTOPOHY HeEHIepbl. DPHUK
oOepHyics, HO Tam, rae crosuia Capa, yxe HUKOro He Obuto. B rmyOuHe memiepbl OH yBHET
COMBIIIMXCS B CTal0 OTPOMHBIX YEPHBIX BOJIKOB. VX NIWHHBICE MOPIBI OBLIM €/1Ba Pa3IUYUMBI B
TYCKJIOM yTpeHHeM cBeTe. JKenTble BOMYBM I1a3a MpUCTANbHO cMmoTpenu Ha OxortHuka. Ot
HEOXKUJTAHHOCTU OH TOTISITHIICS.

— Omna HeHacTosmas! .. — ere pa3 rpoMko ckasana benocuexka. — OHa. ..

— Heuero opats! S nousn! — 3akpudan Dpuk.

OH cMOTpen Ha TO MECTO, Iie BCEro HECKOJIbKO ceKyHa Ha3aj crosiia Capa. Emie HemHoro —
U OH cMOT OBbI TOTPOHYThCA 70 Hee. OH BCEro JMIIb XOTEN B3STh €€ 3a PYKY U OLIYTHTH TEIUIO €€
nanbiieB. OXOTHUK CXBaTHJI BUCEBILYIO Ha mosice (GIsry U OJHUM TJIOTKOM ocymui ee. OcTatku
rpora HEMHOXKO COTPEJIH €ro, HO JIaXke 3TO He MoMoriio. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO BOT-BOT 3aIlIavyeT, U
MOCTICIINII OTBEPHYThCS, YTOOBI benocHekka He 3aMeTua ero ciaboCTH.
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OHM TOPOIUIMBO IIArajal Yyepe3 MoJe, 3apociiee BBICOKOH, ynpyroi TpaBoil. TpaBa qoxoauia
benocHexke A0 1uiey, U JEBYLIKE MPUXOAWIOCH pa3[BUraTh €€ pykamu. Eil OblI BHAEH TOJBKO
3aTBUIOK DpHUKa, HANPAaBISABUIETOCS K MPOTHBOIIOJIOXKHOMY Kparo nosiss. OH TO U A€o MOTHpal TO
MECTO, 10 KOTOpPOMY OHa ero ynapuiia. KpoBb yxe 3acoxJiia, ¥ BOJIOCHI BO3JI€ PaHbl CIUIUIUCH.

Korna oH ee octaBui, MyCTUBLIMCH B IIOIOHIO 32 OJIEHEM, OHa BIPYI YCIBIIIANA, YTO OH C
KEM-TO pasroBapuBaeT 3a JepeBbsiMU. OHa KHHYJNIAach €ro MCKaTb M HallUla BO3JIE MEIIephl, C
MOKPBIM OT ciie3 JTMIoM. OH IUTakall ¥ TAHYJ APOXKAIUE PYKH K KOMY-TO, KOTO MOT BUJETH JIHUILb
OH OJIMH.

— Capa, — MOBTOpSAJ OH, LIAr 3a IIaroM npuOIMkasch K neuiepe. Kak oH Mor He 3aMeTUTbH
OTPOMHBIX BOJIKOB C OCTphIMU 3yO0amu?! OHU ObUIM B TpU pa3a KpynHee OOBIYHBIX, a IJla3a UX
TOPEJH CTPALIHBIM KeJIThIM orHeM. Kak oH MOT He clbIaTh UX 37100HOTO0 pbika?!

benocHexka BbIOpasiack U3 3apocieil TpaBbl W CTPSAXHYJNA JMCThS, NPWIMIIIME K €€
camozienbHOM oOyBke. OHa Obuta OmarogapHa OxoTHuMKY. Eciam Obl OHa mpojoikana HMATH
00CUKOM, OCTpas TpaBa J10 KpOBU u3pe3aia Obl el HOTH.

C Tex mop Kak OHM YIUIM OT Meuiepbl, DpUK HHU pa3y He oOepHyics. OH HU CIIOBOM He
0OMOJIBUJICSL O TOM, YTO 3a BHUJIeHHE eMy Obl10. OH ynpsiMo ABUTAJICS BIEpEA, TOIIOPOM pacuuiias
cebe mopory.

— DT0 u3-3a Hee ThI B3suics 3a padbory. M3-3a Capsl. OHa pasroBapuBaja ¢ TOOOM, — Hadasia
benocHexka. JleByiika 3Hana, OH paccepIuiics, HO He codupanach Jienars BUA, OyATO HUYETo He
npouzonuto. Heyxenn on yBuzmen ee tam? UTo 3a Mupak BO3HUK MeEpel €ro 3aTyMAaHEHHBIM
B3opom? Temeps eif cTano sCHO, YTO *KeHa DpHka He Obuia B 3aToyeHuu. — Capa uro, ymepna? —
CIpOCHJIa OHA.

OXOTHHK pe3Ko 00epHYJICS U 3aMaxHYJICS Ha Hee TOIOPOM.

— He cmelt mpon3HOCHTH €€ uMsi! — pSBKHYJ OH.

benocHexka B McIyre NOMATHIIACH, CepLie OemeHo 3a01I0Ch.



OpHK OMYCTHJI TOTIOP.

— Hukorna He nponsHocH, — cka3all OH C [1€4ajblo B roJIoce.

W 4T0o0BI CMEHUTH TEMY Pa3roBOPa, OH BBITAIIMI M3 HOXKEH KUHKAJ M MPOTSIHYI JeBymike. Ta
pELIUTENbHO NIOKaYyasia rojIoBoi, HO DPUK BIOXKUI OPY)XUE €l B PYKY.

— Bor Tak. [TouyBcTBYyi ero Tsxectsb. Jlepxku 00eMMHu pyKamu.

JleBylika mocMoTpesa Ha KJIMHOK M 3aMETWIa, YTO OCTpUe cllerka u3orHyro. Kumkan
OKasaJicsl Ha YAMBIICHHE TSHKEIbIM. JpHUK He cBoAMI ¢ bernocHexku ria3. OHa moBepTena Opyxue B
PYKax M MOJIOKHUIIA HA 3EMITIO.

— A Teneph MOJAHMMU €T0 U HAIlPaBb OCTPHEM Ha MEHSI.

JIuno ero crajgo cepbe3HbIM, Kak HuKoria. ColoMEHHbIE BOJOCHI ObUIM yOpaHbl 3a YILU.
BenocHexka BBINOJIIHWIIA TIPUKA3, HAIPABUB OCTPUE B COTHEUHOE CIIETCHUE DPHUKA.

— Ilouemy ThlI...

He pnaB neBymke noroBoputb, OXOTHHUK TNpbeITHYT Ha Hee. OHa OTCKOYMJIA Hazaj,
3aMaxHyJIaCh KMHXXaJOM, METACh DpHKy B mer. OH 3aMep BCEro B HECKOJIbKUX CAaHTHUMETPAX OT
Hee, a 3aTeM BIIEPBbIC 3a BECh JIEHb YJIBIOHYIICS.

— Xoporuo. Kakas Hora y Te0s1 Begymiasi? — CipOCHJI OH ¥ OTOLIE B CTOPOHY.

OCTaHOBHBIINCH, OH yIIEPCsI CTYITHEH B IEpeBO, U MOBEPHYJICS K bemocHexke.

— UYro ThI UMeellb B BUAY? — YAUBUIIACH OHA.

Jlec 3a ero cnuHOMN MOAO3PUTENIBHO 3aTHX. J{Be BOPOHBI HAOII0alId 3a HUMU C BETKH JI€pEBa.
Ox0THHK cHOBa KUHYJICS Ha benocHexxky. OHa MHCTUHKTUBHO BbICTABUJIA BIIEPE]] IIPABYIO HOTY, HE
MO3BOJIMB €MY, TAKUM 00pa3oMm, mogo0paThcs Orke.

OH cTan ocTOpoXXHO 00X0AUTH ee. benocHexka HaKIOHMIIACh, OCTPUE KMHXKAJIa B €€ MpaBoi
PYKE O-TIPEKHEMY CMOTPEIIO MPSIMO DPUKY B TOPIIO.

— Hazan, — Benen oH. — Thl CIUIIKOM MasleHbKasi, 4YTOObI aTakoBaTh. Tebe OCTaeTcss TOJIbKO
3anmaTbes. Vcmons3yil cuily MpOTUBHHUKA MPOTHB HETO k€. BBITSHM BTOPYIO PYKYy W COTHH B
JIOKTE, TaK YTOObI OHa Obljia MapasuienbHa 3eMIIe.

benocuexka caenana, kak 0b110 BesieHO. OHa COTHYJIA B JIOKTE BTOPYIO PYKY, @ OH YyJiblOacs,
SIBHO BbIpaXkasi el cBoe ojio0penue. [lepBblil pa3 ¢ MOMEHTa UX BCTPEUHM JIEBYIIKA HE HCIIBIThIBAIA K
Hemy mpe3peHusi. OXOTHUK CMOTpEN Ha Hee TEIJIbIM B3TJISI0OM, M JIMLO €r0 CTAJN0 yIUBUTEIHHO
n06peiM. OH CHOBa IIArHYJ BIIEpe]], elle 00blIe COKPAaTUB PACCTOSHUE MEXK1Yy HUMHU.

— JleBpIM mIpemIuIedbeM THI OJIOKHpYEIIh M OTKJIOHSEIIb YAap NMpOTHBHHKA. [lake ecnu u
MOPAHMIILCS, OT ITOrO TOYHO HE YMPEIllb, — MATKO O0BACHST DPHK, JleNas ellle OJ1H LIar BIepea. —
A Terneps MOJ0XKIH, TOKA S HE MOA0epyCh MOOTHXKE.

Ona He cryckana ¢ Hero ri1a3. OXOTHHK HaJBUTaJcs Ha Hee, n300pakasi yCJIOBHOTO Bpara, HO
JUII0 y HEro OCTaBaJoCh BecenbiM. Ha miexke cHoBa mosiBMiIach siMo4ka. UToObI OHa He
paccialsiiach, OH CXBAaTUJICS 3a TOIMOP, BUCEBLIMM y HEro Ha mosce.

— Eme pano, — npomentan OxoTHuK. — Criein 3a MOUMH PyKaMu, a He 3a TJIa3aMHu.

JleByIIKa MOCIYIIHO MMOCMOTpENa Ha TOMOpP B €ro pyke. DpuUK NMpHOIM3MWICS €lle Ha Iiar.
BernocHexka ¢ TpyZIoM yaepkanach, 4T0ObI HE 3aMaxXHYTHCS Ha HETO KHHKAJIOM.

— Pano, — noBTopui OxoTHUK. — TONBKO KOTja MOYYBCTBYEIIb MOE JIbIXaHHE.

On marnyn ewme Ommwxke. Eme... Bor oH mojomen yxke modru BIUIOTHYIO. OXOTHHK
YABIOHYJICS, U B €r0 CephIX IJa3ax OHa MpouuTaia BbI30B. JleByiika He crana Oonbiie xaaTk. OHa
3aHecsia KHH)XKajl 1 OCTaHOBWIIACK JINIIb TOT/A, KOTJa OCTPHE KOCHYJIOCHh TPy JpHKa.

— OtinuHo! — 3acMesics OXOTHUK. — BoT Tak M HyxHO. Bcaau B Hero KuHasl 1Mo camylo
pykosiTh. CMOTpPH €My MPsIMO B TJ1a3a U He BHITACKUBAM JIE3BHE, TIOKA HE YBUAWIIH €0 JTYITY.

DOpUK TMOJIOKWI CBOIO PYKY IOBEPX €€ PYKH, CIOBHO XOTEJI MOMOYb € JAepiKaTh TSKEIbIH
KHHXaJl, © OTOOPHUTENBEHO YIIBIOHYIICS.

Ee npixanue yuactunock. OHa BbIpBaja pyKy, He IIOHMMAas, YTO ¢ Hel mpoucxoauT. Ero nuio
OBLIO CIUIIKOM OJU3KO.

— [Touemy ThI yuuIllb MEHs 3alUIIATLCS? — clipocuiia oHa. — [louemy ceifuac?

OXOTHHK CMOTpeN KyJa-TO BIalb, TIOBepx ee Iuieda. OHa oOepHylach W MOHsIIA, YTO €ro
B3IJIs1]T ObUT YCTPEMIIEH K Ielepe MO Ty CTOPOHY HOJIsL.



—OTO OYeHb BAXHO... — HauaJl DpHUK U 006opBan ceds Ha nmomydpaze. OH XOTen 0ObSICHUTD,
410 B TeMHOM JleCy OH Tak e ya3BUM, KaK U OHa, HO nMpoModan. OXOTHUK KUBHYJ Ha KMHXall U
ckasai: — Bo3bMmu ero cebe.

benocHexxka onmyctuwia KIMHOK. OT OJHOM JIMIIb MBICJIH, YTO OHAa MOXET OCTaThbCs B JIECY
COBEPIIEHHO O/IHa, €l cTano He 1o cebe. Koneuno, HEMpUATHO OBUIO B ATOM IMPHU3HABATHCS, HO
TOJBKO OT OpHKa OHa MOIjJla ceddac MOIY4YUTh oMol M yremeHwe. OH Ipomien Mexzay
JIEPEBbSIMU U CBEPHYJI HAJIEBO, HA Y3KYIO TPOIIMHKY.

— Kyna 1e1 ugens? — crpocusia oHa.

1o unee, M npexacTosu emie JOArui myTh Ha ceBep. OH caM Tak ckaszail.

OxoTHUK obozpstoule yiublOHyscs eid. OH Obul cTaplie ee JeT Ha IATb, MOXET, OOJIbIIE.
Bosnocel ero cOnnmuce B KOATYHBI, U 11aXJI0 OT HEro rporoM. Ho Teneps, nomiayraB BMECTE ¢ HUM I10
JIECHBIM 3apOCIIsIM, OHA MOIJIa HAKOHEI] IPEeJICTABUTh, KAKUM OH ObLI paHbILIe.

—ITomer, — moxan tedamu OXOTHHMK, IMOKa3aB Ha JIGKABIIMKA y WX HOT KOPUYHEBBIH
KaThIIIEK.

— BepHo. — benocnexka naxe ynblOHynach mpo ceds. OHa o4eHb Hajesulach, YTO OH He
3aMeTHUT pyMsHIIa Ha ee miekax. — [lomer.

OpHK KUBHYIN U yriyOuics B jec. JleBylka 3aJyMunBO MpOBOajia ero B3rasaoM. 1 ouens
CKOpO OH HCYe3 33 I'YCTBIMH KYCTaMHU.
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PaBenna O6pojuiia o yeAMHEHHOMY CaJUKy, IOTUPasi ThUIbHYIO CTOPOHY JafoHu. Koxka Tam
CTaJia CTapoX M MOPIIMHKUCTON. Bpems OoT BpeMeHHM OHa 3aKkphIBaia IJia3a, ¥ Iepell €€ MbICICHHBIM
B30pPOM SIPKMMHU BCIIBIIIKAMH BO3HUKAIU KapTuHbl. OHa Buzaena To, uro Bujen OunH. Bor nomans
C OTKpBITOW paHo¥l Ha O0ky. Connmatel, cieayromue 3a OpaTom, pyOsST Me4aMHu T'yCThI€ 3apOCIIH.
I'ne-to B rmy6une TemMHOro jeca KTo-T0 KpUuuT. KpuuuT Tak NpOH3UTEIbHO, YTO Y HEE BOJIOCH! Ha
TOJIOBE BCTAIOT JBIOOM.

...Ona nbITanack Bectu GUHHA 110 ONMACHBIM 3€MJISIM, XOTsl CUJIbI €€ ObLTM HE OecHpe/ieNbHbI.
Teneps, Korga OH 3amlesl OYEHb JAJIEKO, OHA YK€ HE MOIVIA 3HAaTh HAaBEpHsKA, I OH U C KEM.
Myxckue nuna cioBHO crepiauch. Ho PaBeHna y3nama cuiyst Opata. bpat mepecek 6osoto u
MOIIEN MO MOJII0, 3apOCHIEMY T'YCTOM, BBICOKON TPaBOM.

@®unH Obu1 kuB. JlypMaH, BbI3BaHHBIN JKENTOM MBUIBION, pa3Besics, HO Tenepb OUHH Ha
BCAKHI clTyyail MPUKPBIBAJI HUKHIOIO YacTh JIMIA [TOJION pyOaliky.

Onnako Oomnblie Bcero PaBeHHy myrano TO, YTO MEpe] €€ IJla3aMd BpeMsi OT BpPEMEHHU
BcraBasia benocHexka. /eBuoHka B compoBoxkieHnn OXOTHHKA Halpapisjiach K JIECHOM OMyIIKe.
[Toxoxe, crpamHbii TemMHbINM Jlec HE IPUYMHWIL €1 Bpeaa. Majo Toro 4ro oHa ocTtanach KMBa, OHa
naxke He Obuta paHeHa! Bcero HECKOJIbKO 4acoB — MU OHU BBIMIYT U3 3apociiel. A uro ecnu OUHH He
cMoxeT 3Toro crenars? Yto, ecnu TemHbIi jec mOryOUT €ro, Kak cryous yke MHOTHX JI0 Hero?
Kro Torna mpusener eil 1eBUOHKY?

Hoins no orpanel, PaBenna mnomuta oOpatHo. Illarm ee ObuM  pa3MepeHHBIMH U
HeTopoIIMBbIMH. TpaBa oJ HoraMu NOHMKIIA U NoKyxJja. Ha si010He ocTasncst Bcero oivH LBETOK.
Ei kazanoce, 4To Jake 3aMOK OZpAXJEN, TaK K€ KaKk M OHa caMa, M TeNepb KAl CBOETO
nocneaHero yaca. OHa B3rJIssHyNa Ha OJ1€HO-PO30BbIi 1BeTOK. Ero nenectku yBsuiu no kpasm. Bor
1 3TOT LIBETOK CKOpO omajeT. J[epeBo nepectaHeT IBECTH U HAYHET THUTH U3HYTPH.

KoponeBa oropBana 1Berok oT 3acoxuiel BeTKH. OH ObUI TakKUM HEXKHBIM U XPYIKHUM.
PaBenHa 3akpblia ria3a, CKOHUEHTPHUPOBAB BCIO CBOIO BONIIEOHYIO cuily. Eif HeoOxoaumo ObLIo
BbIBeCTH Oparta k benocHexke.

— Haiinu ee, — mpoienTana oHa, 1 JIEIECTKH PacChIAINCh y HEE B PYKE.

OpuK MoJoLIeN K JECHOW OMyIIKe, IJIe MOIIHbIE JepeBbsl CIYCKAIUCh BHU3 10 KPYyTOMY
ckiony. OH caenan 3Hak benocHexke, uToObI Ta ciefoBana 3a HUM. CABUHYB 00a Tomopa Ha OJUH
00K, OH JIeT Ha JPYroll M 3aCKOJIb3WJ MO TJIMHUCTOMY CKJIOHY. HeoxuaaHHO OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ



nyabcupymouryto 6ons B Oeape. Temepb, Korna rpor KOHYMICS, paHa OECHOKOMIAa €ro ropasio
cunbHee. JIroboe pe3koe ABMKEHHE MPUUKHAIO €My HEBBIHOCHUMbIE CTpalaHus. Y Hero ObLIo Takoe
YyBCTBO, OY/ITO B €ro TEJI0 CHOBA BOH3AETCS MEY.

TyMan MOTHXOHBKY pacceuBaics. MeTpax B TpUIUATH, 3a TPYIOH BalyHOB, BUIHEIOCH
KaKoe-TO COOpYy)KeHHe. DpHK 3a0pajcs Ha BalyH, 4TOOBI MOJYyYIE PACCMOTPETh OKPECTHOCTH.
Me:xy nepeBbsIMU 3MEWIICS py4el, uepe3 Hero OblT MEepeKUHYT KaMeHHBINH MOCT. 3/1eCh MpoJierana
rpanuna TemHoro neca. Jlanpie, CKOJIBKO ObLTIO BUHO TJa3y, MPOCTUPATIOCH OTKPBITOE TOJIE.

— CaumkoM npocto, — OypkHyn cebe nmojg Hoc OXOTHHK U OTJISIHYJICS, YCIIBIIIAB 32 CIMHOU
waru belocHexXKH.

— A uro, TemHblii J1ec TPsMO 37€Ch U KOHYAETCsI? — CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

OpHK CHOBa ITOBEPHYJICS K Yallle, I'/1€ CTEHON CTOSJIM OTPOMHBIE JIEPEBbSL.

— Kaxercs, 1a, — OTBETHII OH U IlepeBell B3IJIs1 Ha MOCT.

OHu 1uM NpaBUIbHOM JOPOroil, OH 3TO 3Ha]N TOYHO. OXOTHMK IPOCIEINT OJIEHS O 3TOTr0
camoro mecta. 1 BOT ceifuac, Oka3aBIIMCh BCErO B TPUJLIATH METpaxX OT OMyIIKU TeMHOro jeca, oH
HE MOT IIOBEPUTH, YTO OHHU IIpeooJient Bee TpyAaHocTu. ITobena. OHu nepecexii CTpalHyo Yally.
Opuk nocMoTpen Ha benocHekKy, U TUI0 ero PacIuibIOCh B IIUPOKOH YIbIOKE.

JleBymika mocremmia kK Mocty. OHa modtu Oexarna.

— WnTepecHo, Aaneko eie A0 3aMKa repiora? — paJocTHO KpUKHYJIA OHa Yyepe3 IIeyo.

Opuk mobexan 3a Heil, Ha XO/Ay NPHUIITaKUBasi BCTPEMAHHBIE BOJIOCHI M TOACTABIISS JIHIIO
COJTHEYHBIM JTydyaM. TeMHBbIH Jiec ObLT TAKUM T'YCTBIM, UTO OH YKe 3a0blI, KaKOBO 3TO, IPEThCS Ha
COJIHBILIKE.

— Ecnu uaTu mpsiMo — KUJIOMETPOB BOCEMb, HE OOJIbIlE, — OTBETHJI OH, MaxHYB PYKOHl B
CTOPOHY CTau NTHII, KPY>KUBIIMX HA TOPU30HTE.

JleBylika mocMOTpeTia Ha HEero U ynelOHyNnack. Po30BbIN IpenBeuepHUii CBET, CTPYUBIIUNACS
MEXy JepeBbsiMH, 03apui ee auio. OH 3Hai, 4To OHa Kpacua. [IoHsI cpa3y, Kak TOIBKO yBHUIEI
ee. Ho Tompko ceituac OXOTHUKY CTalio SICHO, YTO OHA JaXXe HE II0J03pEBaeT O CBOeH
MpUBIIEKAaTENbHOCTH. M ee HeBeneHHe, XOTs ODpUK HHUKOTA B 3TOM HE MPHU3HAJICS ObI, TOJIBKO
noOaBisuio el ouapoBanus. Korzma oHa pacmyThiBasia BOJIOCHI WJIM, MPUIIYPUB TEMHBIE TIasa,
HEJOBOJIBHO M OCYXKJAIOLle CMOTpejia Ha DpuKa, B HEW HE 4yBCTBOBAJIOCh HHM KAl KOKETCTBA.
Ona Bena cebs cOBceM He Tak, Kak JELIeBbIe ICBUIIbI U3 TABEPHBI.

OXOTHUK Npukall pyKy K OOJIbBHOMY MecTy. XOpoOIllo, 4TO camasi omacHasl 4acTb IYTH YKe
no3anu. Ecnu emy ynacres mpuBecTH AEBYIIKY B JIEPEBHIO, UTO BCETO B HECKOJIBKUX KUJIOMETpax
OTCI0JIa, OHU CMOTYT XOTh HEMHOrO INepeloxHyTb. /[oroBop emy BbINONHUTH HE yaactcsi. OH
JIOCTaBUT ee B Oe3omacHoe MecTo, U Ha 3ToM Bce. O Kapmarane naxe peuun ObITh He MoOXkeT. B
TPYJIHBIE BpEMEHAa DPHUK BOpPOBAJI y Ireplora NpojoBOJIbCTBHE U MPOJABaJl €ro JIIOAEH cojaaraM
KopoJsieBbl. O TakOM CTBIIHO TOBOPUTH BCIIYX, HO 4TO ObLIO, TO Obwio. IlpocTo BBIMMBKA TOrnA
3HauMiIa JUIsl Hero Oouiblie Bcero octayibHOro. Kak tonbko benmocHexkka okaxercs B HaJ€KHOM
MecTe, OH B JIIOOOM Cilydae CKpOETCs B JIECYy: 3aIUIaTUT OHa eMy Wiu HeT. OH yizaer, 4yToObl He
MTOKa3bIBAaThCS HA TjIa3a repuory u ero jJroAsaM. OH MOKOHYUT CO BCEM ITHM pa3 U HaBCerja U, Kak
IYpHOI COH, 3a0yJIeT CKBEPHYIO HCTOPUIO, B KOTOPYIO BITyTaja €ro KopoJesna.

Onu 00k 0 00k Ty 1Mo MocTy. Ilepen HUMH pacCTUIIAIOCHh IUPOKOE MOJIE KOIBIITYIIEHCS OT
BeTpa TpaBbl. HeoxumaHHo DpuK ychblman 3a CIUHOM TPOMKHHM 3BYK, HapyIIMBIIUNA POBHOE
KypUaHHE PY4bs.

«IToxosxe Ha kKamHenaay», — moxyMan OXOTHUK U 00epHYJICS.

Moct Bpone Obl cierka 3akadaics. C 00eMx CTOpPOH Hayald OOBalIMBATHCS OYIBIKHHUKU.
OpuK mpeaocTeperarolie noyoxui benocHexke pyky Ha ruiedo. OHM 3arisiHY/IM B MEJIKUE BOJIBI
pyubs. Ha mHe Jealnm COTHH CKENETOB XMBOTHBIX. DPHK 3aMETHJ MEIBEKUH Yeper W HelaBHO
OOTIJI0JaHHYIO TPYAUHY TMTAaHTCKOTO oJieHs. Ha KOCTsX elle BUIHENNCH Cle/ibl KPOBH.

Moct 3aBuOpupoBan. OXOTHHK cpa3y MOHSUI, YTO ATO 3HAYUT: B MAMSTH TYT K€ BCIUIBUIH
ucropuu o TeMHOM Jiece.

— Tpoutb! — KpUKHYI OH.

OpuH KOHEIl MOCTa HEOXHUJAAHHO MOMHsUICS. Tam, rae Oblla KaMeHHas IUTUTa, MOKa3aluch



cTpaiiHble Tya3a. Ilog MOCTOM, CBEpHYBUIMCH KIIYOKOM, JIEKalO KakKoe-TO YyAOBHILE, SBHO
MOJDKHJIABIIIEE OYEPEAHYIO )KEPTBY. DPUK CXBaTHI belnocHekKy 3a pyKy, U OHU coOpaiuch ObLIO
pa3BepHyTbCs U OexkaTh 00paTHO K OMYIIKE Jeca, 10 KOTOPOH, Ka3ajaock, ObUI0 pykoil moxats. Ho
Bce npomnaino. /lopora Ha3zaza Obl1a oTpe3aHal

Korga tpomne BcTanm, MOCT COAPOTHYJICS W TOAKUHYI UX B BO3AYX. ODpPHUK PYXHYJ Ha
MEJKOBO/IbE, PA3/1aBUB CKEJIET KAKOr0-TO KUBOTHOro. OT yznapa y Hero nepexsaTwiio abixanue. OH
JIeKaN, CyIOpO’KHO XBarash PTOM BO3AYX, M TOJIBKO 4Yepe3 HECKOJBKO CEKYH]l MpHIIe] B ceOsl.
Opexxna ero MpoMokKJa, a Koxa OT JIEASHOW BOABI IIOKPBUIACH MypaIlIKaMH.

—Tosl nena? — copocun OH, OTBHICKAB I1a3aMH bellocHEXKy, KOTopas NpU3eMiIniIach Ha
WINCTBIN Oeper, 4yJJoM He yJapHUBIIUCh FOJIOBOI 00 OCTPBIN KaMEHb.

Ho otBera oH He noxnancs. benocHexka OKpyIJIMBIIMMUCS OT CTpaxa ria3aMu CMOTpena Ha
4YTO-TO, HAXOHAILIEECS Yy HEro 3a CIUHOM. OpUK IOBEPHYJCA M YBUACI TPOMATHOE —
IIECTUMETPOBOTO POCTa — CymecTBO ¢ poramu. CyIIecTBO CTOsUIO0, OOpaTHB K HUM cepoe, psdoe
uno. BeimydyeHHble ri1a3a ObUIM YepHBIE KaK yroJb.

— bexxum! — KpukHyn OpUK, IOAHUMASACH HA HOTH.

benocHexka BCKOYWIA C 3€MJIM, U OHHM IOMYAQJIHCH IO PyCIy PYy4bsi BHU3 II0 TEYCHMIO.
['uranT, pasmaxuBasi pykamu, IBUHYJICS 32 HUMH. OH 1€, ¥ 3eMJIsl TPACIAch y HEro MoJl HOraMH.
CHoTKHYBIINCH, DPUK HA CEKYHIY 3aMEIIKAaJICS — U TPOJUIb OKAa3aJICs y HEro 3a CIIMHOM.

— beicTpo Oeru oTcroa! — mpuKasai OH JICBYIIKE.

Ecnu eil ygactcss mpocKOYMTh MHUMO TPOJUIsA, TO A0 OINYIIKU jeca OyIeT coBceM OJIM3KO.
benocHexka HeyBEpEHHO IIOCMOTPEIA HA HETO.

— IIpocto Gern! — KpUKHYJ OH, TOATOJKHYB €€ B CIIUHY, U MIOBEPHYJICS K UyJOBUIILLY.

Tpomnb ocTaHOBHIICS, pacCTaBUB HOTH 1O Oeperam pydbs. Bpemenu Ha pazaymbe He ObLIO.
OpUK B3I B KOXKIYI0 PYKY 110 TOOPY M OPOCHJICS HA 4y/I0BUILE.

Tposnne 3amaxnHysncss Ha OXOTHHMKA KyJAKOM, HO TOT NIPUTHYJCS, U pyKa 4yAOBULIA JIMIIb
cllerka 3ajiejia ero no MakyllKe. DpUK yaapui o0OMMH TOINOpPaMHU Cpasy IO JIEBOM HOre TpoJuis,
OJIHAKO 3aTesl OKa3ajach HE CIMIIKOM yAauyHOU. Tormopsl Jullb clerka ouapanaiy TOJICTYI0 KOXKY,
pa3pyOUTh KOTOPYIO 0Ka3aJ0Ch HE TaK-TO MpocTo. i1t Tposuis 3To ObLIO Kak yKyC KOMapa.

Tposnne nocmorpen Ha OXOTHUKA € BBICOTHI CBOEI0 'POMAHOIO POCTa M FPO3HO 3apbluai. A
MIOTOM CXBaTHJI DpHKa 3a MOsIC U MIBBIPHYJ B pydeil. OXOTHUK CUIIBHO yaapuics 00 UIMCTOE THO U
HECKOJIBKO pa3 mepeBepHysics. PaHa Ha 60Ky OTKpbUIaCh U Hayajla KPOBOTOUUTh. JPUKY HUUYETO HE
0CTaBaJIOCh, KaK 3a)KaTh €€ PYKOM.

Tpomte MeyIeHHO HalpaBuiCs K HemMy. M yxke uepe3 HECKOIbKO CEKYHJI BCEH CBOEH MacCcou
HaBuc HaJl OxoTHUKOM. KaMeHHOe JMIIO ¢ TOpyYallMMHU BIEpe] OTPOMHBIMHU KENTHIMH 3yOaMu
0Ka3ajJ0ch Tak OJM3KO, YTO TOpsiue€e THUIIOCTHOE JAbIXaHHE B3bEPOILIMIO BOJOCH Dpuka. Tpoiib
3aHeC Kyjak. DpHUK 3axmypwicsa. OH MOHsII, 4TO HAcTal €ro CMepTHHIN 4ac. M TyT oH ycnblman
rojoc benocHexku.

— He tporaii ero! — kpuuana ona.

OXOTHUK OTKpBLI Ta3a. bernocHexka, nogHuMas GoHTaHbl OpBI3T, MYallach K HEMY IO pycily
pyubs. Ilepen coboii oHa nepkana kuHxai. MIMeHHO Tak, Kak oH ee M yuwi. Ho ceifuac kiMHOK
Ka3aJicd MaJICHbKUM M KankuM. He GombIiie HOrTst 60J1bI10T0 Najiblia TUTraHTa.

— Her, — BBIIOXHY DPHUK, CIOBHO MOT OCTAHOBUTH €€ ITUM «HET.

Bce ero teno Hputo. OH MOMBITANCS BCTaTh, OJTHAKO HEBBIHOCHMAs OOJIb MPOH3MIIA PAHEHBII
OOK.

Tposib, NEepeKIOYMBIINN BHUMaHUE HAa BENOCHEXKKyY, TSKENIO 3alaral BBEPX IO PYUbIO.
JleBylka B ynop IoCMOTpEINa Ha TPOJUIA U MOJHAJA COTHYTYIO B JIOKTE PYyKy. [laxe ¢ Toro mecra,
r7e jexan DpuK, OblJI0 BUJIHO, KaK IpoKUT benocHexxkka. OH TSHKENo CrVIOTHYI, MPEICTaBUB, YTO
ceifuac mpousoier. OH ObUT HacHbIIaH O MOBagKax Tposie. M 3ToT, HaBepHOEe, TOXE crepBa
Pa3MO3KHUT >KEPTBE TOJIOBY, a 3aTeéM IOJAaKOMHUTCS €€ BHYTPEHHOCTSAMHU. OpUKY Jierde ObLIo
yMepeTb, 4eM BHUJIETh, Kak Mep3Koe uyJoBullle yOuBaeT benocHexKy.

HeoxxunanHo Tpomib octaHOBWICA. J[pIXaHUE ero ObLIO TSXKENIBIM U TaKUM 3JI0BOHHBIM, YTO
JEBYILIKY MEPENEPHYIO OT oTBpauieHus. Ilay3a nmmiack BCero HECKOJIBKO CEKyHA. 3aTEM TpPOJLIb



HECTICUTHO C)KaJl KyJaKd M CIEerka HaKJIOHWJI TOJOBY, YTOOBI MOJYyYINE Pa3riIsieTh KPOIICYHYIO
¢durypky benocuexku. Ho ta naxke He menoxnynack. OHa B ynmop cMoTpena Ha 9yfoBuie. Tposuib
3100HO (BIPKHYI ¥, THYB C J0CAJbl BAIYH, MOMIET IPOYb MO PYCIy pydubsi. DpUK HE BEPUJI CBOUM
riazaM. Takoe HU B OIHOM CHE HE IPUCHUTCA.

W e Korna TpoJuTh CKPBUICA M3 BUIY, JACBYIIKA HAKOHEN omycTuia KuHxai. [logbexas k
OxoTHHUKY, OHa 00XBaTUjIa €ro 00eUMU PYKaMH U MTOMOTJIA TOIHATHCS.

OpHUK TONbKO TrojoBOM mokadas. OH HE MOr IOBEPUTb, 4YTO OHA OKa3ajachb TaKOM
6e3paccynHoil. Benb Tposuib MOT cliOMaTh € 1Ie0 OJTHUM ABM)KEHHUEM HaJIblIa.

— 51 e Benen Tebe 6exarb, — 3arjsiHYB B €€ Kapue Iiiaza, cKa3aj OH.

Ha nune benocHexku mosiIBUIOCH YIPSIMOE BbIpaXKeHHE.

—Ecnu 6Bl 51 chmenana Tak, Kak ThI BeJeNl, TO OT T€0S U MOKPOTO MECTa HE OCTajJoCh OBl
[Ipocroro «cnacu6o» 6yneT 10CTaTO4YHO.

Omna yOpana pykd, OH IOKAQUHYJICS M CJIETKa MOMATUiICS. J[eBylIka OTBEpHYyJach M 3amiaraia
0 KaMEHHCTOMY Oepery.

— [Momoxaun, — THXO MO3BaJl DPUK.

On cmotpen Ha benocuexxky. HemokopHbie TOKOHBI ynanu ei Ha riaza. Ha 10y HeGombIas
napanuHa. OXOTHUK HE OTBOJWJ TJIa3 OT ATOM XpyHKoil aeBymku. M oTkyna y Hee TOJIBKO CHJIbI
B3suMch? 3aueM OHa momnuia Ha Takod puck? Pamm vero Bepuynack? Heyxenu Hazesiach, 4To
KMHXKal el moMmoxker? OHa okazajach ropas3io Xpadpee MHOTUX B3pPOCIBIX MYKUMH, KOTOPBIX OH
BCTpeUas Ha CBOEM BEKY.

— Hy 4t0? — ckpecTuB pyKu Ha rpyau, HEJOBOJIBHO cripocuia benocHexka.

Opuk yneiOHynca. OH nopomien k benocHekke, MONOXKUI YKy €l Ha TUIeYO U, 3aryisiHyB e B
rJjiaza, cKasai:

— Cnacubo.

Yactb Il
N TOJIbKO BJTIATOPOOHAA KPOBb MOXET 3TO PA3PYLWWAUTD...
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OHM MTPOIITH OKOJIO MATH KUJIOMETPOB 10 TOJII0, a 3aT€M IepeceKsIn HeOOIbIIYIO POIIUILY, 32
KOTOPOW HAuMHAIOCH 00J0TO. benocHexka CHsla CBOIO CaMOJEIbHYI0 OOYBKY M YK€ OOCHKOM
nonwia no TpscuHe. OHa ¢ TpyJOM cjejana 1ar, Ipyroi... Dpuk e 3a Hell.

On ckazain, yto 310 Aopora Ha Kapmaran. OH Benen He OCTaHaBIMBATHCS U UATH 4Yepe3
6onoto. OnHAaKo 4YeM JOJbLIE OHU IIIM, TeM OOoJblle HAacTOpakMBanach JeBylika. KpemocTh
reprora Tak W HE TOSBWIACh Ha ropu3oHTe. CIEemoB €ro Jojei Toxke He ObUI0 BUAHO. Y
benocHexku He BBIXOAMIIA U3 TOJOBHI KapTa, KOTOPYIO DPUK HAPUCOBANI Ha 3eMiie, U ACPEBHs, TIe
OH COOMpaJICS OCTAHOBUTHCH.

bosoro crano rny6xke. UToObl HE MPOMOKHYTh, bellocHekKe MPUIITIOCh NPUITOTHATH 1101011
TUTaThsl, WJIM, BEPHEE, TOTO, YTO OT HEro octaiock. OHa Mecuia HOTaMH TPsi3b, U XOJOTHAS KIDKA
nomajnaiga Mexay nanbieB. OHa BAPYr yBHIENA Yy CaMOW INMHUKOJOTKH KPOIIEYHYIO PBIOKY;
MaJIeHbKHE PHIOKM CTaKaMU TUTBLIM €i HaBCTpedy, a TOTOM HCIYTaHHO CBOPAYMBAIN B CTOPOHY.
JleBylika TOJHSJIA TJIa3a W yBUJENA KaKue-TO TeMHble (purypsl Ha Oepery Oonota. VX chiIy THI
SICHO BBIPHCOBBIBAIMCH Ha (oHe 3akara. OHa gaxe CMOTJia pa3iMdUTh JIYKH M KOIYaHBI CO
CTpelaMH Y HUX 33 CIUHOM.

[ToBopauuBath Hazan ObUTO MO3MHO. UTOOBI ee He y3Hamu, benocHe)kka Ha BCAKUU CITydai
omyctuia roioBy. Korga onn ¢ OXOTHHKOM BBIIIUTH Ha Oeper, BIiepe ] BHICTYIHII YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM
TUTanie ¢ HW3KO HaJBUHYTHIM Ha TJla3a KaIoMIOHOM. YeroBeK IeNnwics U3 JiyKa IpsSMO B TPYIb
JIEBYIIKH.

— ['oBOpAT, TONBKO IEMOHBI M PU3PAKU CIIOCOOHBI BBDKUTH B TeMHOM Jiecy. A BbI KTO Takue?

DpUK CHSJI ¢ TI0sIca TOTOP U BCTAJ nepesl belocHex Ko, 3aCIOHUB €€ OT He3HaKOMIIA.



— A MOXET, BbI KOPOJICBCKHE IITHOHBI? — ITPOJIOJDKAI JAOTPOC YESIIOBEK B TUIAILE.

— M1 Gerutenibl. CriacaeMcsi OT KOPOJIEBBI, — BO3Pa3uil DPHK.

benocHexka MoAHsIIa TOJIOBY, YTOOBI YEIIOBEK B YEPHOM MOT BUIETH €€ JIUIIO.

— MBI He IPUYMHUM BaM BPeZa, — MOJIOKUB PYKY DPHKY Ha IUICUO, CKa3aja JeBYIIKa.

Korna Opuk onyctun Tonop, He3HaKOMEL] OTKUHYJI KaroloH. [lepen HUMu cTosiia )KEeHIuHA
C TOHKMMH YEpTaMH JIMIIA: TOYEHBIM HOCOM M BBICOKMMH CKyJ1aMHu. Ee pbeDKHE BOJOCH ObUIH
3arieTeHsl B Kocbl. OHa Morjia Obl cuumTaThes KpacaBullei, eciu Obl He 0e300pa3HbIii PO30BBII
IIpaM Ha IpaBoH IIEKe OT J1da JO CaMoro MoA00POAKa.

Ee cnyTHUKM TyT K€ ONYCTWIM JIYKM U OTKMHYIM KamomoHbl. OHHM BCE OKa3ajlUCh
KEHIIIMHAMU, U OYEeHb KpacuBbIMU. M y BCexX 10 OJIHOH mpaBasi CTOpOHA JHIa OblIa U3ypoaoBaHa

IPAMOM.
— A e My)X4UHBI? — HIOMHTEPECOBAJICA DPUK.
—Her Hukoro,— oOTBeTWJa pbDKEBOJIOCAsT IKEHIIMHA U, YJIBIOHYBIINUCH, TMPOTSHYJIA

benocuexke pyky. — Mens 30ByT AnHa. JIoOpo 1mokaioBath.

Heckonbko wacoB cmycTsi benocHexxka cujiena y OrHsi, YKyTaHHas B IIEPCTSIHOE OJEsUIO.
BriepBbie 3a MHOTO JIeT Ha Hell OblIa cyxas W 4mcTast oaexnaa. [laHTamoHbI, MpaBaa, OKA3alHuCh
HEMHOT'O BEJTMKOBATHI, J1a U pyOallika u3 rpy0oil TkaHu HaTHpaia KOXy, OJHAKO OHA HUKOTJA elle
HE 4yBCTBOBaJIa c€0sl TaK XOPOILIO.

JleByiika HaOr01a1a 3a TEM, KaK MOXKHUIIas KEHILMHA, TOXKE MECTHAs KUTEIbHULIA, 3alTUBACT
pany Opuka. [IoTOM XeHIIMHA HalOXWiIa HAa PaHy YUCThIM KyCOK TKaHHW, MPUOMHTOBajla €ro u
yiuia. benocHexka eiie HM pazy He BUela ero TaKUM CIIOKOWHBIM. SI3bIKU MIaMEeHU O0TOpachIBaliu
HA €ro JIMIO MSATKUI CBET.

JlepeBHs mpezcTaBiisiiga co00i psii KPBITBIX COJOMOM XMXKMH Ha CBasiX, YCTAHOBJICHHBIX Ha
MEJIKOBOJIbE. AHHA OTBE3JIa MX Ha JIoJKe K cebe noMoil. Jlom ee OBbUT OKpYKEH JepeBSHHBIM
HACTHJIOM U MPUIOTHSAT HaJl O0JIOTUCTON MOYBOM.

AHHa U ee ceMuwiIeTHss qouypka Jlumu cuaenu B yriry miatopMbl B HETOPOIUIUBO YHCTUIIH
pBIOY, KOTOPYIO IOTOM HAaHU3BIBAIHM HAa OEUEBKY U BEIIAJIH CYIIUTHCS.

—3JTO W ecTb Ta JepeBHA? — MOBEPHYBIIMCh K OpHKY, crpocuia bemocHexkka, XOTs
IIPEKpacHO 3Haja OTBeT. — Ta, B KOTOPYIO Thl COOMpAJCs MPUBECTH MEHA, Mepe] TeM Kak Jall
o0elanue Mokas3aTh JOPOTY B 3aMOK repiiora’?

— ComHeBaroCch, 4T0 X9MMOHJI OKaKET MHE TEIUIBIN MpHeM, — OmycTHII ria3za OxoTtHuk. OH
CMYILIEHHO OJIepHYJ] pyOaliKy, HEBOJBHO MOMOPUIMBIINCH OT OOJM, KOTOPYIO MPUYMHHIO E€MY
pe3K0oe ABHKECHHUE.

— Ilouemy? — nounTepecoBanack benocHexka.

CkpecTuB pyKy Ha TpYyIH, OHA JKJana OMpaBIaHUM.

OH counran ei. [Toxsiicss A0CTaBUTH B 3aMOK Tepliora U He CIep:Kall ClIOBa.

Opuk B310xXHYJI. OH HAKJIOHWJICS BIEpel, MPOTArUBas UclapanaHHble PyKU MOOJIMKE K OTHIO.

— 51, BO3BMOKHO, CITy4ailHO POl KOPOJIEBE Mapy JroAell XaMMoHAa. S BOpyIo y repiora, oH
BOPYET Y KOpoJIeBbl. Takol BOT KPyrOBOPOT JKU3HH.

benocHexka TOnabKO rojoBoi mokauyana. OH Mpou3HeC ATO Tak HEOpekHO, 0e3 TeHu
coxanenust. OHa erie HUKOT/Aa He BCTpeyalia CTOJIb OECYyBCTBEHHOI'O UEJIOBEKA.

— 51 Bce paBHO noliay k repuory. C To6oi niu 6e3 Teds.

— 51 cnepxan cnoBo. Obeman JocTaBUTh TeOst B Oe30macHOE MECTO W JOCTaBHI. 37ech
6e3onacHo. Beap Tak? — ckazan JpuK, MOCMOTPEB €l MPsIMO B TJ1a3a.

OHn ornszaencs no cropoHaM. Bo3zie kaxaoi U3 COCEAHMX XM)KMH B Ooyarax Ha JEpEBSHHOM
HacTHJIe Topesl oroHb. JKeHImMHbI cueny rpynnamu. Enu, cynaunam o HeoKUJaHHOM IMOSIBICHUU
benocuexku.

JeByiika nmocmoTpena Ha cBou pyku. [Tocne TemHoro neca BBITIAIEIA OHU OTBPATUTEIIBHO.
W xoTs OHA THIaTENbHO BBIMBUIA PYKH B Ta3y, 4TO Jaja €l AHHa, MOJ HOTTSIMHM OBUIO YEPHO OT
rpsi3u. benocHexka moaHsAA r71a3a ¥ oMalia Ha cebe MPUCTAIBHBIN B3I DpUKa. JPUK JIepKal
B PyKe KaKOW-TO CTpaHHBIN MperMeT.



— Yo 310? — cripocuna benocHexka.

—OTO cllelaHO W3 KOCTOYKH, BBIHYTOM W3 CepJlia OJEHSA, — OTBETHJI OpHUK W, 3aMETHUB
MOSIBUBILICECS HAa €€ JIMIE YIMBICHHOE BBhIpakeHHe, mpoaosnkmi: — OneHp — camoe poOkoe
XKUBOTHOE B Jiecy. Ho B ero cepaue ectb KocTb. CUMTAETCS, UTO B MUHYTY ONACHOCTH OHA MPUJAET
eMy cMenocTi. DTo amyneT. O0eper oT 37bIX Yap.

I'maza OxoTHuKa 3aTymMaHwInCh. OH rOBOPUJ MEAJIEHHO, B3BEIIMBAs KaKJ0€ CIOBO, CJIOBHO
eMy OBLJIO TPYIOHO JepxaTh ceOs B pykax. bemocHexkka moraganack, 4To oOeper mojapuia eMmy
Capa.

— XO0Ts1 Bce PaBHO HE IIOMOTAEeT, — TPSIXHYJ IOJOBOM DpHK, 3aCOBBbIBAas aMyJsieT OOpaTHO B
KapMaH.

W3 xwxunabl Beinuia AaHa. OHa npuHecaa MUCKY ¢ (pOpesbio M IOCTaBHUiIa Ha OTOHb. 3aIaxJyio
cBexkel priOoii. benocHexka ornsHynach Ha Jluin, KOTOpasl MpoJjioipKala YMCTUTh OCTaBIIYIOCS
pbi0y. YV Jlunm ObuIM MyXJble IIEYKH W OrpOMHBIE roiyOble riaza. Kak um y Bcex >KUTEIbHHIL
JIepeBHU, Ha JHIle y Maiblku Obl1 mpam. M Bce ke benocHexxka HEBOJIBHO 3amt000Basiach
J€BOYKOM.

— Kakas y Te6st kpacuBasi 104b, — YIBIOHYJIaCh OHA AHHE.

AHHa ycnena pacijieCTH CBOM PbDKHE BOJIOCHI, M TEIIEPb OHU TYTMMHU 3aBUTKaMU Najaiu eu
Ha 1uieun. OHa 3aJyMYUBO MOTEpIIa 100 U TUXO cKa3aia:

— B Hamum BpemeHa noJo0HbIM clioBaM He paayroTcsi. KOMIUIMMEHT CTaHOBUTCS MPOKIISITHEM.
C MOJI0JI0CTBIO HUYETO HE MO/IeIaelb, a BOT KPACOTY...

I'maza benocHexku HanojmHwiuch cine3amu. bennbie marepu! UToObl cnactu jouepei ot
KECTOKOM KOPOJIEBBI, OHH YPOAYIOT MX COOCTBEHHOW pyKoil. M MpUXOMUTCS HUATH Ha TaKoe,
9TOOBI JCBOYCK HE MOCTUTIIA YIacTh HECYaCTHON Po3bl.

— Kak 310 y)acHo, — B3goxHyna benocuexka.

— MBI jkepTByeM KpacoToW Hammx JeTed panu ux cmaceHus. M ot teds, mpuHiecca, Toxe
noTpedyeTcs KepTBa, — Ipou3Hecaa AHHA.

benocHexka ¢ Bo3MylieHneM nocMoTpena Ha OXOTHUKA.

— He cMoTpu Ha MeHs Tak, — Hokavall rojioBoi OXOTHHK. — SI HU CJIOBa, HU MOJICIIOBA HUKOMY
HE CKazal.

— 51 3Ha10, KTO ThI, — CKJIOHWIA rojoBy AHHa. — Jlo Hac Jouuia BecTh 0 TBoeM mnobere. B ot
JIeHb, KOT/1a Thl yOeXana W3 3aMKa, JII0JIM KOPOJIEBbl CXBATUJIM JIBOMX IMOBCTaHIeB U3 Kapmarana.
OnHOro M3 HUX MOTOM OCBOOOJMIIM, U OH BEPHYJICS K Ieplory, — ckasana bernocHexxke AHHa H,
KpEenKo CXkaB ee pyKy, nobaBuna: — [Ipurorosscs, goporas. CKOpo HAcTynmuT BpeMs, Korja Tede
MIPHUIETCS IPUHECTH ceOs B KEPTBY U BCTATh BO IJIaBE KOPOJIEBCTBA.

— OTkyza Tbl 3Haeb? — crpocuiia bemocHexka, OTIepHyB PYKY.

JleBylika SIBHO 4yBCTBOBaia ce0si HE B CBOel Tapenke. Benb ¢ AHHOM OHU MO3HAKOMHITUCH
BCEr0 HECKOJBKO 4YacoB Ha3aja. VM HeBaxkHO, 4TO OHAa MM OYeHb IMOMOIJIAa. AHHa BCE PaBHO
octaBanach a5 benocHexku uyxoi. 1 kak oHa mocmena Tak pa3roBapuBaTh C MpUHIIECCON?!

— 51 4yBCTBYIO 3TO, — OTBeTWJIa AHHA M, MOBEPHYBIUMCh K DElOCHEXKE CIHHOM, IOILIa
nomorarthb JIuiau 4ucTuTh puidy.

benocHexka naxe 3apaenach OT CMyIIeHUs. AHHA HE NMOHUMAeET, 0 4eM roBoput. 1 komy
Kakoe J1e10, 4YTo OHa 4yBcTByeT? benocHexkka — He BourtenbHHMIA. OHa pobepercs 10 3aMKa
repuora M OCTaHETCs TaM J0 KOHIa BOMHBL. JKEeHIIMHAM HHKOTJa paHbllle HE pa3pelanoch
MPUHUMATh YUYaCTHUE B CPAKEHUSX.

benocHexka, MOIMIOTHEE 3aBEPHYBIIMCH B OJEAJIO, yJerach Ha Jgomarslid HacTwi. OHa
MONBITAJIACh YCHYTh, HO B3I DpUKA HE JaBajl €il MOKosl.

— Yro Takoe? — MoTepsiB TEPIEHUE, B KOHIE KOHIIOB CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— Huuero, npuHiiecca, — yasi0OHyncss OXOTHUK.

DpUK CHSUII C OTHS PbIOY M CTaJl BBIHUMATh KOCTH.

OH ayman o ToMm, uTO ckazajiia AHHa. Ero mouemy-To He CIMIIKOM yJIMBHWIU €€ cioBa. Benb
benocuexka cracna ero B TeMHOM Jiecy, ¥ OJTHO 3TO YK€ CBHACTEIBCTBOBANIO O ee Oeccrparmuu. Ee
CHUJIe BOJIM TT03aBUOBAIM Obl MHOTHE MYXUWHBI. HO 4TO MMEHHO MOYyBCTBOBajla AHHA — COBCEM



Apyrasi ICTOpHSI.

JleByllika HakOHEI| 3acHyjla. AHHAa € JOYKOM THXO IMOXEJIajdu €My CIHOKOMHOW HOYH M
CKPBLIUCH B XMKHHE. OXOTHUK JIOJITO CHUJEN B oJuHouecTBe. OTHU BOKPYT IOCTENEHHO Iaciu, U
gyepe3 KaKoe-TO BpeMsl OH OKa3aJics B MOJIHOM TEMHOTE.

Kopouea ckopo sButcst 3a HUM. OH cOexar ¢ ee IIICHHULEH, 0OMaHyJ ee JII0JIei U paHu ee
Opara. Eif He moTpedyeTcss MHOIO BPEMEHH, YTOOBI BBICIEIUTH €r0 3[€Ch, IO APYTyI0 CTOPOHY
Temuoro neca. Teneps, Koraa emy ACMCTBUTEIBHO I'PO3UIIA CMEPTh, BCE BHYTPH HErO OTYasiHHO €U
conpoTuBisIock. OH HE XOTed NPUHMMAaTh CMEPTh BOT TaK, Ha ycnoBusx PaBeHHbl. OCOOEHHO
II0CJIE TOr'0, KaK OHa COJIrajia emy.

BrpodyeM, He HCKIIOYEHO, 4TO c€i0Ba AHHBI PO KEPTBY, KOTOPYIO HPUIETCA HPUHECTH
BbenocHexke, — o 601bHOTO BooOpaxeHus. M 3To A Hero xopoiuee onpasaanue. JleBymika u
cama IpekpacHo crpaBuTcs. OHa yxke JBaX]bl cracaja €My KW3Hb B 3aKOJJIOBaHHOH uainoOe.
Kumxan oH el fai, a cooOpa3uTeNbHOCTH € He 3aHuMaTh. OHa 1 0€3 ero MOMOIIY HAWIET J0POry
B KPENoCTh Iepuora. A JroJsM KOpoJeBbl MOHAI00UTCs 10 KpaifHell Mepe elle OJUH JeHb, YTOObI
BbIOpaThcs u3 TemHoro seca.

OXOTHHK B TeMHOTE cOOpaJl MOKUTKH U MOBECWI Ha Mosic Tornopbl. OH MPUXBAaTHII C COOOM
3aracHOM JIOCKYT JUIsS TEPEBS3KM PaHbl M OAHY (opeib, 4ToObl 3aBTpa OBUIO YeM MEPEKYCHTb.
3atem Opocui mpolaibHbli B3I Ha benocHexky. ['yObl ee 1eBeanIuch BO CHeE.

— IIpoknstue, — Oypkayn OXOTHUK.

Ero mpuBoauio B pas3ipakeHHe TO, YTO BCE OKA3aJoCh HE TakK MPOCTO, Kak oH ayman. He
HY)KHbI €My pa3Hble TaM MPUBS3aHHOCTU M CUMIIATHH, & CJIEA0BATEIbHO, U OCIIOKHEHHUS, KOTOPbIE
BO3HHUKAIOT, KOT'JIa BIIyCKaelllb JPYroro 4ejoBeka B CBOO »ku3Hb. Her, 370 He as Hero. EMy Beerna
OBLIO TIPOIIIEC OHOMY.

Opuk HanpaBwics ObUIO K JIECTHULE, BEAYILEH K BOJE, HO BAPYT OCTaHOBUJICS, BCIOMHUB 00
obepere, 4To JeXal y Hero B kapmane. OH MMOBEepTEN TaMCMaH B PyKe, BOCKPECUB B MaMSITH TOT
neHb, koraa Capa nojgapuia emy odeper. To CIy4HIIOCh MOCJE TOro, KaK Hauyaluch OECHOPSIIKH.
Jlo HEX cTanu AOXOAMTH CIyXH, YTO B Jiecy yOWBaroT jroaed. Pa30oiiHMKM TpaOuiam W OKIiu
(Gyprossl ¢ MPOAOBOJIBCTBHEM.

«Ha Bcsikmit ciydaity, — ckazana Capa u mpoTsHyjia eMy o0eper.

Omna Bcerja Obljla O4€Hb CYEeBEPHOM.

OpuK B mocieaHUN pa3 nocMotpen Ha nojgapok Capsl. OH 3HaJ, 4TO eHa MOHsIa Obl €ro
NOphIB OCTaBUTh amyineT benocuexke. Cape mpumiesncs Obl mo aymie HpaB JeBymku. Capa 1o
JIOCTOMHCTBY OIleHWIa OBl TO, KaK OTBaXKHO Besa cedst bemocHexka Ha omymke Temuoro neca. 1
x0Ts1 OXOTHUKY OBLIO TPYJHO B 3TOM IPU3HATHCS, B Iyllle OH TOe OblT O1aronapeH benocHexke.

OpHK BJIOXKUI TaJIMCMaH JIEBYIIKE B pyKy, Hazxesach, yto Capa onoOpmia Obl €ro pelieHue.
Moxert, oOeper u aeicTBYeT. MOeT, Tak OHO U ecTh. Benb oH He ymep. OH BBDKWII ITOCIIE TTOTEpU
JTOOMMOM KEHbI, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO HE O4YEeHb-TO W crapaics. OH Bbiuen u3 TemHoro neca. U
Kakas-TO HEBEAOMas CHJIa 3aIlUINAJIa €r0 BCE 3TH T'OMBbI.

— Ha Bcskuit cimyyait, — mpobopmoTai oH.

OpHK CIIyCTHIICS I10 JIECTHUILIE, TAK U HE OCMENMBILNCH OTJIIHYTHCS Ha3al.
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benocHexky pa3dyans 4ei-To MpoH3UTENbHbIM KpuK. 1 ToIbKO KOrja ee ria3a MpUBBIKIH K
TEMHOTE, OHa BCIIOMHMJA, TJe HaxoauTcs. Orons norac. B pyke y Hee Obul 3a)kaT aMmylieT, TOT
caMblif, UTO OHa COBCEM HEJaBHO BHjena y Opuka. OHa mpoBepmiia JEPEBSHHYIO IUIaThopMmy,
3arjisiHysa BHYTPb XM)KHMHBI, e cranu AHHA U JInmn. OXOTHUK Hcyes.

JleBymika Opocuiia B3MJIAJ B CTOPOHY JAepeBHH. B Bo3nyxe crosil 3amax JpiMa. 3J0Beliee
3apeBO OCBEIAJIO JOM HampoTHB. [IBe >KEHIIMHBI BBITJIAIBIBAIM M3 €r0 MaJEHBKOr0 OOKOBOIO
OKOIIIKa, OJIHa M3 HHUX B yXKace 3aKpblBajia PyKoH poT. bemocHexxka obomnuia XWKUHY AHHBI U
MOHsUIa, YTO TaK Hamyrauo eHIuH. K HuM jerenu mputatomiue crpeinbl. JIyUHUKH CTOSIM Ha
X0JIM€ HajJl AepeBHEN. MIX CHITyIThl 4€TKO BBIPHUCOBBIBAINCH Ha (DOHE CEpOro 3BE3AHOTO Heda.



Yepes HECKOIBKO MTHOBEHUI IEpBas LI€Ib OKa3anach MopakeHa. ['opsias cTpena BOH3WIACh
B KpBITYIO COJOMOM XWKUHY, TPETbIO MO cueTy OT AoMa AHHBI. Kpbllla BCHBIXHYJA, SI3BIKU
IUTAMEHHU T00eXalu BO BCE CTOPOHBI M B CUYUTAHbIE MHUHYTBHI IEIUKOM OXBAaTWiIH JoM. U3
MBUTAOIIEH XMKUHBI BBICKOYMJIA TOXKWJIAs >KEHIIMHA, Ta, 4TO IepeBs3biBajia paHy Opuka. Ee
TOHKOE JIbHSHOE TUIaThe MOJIbIXallo Ha ciiuHe. OHa 3aKMHY A Ha3aJ pyKy, IbITasiCh COMTH TUIaMsi, HO
TieTHO. JKeHIMHa KUHYJIach 0eXaTh, SI3bIKU IJIAMEHU B3METHYJIUCH €I BBIIIE, OXBATUB BOJIOCHI
HecuacTHOH. JKeHIIMHA ¢ MCTOIIHBIM KPUKOM MPBITHYNIA C JACPEBSHHON MIATGOPMBI MPSMO B
CHACUTEIbHBIE MYTHBIE BOJIBI.

Otpsing @unHA mogobOpaiics coBceM OamM3K0. B cBere mokapa benocHekka mMorna pasrisiierh
JUIa CoNJaT, NPUOIMKaBIIUXCS K OonotuctoMy Oepery. OQHHM HaIpaBiisUId CBOUX JIOIIAJCH Ha
MEJKOBOJIbE, OJHOBPEMEHHO IPOJOJDKAsl CTPENATh o JomaM. Jlpyrue 3abupanuch B JIOJIKH,
OTTaJIKUBAJUCh OT Oepera W IUIbUIM NO cTos4eil Boje. Ha kpaio nepeBHH BOOPY>KEHHBI HOKOM
HAaE€MHUK TPBITHYJ HAa JAEPEBSAHHYIO JIECTHUIY M CTaJl MOJHUMAThCS K XM)KHHE. A JKEHIIMHA C
JUIMHHOM 4epHOM KOCOW, BUIMMO, X035HKa J10Ma, YTOOBI XOTh KaK-TO 3aJiep>KaTh HEross, Opocana
B HErO IOJICHBS.

U tyt benocuexka yBunena ero. @uHH BBIBOAWI JIOMIAAb W3-3a JepeBbeB. OH MOAHAN TyK U
BBIIYCTUJI CTPENY B ONMKaNIIYyIO TIOCTPOUKY.

— Haiinure ee! — rpoMKO CKOMaH10BalI OpaT KOPOJIEBHI.

JleBy1ika OBICTPO CKOJIB3HYJIA 33 YTOJ XUKHHBL.

— Onu 31€ch! — BOpBaBIIKCh B KOMHATY, KpukHyna benocHexka. OHa nmogbexana Kk AHHE U
MIPUHSIIACH TPACTU €€ 3a M1e4o. — JIroau KopoJieBbl 3/1€Ch.

AHHa TpocHynach U HEJAOBepUMBO MocMmoTpena Ha bemocuexxky. He ycmema ona cects Ha
KpOBaTH, KaK ropsias cTpena, IpoOuB KpbIllly, BOTKHYJIACh B TOHKHI MaTpac Bo3Jie rojiossl Jlunu.
Opesiio MTHOBEHHO BCIBIXHYNO. benocHe)kka KUHyJach K CISIMIEH J€BOYKE, BBITAIIMIIA €€ W3
MOCTEJIM U 3aKuHyIa cede Ha tiedo. OHa yxe codupanack 6eXarh, KOTJa yCIblIiaia BOIIb AHHBI.

JleBymika noBepHynach. [IpsiMo 3a Hell, Ha AepeBAHHON maTdhopMe, CTOSI OJUH U3 COJAAT
®unna. [loiimaB B3rysig benocHekku, OH YXMBUIBHYJICS BO BECh CBOH 1iepOatbiii pot. Conmart Obul
TaKMM BBICOKMM M HIMPOKOIUICYHM, YTO 3aropoJui cOOOW ABEpHOM MpoeM, JHIIUB HX MYTH K
oTcTyIieHuo. Bee ¢ Toil ke yXMBUIKON Ha JIMIE COIIaT OpOCHIICS IPSIMO Ha JIEBYIIKY.

benocHexxka, HelONTO Aymasi, BBIXBAaTHIJIa TOPSIIYIO CTpedy M3 MaTpaca M BOH3WIa B Oelpo
Hamajaasilero. JleBymika ¢ cuiIoi Haxajla Ha CTpeldy M MpoJoJiKalla JaBUTh Ha Hee /10 TeX Iop,
MOKa HAKOHEYHUK He ymepcs B KocTh. HaeMHUK 3apeBen u nmokaunyics. Ofexa Ha HEM Hauana
Taetb. Kopuack ot 6011, OH pyXHYJ Ha MOJ.

benocHexxka B yxace HaOmonana 3a congatroM. OHa He MOrja OTBECTH B3IJISIa OT €ro
UCKKEHHOTo JHla. M3 yroikoB ero 3akpbIThIX IJa3 TEKJIW clie3bl. XWKHHA HaloJIHWIACh
OTBPATUTEJIbHBIM 3allaxoM ropesoro msca. Jlpim nomnan benocHexke B ropiio, ¥ OHa COTHYJAach
ronoyiaM. JIeByIke moka3ajloch, 4TO €€ Cei4ac CTOLIHUT.

AHHa cxBaTujIa ee 3a pyKy.

— bexxum! — KpukHyia oHa 1 oTsHyIa belocHexXKy K 1BepH.

JleBylIka BBICKOUMJIA 3a HEW, KHHYB HpOINAIbHBIM B3rsAg Ha comjgata. OH jexadn,
CKPIOYMBIINCH, HA OOKY M OTYasHHO OWJI MO TYJIOBUILY PYKaMH B TILETHOW IOMIBITKE 3aracuTh
riamsi.

OHU MHUIOM CHYCTHJIMCH IO JIeCTHUIE. bernocHexkka mpeirHyia B BOAY, HMOJHSAB (pOHTaH
Opb3r. Jlumm mo-mpexkHeMy JNexana y Hee Ha ruiede. Korga oHu moOpenu MO HWIUCTOH Boje,
noxonusiieil benocHexkke A0 rpyau, Majbllika 3amiakana. Bokpyr napui xaoc. MHOrue XuxuHbI
nblIany. B Bo3ayxe Buceln nemnen u naxjio rapbio. PackaneHHble 00J0MKH Majanu B Bojbl 00510Ta U
C IIUIIEHUEM TaciH.

AHHa MaxHylla pyKOW B CTOPOHY NPOTHBOMOJOXHOTO Oepera. HeckonbKO JKEHIIMH YXe
no0panuchk 10 HEro W Temephb Oexanu B jec. bemocHexxka mpoOupanack Bcieq 3a AHHOW depes
TPACUHY, CTapasCh UATH KaK MOKHO ObIcTpee. 3a CIIMHOW pa3/1aBaluCh KEHCKUE KPUKH U CTOHBI.
benocHexka 11u1a He OrJIAbIBasICh, I1a3a €e ObUIH YCTPEMJIEHBI Ha MPOTUBOIIOIOKHBIN Oeper.

— I'ne ona?! — kpukHya KT0-TO U3 conzar OuHHA.



Korna 6ernsauku HakoHel[ 7o0penu 10 Oepera, o/1exk1a UX MPOMOKIIAa HaCKBO3b. benocHekka
MOCTIeIIMIa BIEpel, 3a APYTUMHU KEHIIMHAMM, HO BHE3aITHO JOPOry el mperpaaui BcagHUK. OH
ObUI O4YEHBb KPYITHBIM, TOPa3I0 370poBee APyrux congar. Ero MaccuBHBIN Moa00pOJOK yIUpaics B
BOPOTHHUK pyOamiku. BcagHUK COCKOUYMI C JIOIIAAu U, BHITALIUB W3 HOXEH Med, HallpaBWiCAd K
JIEBYIIKE.

— berute! — kpuknyna benocHexka u, nepeaB AHHE MaJIbIIIKY, MaxHyJla pyKOH B CTOPOHY
I'YCTOTO JIeca.

Ecnu ona oTBiieueT HaeMHHKa, AHHE C JJOYEPbIO YIACTCS CKPBIThbCA B 3apocisiX. benocHexka
clienaja mar eMy HaBCcTpeuy, YTOObl OH MOT HOJIy4Ille pa3risiieTh ee. B nmpaBoii pyke oHa nepxana
kumxkai. JleBymika Bcraja B mo3y, KOTopoil ee Hayumsn OXOTHHUK: OJHA pyKa MOJHSTa, BTOpas
COTHYTA B JIOKTE.

Haemuuk nBunyncs npsmo Ha Hee. JleBylika Jeprkana KIMHOK Ha HM3TOTOBKY U TBEPHAO
CMOTpe€Jia B HEIPOHHUIaEMBbIE TJ1a3a COJAaTa.

«OauH... — cydTana OHa ero Iaru, — ia... Tpu».

Korna on mpuGmm3uics moyTH BIJIOTHYIO, bemocHekKa monbITanach TKHYTh €r0 KHHKAJIOM.
OT HEOXXHUJAHHOCTM HAEMHUK OTIIATHYJCS, HO TYT K€ H3/I€BATEIbCKU PACXOXOTalCsS, a MOTOM
CWIIBHO yJIapwjl €€ KyJakoM B JKHMBOT. belocHexka ynajla Ha 3€MIII0 M OCTajach JIEKaTh,
0€3yCIeIIHO MBITAsACh B3JI0XHYTh.

Conpat 3aHec HaJ Hel Mmed. JleBylika cMOTpesa Ha MPOTUBHUKA, CYAOPOXKHO XBaTas pTOM
BO3/IyX, U C yXKacOM >KJlajja TOr0O MOMEHTA, KOr/la Meu oOpymuTcs Ha ee 1mew. M Tyt Haa ronoBoit
benocHexku co cBuctoMm mposerena crpena. OHa BOH3UJIACh B IPy/Ab HAEMHUKA, IPSIMO B CEpALIE.
OH HCIyCTHIT y>KacaroU[uil BOILIb U MOMSATHIICS, BEIPOHUB MEU.

BbenocHexxka cena. Hemaneko oT Hee CTOSI MOJOAOH BOMH C JIyKOM B pykax. OH Obu1
BBICOKHI M CTPOMHBIN, C KBaJPAaTHON YENIOCThIO, BHICOKUMH CKyJaMU U HEOOJBIION SMOYKOW Ha
nondopoke. ['ycTble BOJHUCTBIE KAIITAaHOBBIE BOJIOCHI Majlaiu eMy Ha rias3a. [lapens cMoTpen Ha
JEBYIIKY C JIETKON ynbpIOkoi Ha rybax. OHa yBujena, Kak OH 3aKHMHYJ JIYK 32 CHOHHY. DTOT JKECT
nokasascs et 3nakombiM. OHa 3Hana 3Toro mapus. Ho orkyna?

A BOKpYr MOJHUMAIUCH CTOJIOBI AbIMa. OTOHb MEpPEeKUHYJCS Ha JepeBbs. JKeHIIMHBI C
KpUKOM OeXall B CTOPOHY XOJIMOB. MoJOJ0W BOMH SIBHO XOTEN YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO TYT K
benocHexxke nojackounsia AHHa M CXBaTHiIa JEBYLIKY 32 PYKY.

— Ilouuty, — npoiunena oHa. — Y Hac HET BPEMEHH.

AnHHa moka3ana Ha wiucTbii Oeper. Jltogu ®duHHa yxe B30UpaIMCh MO CKIOHY, YTOOBI
MIPOJOJIKUTD MPECIIEOBAHNUE.

JKeHIuHbI MOBEpHYINCh M KUHYIMCH Mpoub. [blnaromas crpena BOH3MIACH B 3€MITIO MPSIMO
B TOM MeECTe, IJleé OHM TOJBKO 4TO cTosuiu. ['7me-ro Braneke miakain peOEHOK, M OT €ro
BCXJIMIBIBaHUHM y benocHexxkn mypamku noOexanu mo koxe. OHa co Bcex HOr Opocuiach 3a
AnHOI u Jlunm 4depe3 necHble 3apocnu. JleBymika B MOCIHEAHUN pa3 OTJIAHYJACh Ha TOPSAIINE
JIepeBbs, HO MApEHb yXKe HCUes.
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benocHexxka Oexana Tak ObICTpO, 4TO Hauyayia 3aapixaThes. OHa 3Hanma Toro mapHs. OHa
I7ie-TO BHJieNa ero paHsblie. Y cyns mo ero B3rsiLy, oH Toxke ee 3Hain. OHa HE COMHEBajlach B 3TOM.
Tax xTo OH Takon?

JleBymika mpoOupanach MeX 3apociieil, ckumas B pyKe KHH)Kajl. AHHa [UIa BIIEpENu.
benocHexka cnplnana 3ByK ee wwaroB. Ha Hee BApPYr HaxJIBIHYJIM BOCIIOMHUHAHUS JETCTBA.
ManeHbkuil MalbuuK, KOTOPBIM 3a0upaercsa BMecTe ¢ Hed Ha siOimonro. Ha cnune y Hero
UTPYLIEYHBIN JTyK. YHIBAM. DTO €ro 4epThl yBHJIENIA OHA B JIULE MOJIOJIOTO cojiiata. Y HUX ObUIH
OJIMHAKOBBIC Kapwe ria3a. YIJIbIOAINCh OHU ToKe oanHakoBo. Hakonery mo Hee momuio. Ee cmac
Yunssam. On Bepkuil. Ho uro on aenan B nepesHe? Kak Hamen ee?

benocHexka octaHOBUIIaCh U, 00EPHYBILIUCH, CTaJIa UCKAaTh €ro riazamMu. AHHa U JIumu Toxe
OCTaHOBWJIMCH. AHHA BBITAIWIIAa 3aHO3Y U3 TOJION CTYNHU Ao4yepu. Manblka miakana. Pasopennas



JIEpEeBHS BOBCIO MoJibixajia. OroHb paclpoCTpaHSIICS AajblIe U Aaliblie. Teneps ropeiau moyTH Bce
oMa Ha cBasx. MexIy JepeBbeB METAlUCh KEHUIMHB. MHMO HUX IpoMYallach MOJIOJEHbKas
BecHylI4aras jaeBymika. OHa OpmwkuMalia K TpyJd HEMHOTOYHCIICHHBIE MOXXUTKH, KOTOpBIE €
yaJI0Ch CIIACTH U3 OTHSI.

A 3arem benocuexka 3amerminia @unHa. OH oIHUMAIICS 110 Oepery U CMOTpe MPSMO Ha Hee.

— Bon oHa! — KpUKHYJ OH LIEALIEMY PsSIIOM HAa€MHUKY M IMpHUKa3all, 4TOObl TOT 3aXOAUI C
ThLIA.

JleByiika oTBepHyJach M cobOpanachk ObLIO OexaTh, HO TYT KTO-TO CXBaTHJI €€ C3a1d 3a
tanuio. OHa B3MaxHyJja KMHKaJIOM, HO YCJIbIIIalia 3HAKOMBIH roJioc.

—Crona, — ckazan OXOTHHK, *KECTOM IIOKa3aB Ha Y3KYI0 TPOIUHKY, YTO BHJIACh MEXKIY
JIEPEBLEB BBEPX 110 XOJIMY U Mcye3alia B BocTouHOU yacTu TemHoro seca. — Ckopee!

— MBI J0JKHBI UM TOMOYB! — KpuKHYIa benocHexka, oTtankuBas OXOTHHKA.

Ee monr 661tk psimtom ¢ Arro# U JIumu. OHa He ocTaBUT AHHY ¢ MaJIBIIIKOM B Oene. [leBymika
BbIpBAJIach U3 pyK OXOTHUKA, MOACKOUYMIA K AHHE M NIOMOIJIAa €l MoaHATheA ¢ 3emid. Ho AnHa
OTCTpaHUJIA €€.

— Tol moligemp ¢ HUM, — CKa3ajlla OHa, MaxHYB pyKoil B cTopoHy Oepera. duHH ObLT yxe
coBceM Oym3ko. — JlaBaii!

benocHexka 3arnsiHyna AHHE B JIMIIO M TOHSJIA, YTO Ta TOBOPUT cepbe3Ho. CieBa K HUM
MpUOIIHKAJICS HAGMHHUK, €331 — OpaT koposeBsl. JleBymika B3suta OXOTHHKA 332 PYKY, U OH OBICTPO
TIOBEJI €€ uepes JieC MO0 Y3KOU TPOIMHHKE.

CHayvaJsia OHH POOHPATTUCH MEXKTY IEPEBHEB, IIOTOM IILTH IO OEpery OrpOMHOTO 03epa, 3aTeM
JIBUHYIUCh Ha BOCTOK, TJe Jec Hadan peaerb. Korjga B30LLIO COJHIE, COXKEHHAsl ACpPEBHA
ocTajiach JaJIeKO M03au. benocHekka HaKOHEI OCTaHOBMJIACh, OT YCTAJIOCTH OHA HE YyBCTBOBAJIa
nox co0oii Hor. JleBylika omycTHIach Ha KOJIEHU BO3JIE MEJIKOTO py4yeika.

Pyxu ee Bce eme apoxanu. OHa OKyHYJIa UX B XOJIOJHYIO BOJY M CMbLIA C HOI'TEH 3aCOXIITYIO
KpoBb. benocHexkka HAacKBO3b Mpomaxjia AbIMOM. Eif clbIIIanuCh KEHCKHUE KPUKU, XOTS B JIECY
OBUIO THUXO W JaXe NTUIBI B BETBIX yMoukid. JleBymka moBepHyidack kK OxorHuky. Ee
MIePEeToHsIa HEeHABUCTh K HeMmy. OH Opocuil ux. Y ipall 1moj mNOKpPOBOM HOYHM M OCTaBUJI UX OJHHX.
JKeHIMHbBI OKa3aauch COBEPILICHHO Oe33aIUTHBI iepe o apMu OuHHA.

— ITouemy ThI BepHYICs? — IOCMOTPEB €MY MPSIMO B IJ1a3a, cipocuia oHa. — [louemy?

— W3-3a MeHs1 OHU COXTIIU JEPEBHIO, — TUXO OTBETUI DPUK M 3aKpbLI JIUIIO pykamu. Benb 310
oH mpuBen Tyna bemocHexky. OH ommOcs, oH ayman, yTo jroaun PUHHA HAXOMIATCS TOPA3a0
nanbline. A mMoToM, B300paBIIMCh HOYBIO HAa XOJM, YBHUEH MEpBYIO cTpeny. W u3maneka ywysit
3amax japiMa. — $l BO BceM BHHOBAT.

VY Hero caaBuiIO TOpPJ0, U KaXJ0€ CIOBO JABaJIOCh C TPYIOM. 3aueM oH ocTaBui ee? Tak
6b110 U ¢ Capoii. OH caenan cBoi BHIOOpP, @ BEPHYBIIKCH, MTOHSII, YTO BCE MOTEPSHO.

OH B3sJ1 IEBYIIKY 32 JIposkairyto pyky. Ha mune bemocHexxku octanuck pa3BoJibl OT Meruia, a
Ha MpeAIIeYbEe 3aCOXJIM KaIlIM HEMOHITHO OTKY/1a B3BILEICS KPOBH.

— 1 oTBeny T€Os K repriory XaMMOH/IY, — CKa3all OH.

OH He 3HaJ, 4TO ero XKIeT B 3aMke repiora. Ho xyxe, yem ceifuac, TouHo He Oyzaer. Emy
HEBBIHOCUMO OBLTO BUJIETh belocHe Ky B TAKOM COCTOSTHHH.

Ona KUBHyNa, HO HHMYEro HE OTBETHJA. DPUK JIET W MPUIOKWI yXO K 3emile, UYTOOBI
MIPOBEPHUTH, HE IOHOCHUTCS JIM OTKYAa-HUOYIh CTYK KOMBIT. OHU MOTJIU MEPEAOXHYTh 3/1€Ch TOJIBKO
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, He Oonbmie. Jltonn @uHHA B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BBHICIEAST benocHexky. Dpuk
3aKphUT r71a3a. ['ocnonu, 10 4ero ke oH ycran! VcnbpiTaHus, BBIMABIINE HA €TO JOJIO B TCUCHHE
MOCIIEHNX HECKOJIbKUX JHEH, COBCeM ero JokoHanu. Pana Ha 60Ky mynscupoBana, mos 3yen. Bee
€ro 4yBCTBa OBLIM 000CTpEeHBI Aake 0e3 BBHIMUBKHU. [[pUBBIYHOE OTYNEHWE MCUE3JI0. XOPOIIO ATO
WM 1T10X0 15t Hero? OH He 3Hall.

DOpuK MOAHsI T1a3a. B nmuctBe urpanu conHeunble O0auku. Ham HUM HaBUCTa Kakas-TO TEHb.
OXOTHUK TOMPOOOBaJI BCTaTh, HO KTO-TO CHIJIBHO IMHYI €ro B OOK. A KTO-TO JAPYroi yIapwi 1o
nuiy. Ha Hero Hamamm cTpaHHble MayieHbKHE cymiecTBa. OIHM OPYIOBaIM KyJlaKaMH, JAPYTHE
TYNUIM ero nankamu. M y Bcex y HUX JuIa ObLITM CKPBITHI MO PE3HBIMH JACPEBIHHBIMU OOE€BBIMU



MacKamu.

— I'HoMBI, — TpoOOpMOTa DpuK, cCO0Opa3HB, C KEM UMEET JIEIIO.

OH norpoOoBaJI BCTaTh, HO OOHAPYKUII, YTO OJWH U3 MEP3KUX THOMOB CBSI3QJI €MY JIOJBIKKH.
UYepes HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJI €r0 YK€ BOJIOUHIIM 0 Oepery. 3aTeM MOIBECHIIH 32 HOTH K BETKE, TaK YTO
KpOBb MPUJIMIIA K JIMILY. MUp 3aKpy>KUIICS BOJTYKOM.

[lepectaB HakoHeI] BpalaThcsi, OH 0OHapyx Uil benocHexkky Ha 3emiie psaaoM ¢ coboii. Pyku
ee ObUIM CBSI3aHBI 32 CIUHOW. ['HOMBI BBICTPOUIIUCH Mepe]l HUMU B psill. CBOM HEJIEIbIe MACKU OHU
OIHSUIM Ha JI00.

— Tak-Tak-tax... Ilomieiii OXOTHHK, — cKa3ajl beWr.

OH ObUT caMbIM TJIaBHBIM U BJ00OABOK CaMbIM IPOTUBHBIM. Y HEro Oblja KIOYKOBaTasi YepHast
00poja, a TYCThIe YePHBIE BOJIOCHI MBICOM CITYCKAJIMCh Ha JI00, 00pa3ys TMTaHTCKYI0 OyKBY V.

— Jla magHo Tebe, belT. — DpHK MONbITANICS pacCMEAThCS M IIYTIMBO NpHINypHiicsa. — BoT kak
ThI 0OpaIIaenbes ¢ Apyrom?

Bce, xoMy mpuxoauiaoch CTpPAaHCTBOBATh IO KOPOJIEBCTBY, XOPOLIO 3HAJIM THOMOB. OHH
MPATAUCH B JIeCaX, YaCTCHHKO HAIMMBAINCH M HE YIYCKAIM BO3MOXHOCTH TOJPATHCS C JIFOOBIM
xKenaromuM. A DpUK Kak pa3 OblT U3 UX YHUCIIA.

beiit mogomen Tak 6;im3ko Kk OXOTHHKY, YTO TOT YHIOXAJ 3amax ka0be TpeOyXu y Hero u30
pra.

— Her, porarasg Tbl CkOTMHA. — ['HOM NOJHSUI C 3€eMJIM CYKOBAaTyl MaJKy.— BoT kak 4
oOpamatock ¢ apyrom! — M oH 4To ObLIO CUJT yAapuil DpHKa 1O TOJI0BE.

— IIpexpaTu! — BockimkHyna benocHexxka, HO THOMBI TOJIBKO 3aXUXHKAJIH.

DOpHUK CXBaTWCS PyKaMd 3a TOJOBY M CTajl MOTUpaTh YIIUOIEHHOE MecTo. MaleHbKue
pa300HUKK OBLTM TMPOTUBHBIMU KOPOTHIIIKAMH, MEHBIIE METpa POCTOM, CO CITyTaHHBIMH
BOJIOCAMH M THUJBIMU 3yOamu. K TOMy k€ OHU NpEINouMTad MEUIKOBaTYI0 OAEKIYy HE IO
pasmepy. beiit, Hanpumep, MOABS3BIBAN INTAaHbI KYCKOM cTapoil BepeBkH. llo3amm Hero Dpuk
pasrisanen cnenoro Mywpa. Psgom ¢ Hum ctosiin HuoH, camblit 3m100HBINH 13 Beex. bynb ero Bous,
MHUPOM ObI IPABUIIM THOMBI, @ OCTAJIbHBIC JIUIIIb MPUCTYKUBAIA UM.

benocHexka npiTanach 0ciaOuTh BEPEBKY Ha 3aISACTHSIX.

— UYro THI UM clienan? — MenoToOM CIpPOCHiIa OHa, TIOKa THOMBI 00CYXIaln cyap0y Dpuka.

OXOTHHK MPOBEN MO JUIYYy PYKOH. Y HEro 3akpyXuiach rojoBa. B moiBeIeHHOM COCTOSIHUU
MHUp Ka3aJICsl CTPAHHBIM U HEPEAJTbHBIM.

— I mpITanCcs NOMy4UTh Harpaay 3a Ux rojoBsl... Heckonbko pas.

VY neBylIKy ria3a noJjie3nu Ha 100 OT yIUBIEHUS.

— A ecTb 11 B KOPOJIEBCTBE XOTh KTO-HUOY/b, KOMY Thl HE HACOIHI?

OXOoTHHK yAMBJIEHHO MocMoTpen Ha bemocHexky. Korma ona cepauiack, TO y)KacHO MUJIO
MOpIIWJIa HOCHK. Bmpodem, eciu XOpOIIeHBKO MOAymaTh, TaKOM deIoBeK ObUL. DTO OHa,
benocuexka. Ipuk ¢ yIoBOJIBCTBHEM cOOOIIUI OB €if 00 »ToM, ecnu Obl He belt. Bpeansiii THOM
CHOBa MPUHSUICA Ty0acUTh €ro KyJlaKaMH B KUBOT.

— CerogHss MoOM cuacTiMBBIA JeHb! — kpuyan belT.— MHe B pyku mnomajql CYKHH CBbIH,
KOTOPOTO sl HEHaBWXKY BceMU (hubOpamu JyIu.

— Jla, ceromHs TBOM CYaCTJIMBBIN JeHb, BeWT, — cormacuics DpuK, MBITasICh COXPAHATH
HenpuHYXJIeHHBIH ToH. Ckopo cioma nobepyrcs moan PunHa. Y OXOTHHKA HE OBLIO BpeMEHU
CIOPHTH, KTO KOI'0 XOTeJ IpoJaTh KopoiieBe. Ceiyac 3T0 HE MMENIO 3HAYEHUsA. — Y MEHS CTOJIBKO
30J10Ta, YTO BBl CMOXETE LIETbIN T'OJ] MOKYyNaTh cede 31b. OTBSKH MEHS, U A1...

— 3aTKHU CBOIO MOranyo nactb, OxotHuk. Eciiu 661 y TeOs1 ObUIM XOTh KaKue-HUOYAb JIEHBIH,
OHH JJaBHO BBICBINATNCH ObI U3 KAPMAHOB TBOUX IIITAHOB, — BPe3aB €My MO yXY, cka3zan HuoH.

OpHK CXBaTWICS 3a TOJOBY. B BHCKax mynbcupoBasla KpOBb. B yIIax cTOs7I HEBBIHOCUMBII
3BOH.

— Ckaxu MHe, 4TO § c/ieslal He TaK? — 3aXpHUIIel OH.

— CHayana ckakul, 9TO ThI C/IeTIaN Tak, — PIpKHYT BelT.

I'ac, caMplii mMuammuii THOM, HE CBOJMI TIJ1a3 ¢ BelOCHEXKKH, OH €Ie B JKU3HH HE BUJICI
TaKOIr'0 MPEKPACHOTO CO3/IaHUA.



— 5] cnac ee 0T KOpOJIEBBI, — TKHYJ NMAJbLEM B IEBYIIKY DpHUK.

— He noxoxe Ha Te0s1, OXOTHUK, — HEIOBEPUYMBO TMOKaYaJl TOJIOBOM belT.

— JIroqu MeHSI0TCs1, — BO3pa3mil DPUK.

— JIroqu, HO He TpsA3HbIE CBUHBU, — CHOBA Bpe3as eMy 1o yxy Huom.

B cnop Bctynunu ocrtaneHble THOMBI. Komib u J{ynp, HENpepbIBHO pyraBLIHMECS APYr C
JpyroMm, Liarajiu B3aj U BOepel, NbITasACh PEeUINTh, KaK Jy4llle NOCTYIUTh C DPUKOM: Cpa3y yOUTh
WM OCTaBUTh CBSI3aHHBIM U IOJI0’KJ1aTh, I0KA OH CaM HE YMpET.

— JlaBaiiTe yObeM €ro, a € OCTaBUM THHUTH 3/1eCh! — mpemioxuia yup, u DpuKy CTpaIiHO HE
MOHPABHUJIACH 3JI00HAs paI0CTh, IPO3BYYaBINAs B €0 TOJIOCE.

— Het! — BOCKJIUKHYJ KTO-TO, CTOSIBIINN C3a/1H.

Briepen Beimen Mywup, camblii crapblii THOM. ['71a3a ero ObutM MOJAEpHYTHI TOHKOW Oenoi
IIJIEHKOM.

— VY Hee cBOe MpeaHa3HAaYeHUE, — OOBSIBII MyHp W NOJHSUT BBEPX HaJiell, MPU3bIBas BCEX K
THILUHE.

Bonapunocs monganue.

[ToBepHyBIINCH K A€BYILIKE, bEUT MOCMOTpEN HA HEE C HEOKUJAHHBIM HHTEPECOM.

—Bbpl  Benp  HEHaBUAWTE  KOPOJEBY? —  BOCIOJb30BAaBUIMCh MOMEHTOM, CIpPOCHIIA
benocuexka. — Moum oTiiom 6511 KOposib Maruyc.

'HOMBI omeniu. DpUK ¢ U3yMJeHHeM Habmroman 3a aeBymkoi. [Toxoxke, oHa abCOIOTHO
Hudero He 6outcs. CoBceM Kak Toraa, korjaa crnacia ero B TemHowm secy. OH yxe HauMHall BEpUTh
B TO, YTO OHA CITIOCOOHA OPOCUTH BBI30B JIFOOOMY.

beiit ckoHU roI0BY HAOOK.

—Ecnu BBl poBOAMTE HAC B 3aMOK Ieplora, TO MOJYYHMTE ILIEAPOE BO3HArpa)JeHUE, —
nponomkana benocuexka. — CToJIbKO 30J10Ta, CKOJIbKO Bbl Becute. Kaxkiplii u3 Bac.

Jyup cMepuil OLIEHUBAIOIIUM B3IJII0OM TOHKUE PyYKH U HOKKH Ko,

— Sl momyuy Gonbine, yem Thl. — OH moxJionan cedst Mo TOJICTOMY KUBOTY.

— Touno, — ene cnepkaB mpuCTym Kanuis, cornacuics Komts. — Ho 3aTo ThI Oosbie enp u
MIbEIIb, a CIEI0BATENILHO, OOJBIIE TPATHILb, TIOITOMY. ..

— Jlanno, — nipepBai ero beit. — Mb1 orBeiem 1051, HO OXOTHHUK OCTAHETCS BHCETh.

— Hac o6oux, — cka3ana neBy1ika, 000/pstolie KUBHYB DpHUKY.

beiit 3agymunBo nornaaun 6opoay. OcranbHble kaanu ero pemenus. U tyr Jyup, onun u3
T€X THOMOB, KOr0 DpHUK MBITAJICS MPOAATh, IOKa3aJl Ha NMOSIBUBILEECS HA TOPU30HTE TEMHOE MSTHO.
[Ipocnenus ero B3rsi, OXOTHUK pa3IU4Mil CHIIY3ThI CITYCKABIIKUXCS C XOJIMa BCaJHUKOB. DTO OBLI
@®uHH co cBOMMHU HaeMHUKaMH. OHH 11IJIU 32 HUMHU.

— Croz1a npuoaMXKaroTCs JI0AN KOPOJIEeBbl, — Ipeaynpeann Dpuk. OH u3BUBAJICA U OpbIKacs,
IBITAsICh OCBOOOUTHCA U3 MyT. — Jlymaii ObicTpee.

— OauH THOM CTOMT JeCsTKa JrojeH, — orpei3nyics beit. — Cracu0o 3a coBer. XoTs s Oyny
JIyMaTh CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO 3aX04y.

Ho Ttyr npenBoautens THOMOB IepeBen B3IVISA Ha BepHIMHY Xoima. Ha ropusonte
MOKAa3aJuCh elle JecSITh BEpPXOBbIX C OOHWKEHHBIMH Me4YaMH. [HOMBI TMOMSTHIHCH,
MPUTOTOBUBIINCH YAUPATh.

— Tak Ha 4emM Mbl OCTAaHOBUJIMCh? — CIIPOCUI DPHK U, COLIYPUBIINUCH, IOCMOTPEI HA THOMA.

OH yxe mo4Th Hu4ero He Bujaesl. KpoBb Mpuiniia K rojioBe, B BUCKax CTy4aso.

— CHumu ero, — nogas 3Hak Huony, npukasan beit. — Yxoaum.

I'ac momor benmocHexxke 0CBOOOIUTHCA OT TyT. HHOH OgHMM B3MaxoMm HOXa Mepepes3at
BEpeBKY Opuka. ['HOMBI MoOexanu BHU3 MO CKIOHY. OXOTHHK C BelnocHeXKoi, MpUrHyBIIHCH,
MOCJIEOBAIH 32 HUMH.
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bemocuexxka monmHsIa Tiaza K CBOAYATOMY IIOTOJIKY MCHICPHI. Ilo xaMEHHBIM CTECHAM
CTpywnjiaCb BOJaA. B moTtonke uMenoch HEOOIBIIIOE OTBCPCTHUEC, CKBO3b KOTOPOC B ICUICPY ITPOHUKAIT



JTHEBHOW CBET, U B 3TOM pAaCCEIHHOM CBETE JEBYIIKA YBMJIENA MHOXECTBO JIETYYMX MBIIIEH,
IPO3JsIMU BHCEBIIMX BHU3 TOJ0BOW. CBEPXY CIBIIIAICS TOMOT KOMBIT. M3 Jleca TOHOCHINCH rojioca
KOPOJIEBCKUX HAEMHUKOB.

— $1 Hawen BepeBKy! — KPUKHYJI OAVH U3 HUX.

Ho BoT nomagu nockakaiu B IpyroM HalpaBJIEHWH, TOJ0CA CTAJIU MOCTENEHHO 3aTHXaTbh, U
BCKOpE JIEC CHOBA 3aMep.

Hyup u Kojuib MaxHylIM PyKOH B CTOPOHY TOHHENIS B CTEHE IEUIEpbl M IIOJANU 3HAK
OCTAJIbHBIM CJIEJIOBAaTh 3a HUMH. ['HOMBI BBICTPOMJIMCH B LeNO4YKy. OHHM JIETKO NOMEIIAIUCH B
y3KOM Ipoxoje. benocHexkka mombiTazach MaKCUMaJbHO ChEKUTHCS, HO BCE PaBHO 3ajeBajia
JIOKTSIMU cTeHbI. OTNISIHYBUINCH, OHA YBUENa, 4TO0 OXOTHUKY MPUXOAUTCS IPOTUCKUBATHCS OOKOM.

['Hombl cnpataiim ux oT drojaed PUHHA B MeElIepe MOJ KOPHAMHU THUTAaHTCKUX JEPEBHEB.
KopoTsilkyu npekpacHO OpUEHTUPOBAINCH B 3allyTaHHBIX MOJA3EMHBIX Kopuaopax. 1 teneps oHM
NeTJSUIM 10 JIAOMPHUHTY, JAejas MOBOPOT 3a IMOBOPOTOM, IOKAa HE OYYTHJIUCH B TIIyOOKOM
noazemense. OOHapyYKUB MOJ HOTaMM JIEpEeBsSHHbIE Imnaibl, benocHexxka aorananach, 4TO OHH B
maxrte. OHa crapanach AyMaTh TOJIBKO O TOM, KyZa IOCTAaBUTh HOTY, U BBIKUHYTb U3 T'OJIOBHI...
VYuneama. ['ne on? OHa npoposmkaina UATH 32 THOMaMHU, M HEOKUJAHHO TOHHENb MPUBEN UX HA
3€JICHOE TI0JIE.

CBeT Ha MOBEPXHOCTH OKA3aJICSd TaKUM SIPKUM, YTO €l MPUIIOCH MPUKPBITH Ia3a PYKOM.
[Iepen ee B30poM pacKuHYJICS NPEKpPacHbIA men3ax. [[BeTbl BCEBO3MOXKHBIX OTTEHKOB MOPAXKAIIU
BooOpaskeHHe. SIpKO-)KeNThble POMAIIKH, MBIIIHBIE TOPTEH3WU M JUKOBUHHBIE PO30BBIE OYTOHBI
HAIOJIHSAIN BO3YX MbSHSALIUM apOMAaTOM. A MOTOM MHOCIBILIANICS 3BYK, IPEJIECTHBIM TUXUN HAIIEB,
KOTOPBIN pajioBaJl CIIyX M IpUIJIaIlajl TAHUEBATh.

— [poxsiTas BonmeOHass My3bIka, — 3aBopuai Huow.

3anyCcTUB Majblbl B TOJCTBIM CIOM MXa, pOCHIEr0 HAa KaMHSX, OH OTOJpall 3J0POBBIM KYCOK,
cMacTepuJI 3aTbIYKU ¥ BCTaBUJI B YIIIU.

benocHexka ornsapiBaigach, HACIaXKIAsACh OCJIENUTEIBHOW KpacOTOM 3JCIIHUX MECT.
[Ton3yune pacteHust ¢ sipko-(pUONETOBBIMM LBETaMU OOBHBAJIM TOJICTbIE CTBOJIbI JepeBbeB. Ha
[[BETaX CHJICIH 30JI0ThIE M KpacHble 6a0ouku. B BBICOKOI TpaBe MphIraau KPOJIUKUA. A B BO3IyXe
BHUCEJIM KpOIIEYHbIE IIAPUKU NbUIbIB. OHM HUCKPWINCH U NEPENIMBAIUCH B COJHEYHBIX JIyyaX, U
Ka3aJiock, Oy/ITO BO3AYX CBEpKaeT.

—Yro 310 32 MecTO? — cripocuiia benocHexka, MbITasCh MOWMaTh APKHUE MAPUKH.

— Ero naspBatoT CBATWIMINEM, MUJIEIW, — MOJHSI HAa HEE CBOM OOINBIINE CEphle, UYyTh
BOASIHUCTHIE TMaza ['ac. 'HOM ymibIOHYJCS, TOKa3aB KPUBBIE XKEJNThle 3yObl. DTOT MapeHb, KaK HU
CTpaHHO, HAYMHAJ Ja)ke HpaBUThcs benocHexke. — BonmeOHsli ec. 31eck KUBYT Geu.

benocuexka obepHynack k OXOTHUKY, KOTOPBIM OBLI MOTpsiceH HEe MeHbIe ee. OH TOJIBKO
OTKpBUI OBIJIO POT, YTOOBI BBIPA3UTh CBOE BOCXHUIIEHHE, KaK YCIHBIIIAT HaJl yXOM CTpPaHHOE
KyxokaHue. OHU yBUZETH MaIOCEHbKYIO (eto ¢ 0enoi mpo3payHoi KoXell, MOpXaBIIyl0 COBCEM
psAioM ¢ HUMH. Y Hee OBbUIM 3a0CTpEHHblE YIIM U OJecTeBIIME B JIydax COJIHLIA ToiyOble
KpbUIbILIKY. [IpekpacHoe cyliecTBO B3IVISIHYJIO Ha belnocHeXKy, yNbIOHYIOCh U MOJETEN0 MpOoUb,
OCTaBHUB 3a cOO0H 11} MHIIBIBL.

— @en, — noaTBepana ['ac u 1acKOBO B35 beNOCHEXKKY 3a pyKYy.

I'opT, camblif TOJNCTHI M3 THOMOB, MPOOUPAJICS 4Yepe3 BHICOKYIO TpaBy, HOTaMHU CMUHAs
ctebsu. Ero 60111104 )XKMBOT BBITUPAT M HABUCAT HAJT TTOSICOM OPIOK.

— Ilapa3utsl, — OypKHYT OH.

['HOMBI HarpaBUIIKCH B JieC pa30oUBaTh Jlareph JAJIs HOuJIera.

benocHexxka ¢ OXOTHUKOM momorainu pyouts apoa, a Komne ¢ yupom youpanu cyuss ¢
3eMJIM, 4TOOBI MOKHO OBLIO YCTPOMTHCS MoynoOHee. belT M3BieKk 3amackl, MPUIPSITAHHBIE TOJ
KOpHsIMH JepeBbeB. [lomyunnach BechMa BHYIIUTEIbHAS TOpa U3 OYTHUIOK, TOMSTHIX KOTEIKOB U
KYCKOB CYIIEHOIO Msica JUCHUIBL. BpiTanmmn oH u3 TailHMKa M oOmapnaHHytoo ckpunky. Korma
THOMBI HaKOHEII YCEJINCh BOKPYT KOCTpa, ['ac MO0 MII CKPUIIKY Ha IJICHY0 U Hayall Urpath.

— Urpaii rpomue, Onennonuublii! S Bce enie ciblily 3TUX NPOTUBHBIX (e, — KpukHya ['opT u
3aKpbUI YU JaJ0HIMH.



Myup cunen, mojIoKHUB PyKy Ha 1miedo cBoero ceiHa Kyspra. yup u Komns npuxiieOpiBanu
1b. OHU Oe€lIeHO >KeCTUKYJIUPOBaJIM B TbUIy oOuepenHoro cmopa. bemocHexka, KoTopas
MPUMOCTUIIACH BO3JIE DpHKa, C YAOBOJBCTBHEM HAONI0O/aNa, KaK THOMBI, TOMOYA, Majgast ¥ POHSA
JpPYT IpyTa, UCIOJIHSIOT KAKON-TO JUKHUIA TaHELl.

— Ecnu BepuTh JereHie, THOMBI MOSBUJINCH HAa CBET, YTOOBI HAWTH BCE CHIPATAHHBIC 36MHBIC
cokpoBuila. He TOApKO 30JI0TO M JIparolieHHbIE KaMHHU, HO M KPacoTy 4YEJIIOBEUECKUX cepael, —
yemexHyscss OXOTHHK.

benocHexka npucranpbHO mocMmotpena Ha Jpuka. OHa He Bepuia cBouM yuaMm. Heyxkenu
¢dpasza mpo KpacoTy YeIOBEUECKUX CEpael ACHCTBUTENHLHO BbUIETENa U3 ero ycr? OHa omycTuia
riasa. Psagom ¢ DpukoMm Jexanu TOJBKO JUChbH KOCTH U HUKAaKUX OyThUIOK. OHa mepeBena B3IJIs
Ha €ro JIMLO, BIEPBbIEC 3aMETUB, YTO IJ1a3a Y HETO COBEPIIEHHO sicHble. OH rOBOPUJI HETOPOILJIUBO U
B3BEIICHHO, TIHIATEJILHO BBIOMpasi cioBa. Bor yxke aBa oHS, Kak OH He Opall B pOT HHU Kalliu
CIUPTHOTO.

OxotHuk kuBHYJ Ha Huona. Tot, cioTeikasch, X0AWI Kpyramu BOKpyr l'opTa u nen npsmo y
HEro HaJl yXoM, J1a TaK TPOMKO, 4TO ['OpT HEOBOJIILHO MOPILIMJICS.

— Jlymaro, OHM TIOTEpSUIH CBOM Jap, eciiu OoH BooOIe y Hux Obul. Korma xoponeBa 3axBaTtuiia
[IaXTHI, OHA HE TOJIBKO MOXUTHIIA MX OOTAaTCTBO, HO M JIMIIHJIA UX TOPAOCTH.

benocHexka Opocuia B3I B CTOPOHY THOMOB. BONBIIMHCTBO M3 HUX YXKE YyCIETU
Hanuthes. Komnp u Jlyup karamuce 1o 3emie, ThIKasi Apyr Apyra HOcoM B rpsi3b. ['ac TaHueBai,
MOJBITPBIBast cebe Ha CKPUIIKE, U TMOT IPaoM TeK Mo ero juily. HeBo3MokHO ObLJIO TOBEPUTH, YTO
9TH CYIIECTBA BJIAJCIOT TallHaMu Maruu. Kak oHM MOIVIM HaXOOUTh B JIIOJASX JIy4lllee, €ClId caMu
Ka3aJuCh TAKUMH HECUACTHBIMU?

Korna Ky»spT pemmn nopagoBath Ciyliareiieid NeceHKoM noecenee, Myup 3axoTen nogonTu
k benocHexke. ['opT B3si1 cienoro ruoMa 3a pykKy U MoJBeN K OONBIIOMY ITHIO, HA KOTOPBIN OHa
obnokaunBaiack. Y Myupa ObUIH JJIMHHBIE CEIbIe BOJIOCH M MOPIIMHHUCTOE JUIO. BeITmsaen on
JeT Ha JABaJLATh CTaplle OCTaJbHBIX. belocHexkKa MOJIOKHUIA PYKYy €My Ha KOJIEHO, YTOObI OH
MIOHSUI, YTO OHA PSIIOM.

— Cnacu60 Tebe, — THXO MpOU3HecHa JEBYIIKA. — 3a TO, YTO 3AIUTUI MEHS.

—TBoli oren Obu1 xopowmuMm uenoBekoM. KoponeBcTBo mnpu Hem mnpousetano. M bl
MpOLBETAIH, — KUBHYJI Myup.

— Bac Torna 6su10 60mb111€? — cripocuiia benocHexka.

Myup cHOBa KMBHYJ. ['OpT mpHUCIOHMICS COIMHOM K MEHBKY U C/elajl OYepPEAHOU IIIOTOK U3
OYTBUIKH.

— OnHaXapl HECKOJIBKO THOMOB — Thl BUIMIIB MX Tepes co00il — CIyCTHIIMCh B MIAXTy Ha
MecsauHyl0 cMeHy. lac Torma Obul eme coBceM MalibuoHKOM. Korma ™Mbl MOJHSIMCH Ha
MOBEPXHOCTh, TO YBMJEIW, YTO 3eMJisi cTajla uepHoil. Bce ymepnu. Kusup ynuia, — spocTHO
LIEJIKHYJ nansuamu ['opr.

— OTO NMPOU30ILIO Yepe3 MecsL] IociIe CMEPTH TBOETO 0TLa, — 100aBui Myup.

benocHexka kuBHyna. OHa XOpollO NOMHMJIA TOT MepBbIM Mecsn. M3-3a cren 3amka
JIOHOCHIIUCH B3pbIBBI. B cenax mombixanu noxapsl. Connatel PaBeHHBI Opanu Bo 1BOpe, 0aXBalscCh,
CKOJIBKO JIEPEBEHBb COXIJIM M CKOJIBKO Jitoae yownu. Eif ObUTO BCero cemp JIeT, OJIHAKO OHa
MMOHMMaJa, YTO )KU3Hb B KOPOJIEBCTBE HaBCErAa U3MeHUIIach. U ee )K13Hb TOKEe U3MEHUIIACH.

benocuexka cuznena Bozine Myupa 10 TeX Mop, MOKa COJIHIIE HE 3aKaTHWJIOCh 3a TOPU3OHT.
JleByIika moTaHileBalla MOJI BECENYI0 NMECeHKY ¢ ['acoM, U MOJ0J0il THOM OTAABWJ €i BCE HOTH.
Ona cnena ny’toM ¢ HHOHOM M TNpHUKOHYMIA OCTaTKM Msica, BIIEPBBIE 3a HECKOJIBKO JIHEH
HOpMaJIbHO ToeB. Ho moToM, HOYbIO, KOrJja THOMBI YCHYJIM, OHA JeXajla W AyMaja O CJoBax
Myupa. ¥V Hee cBoe mnpenHazHadeHuwe. byayiiee, o koTopoM roBopuia AnHHa. OHa I0OKHA
MpUHECTH ce0si B KEPTBY W BO3TJIABUTH KOPOJEBCTBO. CTpaHHO OBLIO CHBINIATH MOJ00HOE
MPOPOYECTBO M3 yCT AHHBI. belocHeXKa BCIO KWM3HBb ObllIa TUICHHHUIIEW KOPOJIEBHI, 3alepTOd B
OamHe 3amka. Yto oHa Moria Bo3riaBUTh? W jaxke ecnu Obl M TOMBITaNach, KTO CTal Obl el
MOIYNHATECS?

benocHexka BCIOMHHUIIA JEPEBHIO AHHBI, CIACAIONIUXCS OETCTBOM KEHIIMH H OOBSTHIC



IUIaMeHeM Jloma. Temeps, MOcie BCEro MepekuToro, B Mpejacka3aHne AHHBI IOBEPHUTH OBLIO YiKe
nerye. JleBylika He Moria OOnblIe CMOTPETh, Kak cojjaThl PaBeHHbI yOuBaroT Oe33allUTHBIX
mozaei. OHa He XOTeJa CIBIIATh KPUKH JKEHIINH, OCTaBIIUXCA 0e3 KpbIu Haja ronoBoi. Eit 6bu10
OO0JIBHO BHJIETh ILIPaMbl HA MOPJIAIIKAX MAJICHbKUX JJ€BOYEK, KOTOPBIX YPOAOBAJIN TOJIBKO Ul TOTO,
9TOOBI KOPOJIEBA HE OTHsIA X y MaTEepen.

benocHexka ormsagenack. OXOTHUK J€Xal Ccpedu LBETOB. JIMno ero BO CHE Ka3aloch
0e3MATEeXHBIM U Jake KpacuBbiM. Komns u Jlyuwp cnanu cnvHa K CHHMHE, CIOBHO criaeHHbIE. C
HACTYIVIEHMEM HOYM M3 TyCTBIX 3apociiell MOKa3aluch caMble pa3Hble CyllecTBa: Oenku, 600psl U
JUKOBUHHBIE NITUIIBL.

JIBe COpPOKHU IpOJIETeNN MPSIMO BO3JIE €€ TOJIOBBI, OJECHYB B JIYHHOM CBETE OTJIMBAIOIIMMU
SAPKO-CUHUM TepbIiKamMu. W BIPYT 3a A0MI0 CeKyHAbI IpeoOpa3miuck B (eil. benocHexka noxsia,
YTO 3TO OHM OMOIJIM el 0exaTh 13 OalHu. DTO OHU €€ CHACIH.

®den ycTpeMWINCh JalblIE, XECTOM IIPUIVIACHUB JEBYLIKY CIENOBaTh 3a HUMHU. Bo3myx
HAIOJIHWIICS MX CJIaJKOT0JIOCHIM IIEHUEM. benocHekka nocnenmia cKBo3b JECHYIO Yally TyAa, Ie
M3-32 KaMEHHBIX PYWH JIWiIcs ApKuil Oenbiii cBer. IlocTenenHo jec Hayanm pacKpbIBaTh mepen Hel
CBOIO BOJILIEOHYIO CYIIHOCTh. belocHeX Ky BAPYT OKPYXKWIM caMble pa3Hble JUKUE KUBOTHbIE. 1
MOKa OHa MpoOMpanIach MEXIY BBHICOKHX JIE€PEBHEB, BCE OHM MOCIYITHO UK 3a Hel. [ITuisl craeit
JeTenu Haj ee TosoBoi. Kponku v ojieHHn, IOSABUBILKECS U3 3apOCIIEH, 3aMbIKAJIU IIECTBHUE.

benocHexka mNoOHsNIA, OTKyJla HCXOAWUT CHUSHUE, TOJBKO OKAa3aBIIMCh COBCEM OJIU3KO OT
ucTouHuka csera. Ilog rpomMagHbIM E€pEeBOM B OPEOJIE 30J0TOrO CBETA CTOS BEJIMKOJIEIIHBIN
OebIii xKepeoerl.

JleBy1IKa [OI0NLIa K TMTAaHTCKOMY KOHI0. OH IIPUTHYJI OJIOBY, TO3BOJIUB MOIIAAUTh ce0s 1o
Mopae. TeMHO-KapuMHU I1a3aMH OH CMOTpeEN Ha BelocHEeXKy Tak, CJIOBHO MOT YUTAaTh €€ MBICIIH.
Kepeben mpurkasicss MOpAOH K rojoBe JEBYIIKH, U OHA OLIyTHJIa TEIJIO ero AbixaHus. berocHexka
MIOBEPHYJIaCh JIMIIOM K JIeCy M C yauBiieHueM oOHapyxuia OXOTHHKa U THOMOB, KOTOpBIE,
OKa3bIBA€TCs, IMPOCHYJINUCh W OTIPABUINCH ClIeAOM 3a HeW. OHU BBICTPOMIIUCH IIOIYKPYIOM,
MPUTAUBIINCH 32 IEPEBbIMH, U HAOIIOAAIIH 32 MTPOUCXOISAIIHIM.

— HukTO M3 Hac B *KM3HU TAKOTO HE BUJEI, — HEJJOBEPUYHMBO ITOKa4ajl roJIoBOi beut.

— Jt0 ee OnarocioBeHue, — npousnec Myup. — OHa — 370 ku3Hb. OHA U3JIEUUT HAITy 3EMITIO.
Ona n36panHasi.

benocHexka ob6xBaruia mier0 xepedlla M MOUYYBCTBOBaJla CTpaHHOE yMHUpoTBopeHue. OHa
ClIylllajia IPOPOYECKUE CI0BA CTAPOrO THOMA, M €€ HAIOJHSIIO JKEJIaHHUE CIIacTu CBOKO cTpaHy. OHa
C/IETIaeT BCe, YTO HYXKHO JuIsl Oara KkoposieBcTBa. OHa BEpHET KOPOJIEBCKOM BIACTH IOCTOMHCTBO.

JleBylka jackajia KOHsS, U CUSIHAE BOKPYI HEIO CTaHOBHWJIOCH BCe sApde. B Bo3nyxe 1uiaBamu
MepIaoIINe 30J10ThIe YaCTUUKH, 00BOJIAKUBABIINE €€ CO BCEX CTOPOH.

— [Tomyuyum MBI 30J10TO MJIM HET, — CKa3aJl CBOMM TOBapHIiaM Myup, — HO s NTOCIIEYIO 3a HEH,
KyzAa Obl OHa HU OTIPaBUIIACh.

benocHexka ynbIOHynach, MON0XKKIIA TOJIOBY Ha HIEH0 jkepedlia U MPUHSUIACh TTIaJUTh €ro Mo
JIOCHSAIIENCs ciuHe. BHe3anHo oHa ycubliiana pe3Kuil CBUCT U YBUENA, KaK B IIEIKOBUCTBIA OOK
KOHS BOH3MJach cTpena. OT 601 KOHB 3apyKall, BCTAT Ha JbIOBI M KUHYJICS B JIECHBIE 3apPOCIIH, €/1Ba
He cOUB JIeBYIIKY ¢ HOT. Bcee knBOTHBIE OpOCHIINCH BPacChIIHYI0. ' HOMBI MOTSAHYIUCH 3a HOKaMU
u ap6aneramu. OHM yBHUJENU Ha BEpIIMHE X0JIMa BcaJHUKOB (PUHHA, KOTOPBIE CTOSUIM, OOHAKUB
MEYH.

Pe3kuil nopeIB BETpa XJIECTHYJ BETBU JEPEBbEB U TaM, I/I€ TOJIBKO YTO CUSJ CBET, MOSBUIIUCH
YyepHble TeHU. ' HOMBI, Ha/ieB 00€Bble MAaCKH, IPUTOTOBUIIN OPYXKUE. DPUK CHSUI € MOsICa TOMOPHI,
B35IB 110 OJJHOMY B KaKIyI0 pyKy. benocHexka BrisapiBanach B JINLA KOPOJIEBCKUX Ha€MHHUKOB. 1
HEOKHMJAaHHO 3aMepJia, 3aryIsiHYB B 3HAKOMbIE C JETCTBA KapHe Iia3a. YUiIbsiM Obul cpeau Hux. OH
CHUJEN B celie, BCKUHYB Med. [louemy oH 31ech okaszancs? [louemy cpaxaercs Ha CTOpoHE Bpara?

Ho Bpemenn Ha pasmbinuienus He Obuto. Heromstii, panuBmmii 6emoro skepediia, Mo HsIT JTYK
U, YXMBUIbHYBILUCH, PULIETHIICS B belocHeKKy, HO MOIOCTIEBUIMNA YUIIbSIM COUJI €ro C JIOWAau, U
CTpena yieresa B BEpXYILKH JIepeBbEB. ['ac CXBATUJI AEBYIIKY 3a PYKY U MOTAIKI B JIEC, TIOJANIbIIE
OT OMACHOCTH.



— Ckopee! — KpUKHYII OH, 3aMETHUB, YTO cOJAaThl OUHHA CITYCKAIOTCS C XOJIMA.

Menoauio BOMIIEOHOrO Jieca 3aryylIMiId 3BYKH cpaxeHus. Crplmiancs 3BOH KIMHKOB U
pxanue nomaned. benocHexka Oexana co Bcex Hor. OHa OMISIHYJach W yBHUAENa YWIbsMa,
KOTOPBI, TAaBUPYSl MEXKAY JIEPEBbEB, CKakall 3a HUMH. OH ObUT yKe JOBOJIBHO OJHM3KO, OPYKHUE €ro
OJIeCTeNIO B IYHHOM CBETE.

I"ac o6orunan benocHexky u O0JIBHO CXKAJl €€ PYKY.

— bricTpee! — MOrOHsUIT OH ACBYIIKY, IEPENPHITUBAs YEPE3 CYUbsl U KAMHHU.

OpHako OHa HE MOIJIa OTOpPBAaTh ria3 oT Yuibsma. Jlo Hero ObUIO METPOB JECATh, MOXKET,
qyTh OoJbine. bernocHexkka BeIpBasia JIaJ0Hb U3 pyKu ['aca M KuHynack B KycThl. Jl0KIaBIIKCH,
Korja YWIIbSIM OKaXXeTCsl psIoM, JIEBYIIKA BBICKOUMIIA U3 3acajibl, MOANPBITHYJA, CXBATHIIA €r0 3a
PYKY U U30 BCEX CUJI IEPHYJIa, TAK YTO OH KyOapeM MOKATUJICS Ha 3EMIIIO.

[Ton6exxapmmii k Helt ['ac 3aHEC TOMOP U yKe coOpalics ObUIO OTPYOUTHh Y HIIBSIMY TOJIOBY.

—I'ac, cToit! — BocknukHyna beinocHexka.

U xak pa3 BoBpewmsi. Jle3Bue 3amepiio OyKBaJbHO B CAHTUMETPE OT LIEH YHABIIETO FOHOLIH.

JleBylika HarHyjach HaJl BCAIHUKOM, YTOOBI MOJYyYIlEe PACCMOTPETh €ro JHIo. Brrommecs
KallITAaHOBBIE BOJIOCHI Y WIIbsIMA BUXPAMH TOPYAJIA B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBL, COBCEM KaK B JIETCTBE.

— Yo THI 3/1€CH ACTacNIb? — cripocwiia oHa. — S Bujena Te0s B IEpeBHE.

— O10 51, YWIbsM, — IPOU3HEC OH U CEll.

I'pyns ero B3npiManack. OH MOIHSUIT € 3€MIIM JIYK B cOOpajl pacChIIaBIINECS CTPEIHI.

— 4 3Har0, — cyxo oTBetnina benocHexxka. OHa He Morja MoBepuTh. Majap4yuK, 0 KOTOPOM OHa
JyMaja Bce 3TH rojibl, BepHyics. OH pblian U 3Ball €€ TOrja, B Ty HOUb, KOTJa OHH IbITAIUCH
BBIPBaThCA U3 3aMKa. MoxeT, ceiiuac OoH mpuiien e Ha nomomb? WMnu Hetr? — Ilouemy ThI C
HUMH? — TTIOKa4YaB TOJIOBOM, CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

VYunpsaMm OrisiHysCs Ha JIECHBIE 3apOCIIU:

— 1o Kapmarana mouum cityxu, 4to Thl xkuBa. KoposeBa cxBatuna Tomaca u ero ceiHa SHa.
Tomac 6b11 B 3aMKe, Korza Thl yoexana. OH clbIIIai, 4To Tede yaanoch YCKOIb3HYTh. U s moren ¢
HuMH. Benb TOIbKO OHM 3HANH, T€ TEOS UCKATh.

— Omna xoTtena yOUTh MeHs... — Mpou3Hecia benocHexka, 1 ria3a ee HaloJIHWINCH CJIe3aMHu.

JleBymika coOmpaiach MPOAOJDKUTH, HO TYT B KyCTaX HEMOJAIEKYy XpycTHYN cy4dok. OHu
MOBEPHYJIMCh Ha 3BYK U YBUJEIU TOTO CaMOr0 HA€MHMKA, YTO HECKOJIbKO MHHYT Ha3aj MbITAJICS
youts benocHexky.

B pykax oH nepsxan HaTaHYThIHN IyK. [IpoMaxHyThCS ObLIO HEBO3MOXKHO.

Conpnat npuuenuics. berocHexka noBepHyiack, 4ToObl O€kaTh, HO JOPOTY €l Mperpaanin
rycThie KycThl. B Bozmyxe mpocBucTena crpena. ['ac Opocuiics Brepen, U cTpenna BOH3UIACH EMY B
rpyab. ['ac BCKpUKHYI U PYXHYJ Ha 3€MJIIO Y HOT JIEBYILIKH.
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Haemuunku criyckanuce ¢ xonMa. OIMH U3 HUX, MIOAHSB MEU, MYaJICS MPSIMO Ha THOMOB. J{yup
MIPUTHYJICS, U OCTPOE Kak OpUTBA JIe3BUE JUIIIb CPE3ao My4YOK ero Bojoc. [Ipyroit BOUH BBITYCTHI
ctpeny B OXOTHHMKa, HO MPOMaxHYyJCs, U CTpesia MpoJieTena MUMO. DPUK OTJISAbIBal 3apociid B
MOMCKAaX OJHOTO-eIUHCTBEHHOTO nuia. M HakoHer] oOHapyxun ero. OUHH MPUIITOPUBAT KOHS,
HaIpaBJIsid €ro B yally Jieca, TyAa, IIe CKpbulach benmocHexka. JKMpHBIE BOJIOCH Majalv €My Ha
rinaza. Ha meke, B ToM MecTe, KyJa DpUK €ro yaapui, KpacoBajcCsl CUHSK.

[Tokpenye 3akaB Tonmopuia, IpUK MycTuica 3a HUM. OH 3aKOHYHT CIIOpP, HA4aThiii B TeMHOM
necy. [loka ®@unHH xuB, benocHexka B omacHOCTU. bpar kopolneBbl OyAeT mpeciefoBaTh €€ 10
camoro Kapmarana. OH pa3BsiKeT BOMHY MPOTUB T'EPIIOTa, COMIKET €ro 3eMJIM U HE YCIIOKOUTCS 110
TEX I0P, OKA HE MOJYYUT CEPJLIE IEBYILIKH.

OxoTHuK Oexal yepe3 HecKoH4aeMble 3apociau. Kpyrom pacnonsnuck rycreie TeHU. TpaBa u
JTUCTBA 3aCOXJIM, IBETHI YBSITH, a (U pa3eTeNCh B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. JIeCHBIE CyIIecTBa NCYE3ITH.
Jlucel cripaTtanuch Noj 3€MJIEH, Yepenaxu YKpbUIMch nmoja ciioeM mxa. Korma OXOTHHK HakOHeEI
OCTaHOBWJICS, B JIECY HE OBLIO CIBIIITHO HU 3ByKa. OUHH OECCleHO UCYE3 B 3aPOCIISIX.



DpUK BCMAaTPHUBAJICS B IPOCBETHI MEXKAY CTBOJIAMH JIEPEBbEB, OJTHAKO Pa3IIIsAACeTh YTO-IN0O B
CryLIaloIIeicss TbMe ObLII0O HEBO3MOXKHO. CHIIBHO MOXOJIOJAJI0, M U3 €ro pTa BbUIETAIM oOnauka
napa. I'ne-to c3aau xpyctHyna Betka. OXOTHUK pe3Kko pa3BepHyscs. M3 yamy nosBuiach JIOMIa b
®duHHa. DpUK yXKe MOAHSI TOIOP, OJHAKO JKUBOTHOE ITPOCKAKAJIO MUMO, U CE0Ka Ha HEM He ObLIO.
Jlomanp ckpbuIach 3a E€PEBBSAMH, U TOJIBKO TYT OXOTHHK JOrajajcs, 4To Iomaji B JOBYIIKY. OH
o0epHyJICsl B TOT CaMblii MOMEHT, Korja @UHH BBICKOYMJI U3 KyCTOB IPSMO 3a €ro CIMHOH. bpat
KOpOJIEBBI B3MaxHYJ1 MEYOM, HO DpHUK YBEPHYJCS, U KIMHOK JIMIIb YUPKHYN €ro no pyke. OH
B3IVISIHYJI Ha paHy: Ha NOXKYXILIYIO TPaBy CTPYHKOI TeKia KpPOBb.

Mennuth ganpiie Obu10 Helb3s. OXOTHUK C MOAHATHIM TOIIOPOM OPOCHIICS Ha MPOTHBHHKA.
Torna OuHH CUIIBHO COTHYJN TOJCTYIO BETKY, a 3aT€M PE3KO OTHYCTHJ ee. BeTka pacnpsmuiaces u
ynapwia Opuka B Tpyab. OH OTJIETeN B CTOPOHY, Bpe3ajics B CTOJICTHUW Oy0 M CTYKHYJICS
3aTBUJIKOM O CTBOJI, €/1Ba HE MOTepsiB co3HaHHe. OH He MOr IMOIIEBEIUTh HU PYKOH, HU HOTOM.
Jpimate OBUIO TSDKENO, BO3AyXa OTYAsHHO He XBarano. M3 paHbl Ha pyke XJecTaja KpOBb,
pacIbIBasCh 10 pyOallKe SPKO-KPACHBIM IIATHOM.

OH cmotpen B JMno cBoero Bpara. OUHH, MOXOXUI Ha OCTPOHOCYIO JIACKy, YJblOancs
370paiHoM, 6e3yMHON ynbIOKol. EMy HpaBHIOCH BUIETh, KaK DpHUK UCTEKaeT KpoBbi0. OXOTHUK
MOTSIHYJICS 3@ TOIOPAMU, HO OHU OTJIETENIN B CTOPOHY U TENEPb JISKAIU CIUIIKOM JIaIeKO.

— Uepe3 MOM PyKH MPOLLIO MHOT'O JI€BYOHOK, — IIarHyB Brepen, npouszHec @unH. — Ho TBOs
’KEHa 0Ka3aJlaCh OCOOCHHOIA.

—Yro TbI ckazan?! — mpoperuan JpuK.

SpocTh npugana eMy Cuil, U OH CcTajl MEIJIEHHO MoaHuMarbes. Ho 10 TomopoB emy Bce xe
ObUIO HE NOTAHYTbCA. ECIM OH MonbITaeTcst MX MOAHATH, TO MOACTAaBUT ceOs 0] 0OYepeIHOM yap.

— Ona conpoTuBIsiack, 38ajna Teds. Tros Capa, — CKJIOHUI rosioBy HaOOK DUHH.

OpuKy crano TpyAHO Jblmiath. bemenas sipocts oxBaTuia ero. GUHH Bpal, €ro He MOIJIO
ObITh TaM. Ee yOoun rpabutens u3 apyroi nepeBHu. [lo kpaiiHel Mepe Tak eMy CKa3aji, KOTJa OH
BepHyiicsi. [louemy ®DuHH roBopur Hempapay? 3adeM €My HMrpaTth ¢ OJpPHKOM, KakK KOIIKa C
MBIIITKOM?

— OTkyza Thl 3Haelllb €€ UMsI? — 3a0paj JpUK.

bpocuB B3rmsn nmosepx rosoBel PHHHA, OH 3aMETHJ YIIaBIIEEe AEpEeBO. UepHblE TEHU
UCTOUMJIM J€PEBO M3HYTPH, M U3 3€MJIM TOpPYAIM 3aCOXIIME OCTpble KOPHH, IOXO0XXKHE Ha
JIepEBSIHHBIE MUKHU, C KOTOPBIMU DPUK paHbIIe XOAWI HA OXOTY.

— Ona cama MHe cka3zana, — npommunen @unH. — [lepen Tem, Kak s nepepesai €i ropJo.

OT0 BCe, UTO HYXHO ObUIO ychblllaTh JpuKy. B razax y Hero moremHeno. OH BO Bcex
MOJIPOOHOCTSAX BCIIOMHMI TOT JieHb. Ee mpekpacHas 1mesi, K KOTOpOoi OH CTOJIBKO pa3 IpuKacalcs,
Obl1a mepepe3aHa, KpOBb BOKPYT paHbl 3acoxJia U nouepHena. OH MpoBesl pyKol Mo ee MIaTbio U
Halllynaja y Hee Ha OOKy elle OJHY paHy, Kak pa3 noj pedpamu. OH He OTpbIBaJ IJ1a3 OT €€ JIUIIa,
rajas, KTO MOT IOKYCHTbCS Ha Takyl KpacoTy. Kto 310 uymosume? Krto sto 06e3mgymiHoe,
0€e3KaNoCTHOE KUBOTHOE, 4TO Juimio Capy Ku3Hu?

Teneps OH 3HaJI OTBET.

Opuk O6pocuics Ha PunHHA. Ero yxe He cTpammil HOJHATHIM Med, 000H0100CTPhIM KIMHOK
KOTOpPOT0 MOT OTCE€Yb €My rosioBy. OXOTHHUK OMYCTHII IJIEYO U ¢ pa3z0ery 4to ObLIO CUJl Bpe3ascs B
KUBOT NPOTUBHUKA. OHU PYXHYJIM Ha MOBAJIEHHOE AepeB0. DUHH TSHKEIO NMPU3EMIIWIICS Ha KOPHU,
U JIepeBsSHHbIE MUKH BOH3WIUCH B €ro Tejao. @UHH 3aBbUI OT JUKOM 00Ju.

Ero xpuku TOIBKO pa3kuraiu pocTb JpHKa.

«9toT uenoBek youn Capy», — nyman OXOTHHUK, IPOIOJIKAsI TaBUTh Ha 1iedr OUHHA, 9YTOOBI
erle OobIIe HACAJUTh €ro TeJNO Ha TMraHTCKue KOpHU. OH He OTIIycKall Hero/ss J10 TeX Hop, MoKa
OCTPOKOHEYHBbIE KOpPHU HE€ MPOTKHYIM €ro HackBo3b. ®OUHH KOpUWJICS B AaroHUH, CTapasich
0CBOOOIUTHCS, HO DPHUK HE OTITYCKAJ €ro.

— Cectpa! — no3Ban ®uHH, 3alIPOKUHYB rojoBy. — [lomoru mue, cectpa!l

Han mumu 3amnscanu TeHu. YUepHBIH AbIM 3aKiIyOHIICS BOKPYT OCTPBIX KOHIIOB, MBITasiCh
3aJ€YuTh pPaHbl, HO 3TO ObUIO HEBO3MOXHO. Topuaimiue HapyKy KOPHHU HE IO3BOJSUIM UM
3aTaHyThCs. M3 paH XiecTana KpoBb.



OpnHako yepHoe 001aK0 HE OTCTABAJIO U MO-TIPEKHEMY KPYKUJIOCh HAJl HUIMHU.

— Cectpa? — Bb1I1OXHY OUHH.

OpHUK MpoJoKall MPHKUMAaTh €ro K JepeBy. OH cMOTpeln, Kak MYyYUTEIbHO YMHPAET €ro
Bpar, KaK U3 €ro a3 TeKyT CJIe3bl. DTOT YEJIOBEK OTHSUI )KU3Hb Y €ro KeHbl. CMOXKET 11 OH, DpHK,
MOJIFOOUTH KOTO-HHOYIb TaK e CUIIBbHO, Kak oH Jirooun Capy?

OH BcTpeTws1 € B OJMH MPEKPAcCHbIM JEHb Ha JIEPEBEHCKOM sipMapke. YIJIOKEHHBbIE Ha
3arpuIKe Kockl Capbl ObUIM yKpamieHbl KPOXOTHBIMH PO30BBIMH OyToHamMu. OHa TaHIIEBaia BMECTe
¢ ocrasbHpiMU. Ho Oomblne Bcero ero mnopasuwsl ee cMeX, XHU3HEpaJOCTHBIM, HMCKPEHHUH U
3apa3uTEIbHBIMN.

— TwI 3a0pait ee y MeHsl, — mpomienTan JpuK, T8 B MepKHyBIHe Ti1aza @unna. — Tel you
MOIO JKEHY.

Korpa ®uHH HakoHell UCIYCTHJI IyX M TeJO ero ooMsAkyo, OXOTHUK OTBEpPHYJICS, UyBCTBYS
ce0s1 coBepuieHHO oOeccuyieHHbIM. OH He OIIyIIaJl HU yJOBIETBOPEHHUS, HU pagocTu. M Bce xe
nocie cmeptd PuHHa emy crano Jerye. Ho ceifuac emy Obuio Hekorpa aymare o cebde. Ero
BOJIHOBasa cyqp0a benocHexxku. OH oueHb Hazaescs, uro nocie rudenu GuHHaA neByIlKa HaKOHEL
CMOJKET CIIOKOMHO *uTh B Kapmarane.

BepuyBmmce B nec, DpuKk 0OHApYKWI, YTO HAEMHHUKH MEPTBHL. [ HOMBI, 10 CBOEH mpupoae
CBUpEIbIe BOUHBI, YOMIM HX BceX 10 OJHOro. OXOTHHMK 3aMeTHsl BelnocHEeXKy M KOpPOTBILIEK,
KOTOpBIE€ CTOJIMJINCH BOKPYT JieXkaBllero Ha 3emiie tena. OH nmopoumen nodiauxke. Ito 60wt [ac,
caMblil 1OHBIA THOM. JInio ero ObLI0 OeNbIM Kak Mesl, a U3 TPYyIH, YyTh BBILIE CepAlla, Topyaja
cTpena.

OXOTHHK IepecyuTan OCTaJIbHBIX, YTOOBI yOeIuThCs, YTO Bce >kMBbl. HeoxuaaHHo cpeau
THOMOB OH YBHJIEJ MPUCEBLIET0 HA KOPTOUKH HapHs JIET CEMHAJILIATH, HE cTapile. DpUK rOTOB ObLI
MOKJISICTBCS, YTO YK€ BCTpEYall €ro, TOJIbKO HE TOMHMII TIE.

— K10 310? — cipocui oH.

[Tapens Bcran. YToOb! Ka3aTkcst B3pociiee, OH, 0100HO TITYIMOH NTHUIIE, BBIIATHII IPY/Ib.

— Mens 30ByT YunbsaM, — pousHec oH. — S cbIH repuora X3MMOH/A.

Opuk nokauan ronosoi. I'epuor. Tpyc, nonrue roas! npsarasmuiics B Kapmartane. Koneuno,
3TO €ro ChIH.

— A 4TO TepUOrCKHH CBhIH JEJIAeT CPEAN KOPOJIEBCKUX HAEMHUKOB? — IOCMOTPEB Ha THOMOB,
nonHTepecoBacss OXOTHUK.

Komne u [lynp, KoTopble CKIOHWINCH HaJl ['acoM, ObUIM CIIMIIKOM pacCTpOEHBI, YTOOBI
NaBaTh OOBSICHEHHUS.

— $I uckan npuHLeccy, — 3asABUI Y UIIbSM.

— 3ayeM? — pSIBKHYJ DpHK.

VY HMX ¥ Tak 0bUI0 MOJIHO npobieM. He xBaTaso erie TamuTh 3a c000il 3TOro 4ecToto0MBOro
foH1a!

— UT0OBbI 3alIUTUTD €€, — CXKaB PYKOATh Me4a, OTBETUI Y WIIbSIM.

— Kak Buuib, npuHIECCy €CTh KOMY 3alllUTUTh, — CO CMEXOM CKa3al DpHK, MaXHYB PYKOil B
CTOPOHY THOMOB, BOOPY>KEHHBIX HO’KaMH U apOaieTaMu.

Yunbsam ornsaen Dpuka ¢ TOIO0BBI 10 HOT.

— A KTO ThI TaKO#? — TpeOOBATENLHO CIIPOCHII OH.

— YenoBek, KOTOPHBIN MPHUBEII €€ CI0/a, Ballle CUATEIbCTBO, — OpOCHI DPUK B U0 YUIbIMY.

[louyBcTBOBaB NPUIMB HEHABUCTH K 3TOMY BBICOKOMEPHOMY Majb4uIIKe, OXOTHHUK IIarHys
BIIEpE/ U OKa3ajcCs MPAKTUYECKH JIUIIOM K JIUIY C TapHEM.

benocHexka, koTopas cuzena, NoJ0XKUB pyKy l'acy Ha rpyzb, MOJHIA HA HUX 3aIUIaKaHHbIE
riasa.

— OcraBb ero, OXOTHUK, — nonpocuiia oHa. — OH Hall Jpyr.

JleByIiKa CKIIOHUJIA TOJIOBY, €€ TOPbKHUE CJIe3bl Karaiu Ha pyoamky ["aca. DpuKk 3aKpbuT U0
pykamMu. ['HOMBI, TedanbHble W Cepbe3Hble, 3aTAHYIM morpedanbHble MecHoneHus. OHH
pacckasbIBaIM MPO JO00BH U JIPYkOy, )KM3Hb U CMepTh. llecHH pa3HOCHINCH MO Pa30pPEHHOMY
necy. Hwuro He corpeBano Bo3ayx. JKusorHele cropstanuce. @Pen nponamu. Kiouku



OITYCTHBIIIETOCS HAa HUX YEPHOTO 00JIaKa TEMHBIMH 3aBUTKAMH BCE €I1Ie KPY>KUIIH HaJl TOJOBAMHU.

3akoHuuB neth, Komtb u Jlynp npuHecan mo oxamnke IpoB ajisi morpedanbHoro koctpa. Kyspt
BBUIOXKMJI Ha 3eMJIe MPSMOYTOJIbHUK M3 KaMHEH, MPUroToBuB AJig ['aca mocneanee joxe. ['HOMBbI
MOJIOKUJIM Ha HETO KPOXOTHOE Teublie ['aca 1 HavanM 3acellaTh €ro CyXMMHU BETKAMH, CKJIAIbIBast
HX KpecT-HakpecT. belT n1ocTan KpeMEHb U BBICEK UCKDY.

OHU CcTOSIM PSIAOM M CMOTPENH, KaK 3aHUMAETCSl OTOHb. BeTKku Tpelanu u gonanuck. A3bIku
IUIAMEHH TOJAHUMAIUCh K CyMpadHoMy HeOy. KTo-To W3 THOMOB mjakan, XoTs DpUK HE MOT
MOHSATh, KTO UMEHHO. OH CJIbIIIaN TOJILKO BCXJIUIbIBAaHUSI beoCHek KU, U 'y HEro Mypalku Oexanu
0 KOKe. DPHK, HE OTPHIBAsICh, CMOTpEN Ha ee Jjuio. Eciau Obl OH TONBKO MOT 3a0path cebe ee
601b! C HaCTyIUIEHHEM HOYM TSXKECTh yTpaThl CTalla JaBUTh Bce cuiibHee. Ho Ha 3ToM ux OuTBa He
KoH4asiack. OHa TOJILKO HAUMHAJIACh.

3nas KopoJjeBa Bce emle Obuia KUBa.
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PaBeHnHa nexana B MOCTeNH, U3ydas MOMOJIOJEBIIYI0O KOXKY Ha THUIBHOW CTOPOHE JIAJOHHU.
KopuuHeBble mATHA HCYE3IM, NPOTHUBHBIE MOPILUMHBI pasriaaauiauck. OHa MOJN0XKWIA TOHKHE
nanblbl HA TPYAb, CTapasCh YHATh BOJHEHHE. Llenmblii Yac mpoinen ¢ TOro MOMEHTa, Kak ymep
@uHH. Y Hee HUKOI'/1a el1e HE YXOUJIO CTOJIbKO BPEMEHU Ha BOCCTAHOBJICHUE.

[Tonanobunucey nBe neBymku. He ogna, ae. OHa OBICTPO U KAJHO BhICACHIBATIA MOJIOJOCTh
U3 UX MaJEeHbKUX, CIAJKUX PTOB, YYBCTBYS, KaK BCE €€ TeJlO, OT MAKyIIKH 10 MajblLEeB HOT,
HanoJnHseTcs sHepruei. Cuna BepHynack K Heil. OJTHAKO Ha ceil pa3, 4ToObl MPUNTH B cels, eil He
XBaTWJIO KpPacoThl JEBYIIEK, MSTKOCTH HUX BoJyioc, (aphopoBoii mpo3padHocTH KOXHu. [ope
MO-TIPEXKHEMY pa3phiBalio €e Ha yacTH. B rpyau Obuio mycro. PaBenne kaszanoch, OyATO U3 Hee
BBIHYJIM BHYTPEHHOCTH.

Ee enuncTBenHsblil Opat. Uto oHa 3Haymna ans Hero? A oH it Hee? ToJabKO OHU BABOEM U
MIOMHWJIM O TOM JIHE, KOIJa JIIOJU KOpOJisi SIBWINCHh B UX JI€PEBHIO U NPUHSINCh YHUUYTOXKATh
obutateneit kubutok. bpat ¢ cectpoii urpanu toraa B gecy. OHU HOCHIIMCh MEXIY JIE€PEBBIMU U
MpSTAIUCh APYT OT Apyra. OUHH ObLT €IMHCTBEHHBIM YE€JIOBEKOM, IOMHUBIIUM JIMIO UX MaTEepH.

Korga pasnancs ero mepBblii KpHK, OHAa Kak pa3 NpUHUMala MOJIOYHYHO BaHHY. PaBeHHa
OKYHYJIaCh B MOJIOKO C TOJIOBOM, TaKk YTOOBI 11eJIe0Hast KUIAKOCTh MOKPHIBAJIa U CMsTYalia KaXK bl
CaHTUMETp ee Tena. Ero NmpoH3UTENIbHBIN BOIUIb 3XOM OTAajlCS y Hee B roJIoBE, CIOBHO Opar
Haxoawica ¢ Hel B oHON koMHaTe. OHa M30THYJach, IOUYYBCTBOBAB, KaK OCTpble KOPHH JepeBa
BNMBaIOTCS €l B cnuHy. OXOTHUK JAepkail PaBeHHy 3a IUIeYM Tak K€ KPENKO, KaK OH JeprKaj
®uHHa, ¥ HacaXUBaJl €e Ha JiepeBsiHHbIe MUKU. OHa YyBCTBOBaja, Kak PBYTCS €€ BHYTPEHHOCTH.
bonb pasnupana ee Ha 4acTu U OblIa HACTOJBKO CHIIBHOM, UYTO MalbI(bl HA HOTaX CKPIOYWINCH, a
PYKH CKaIKCh B KyJaKH.

Ona Goponack oTuassHHO. [Ipu3Bana Ha MOMOIIb BCE MOT'YIIECTBO, YTO KOTAA-TO MOJy4Hia OT
Matepu, U nociaiga ero OUHHY, NBITAACh MEepeaTh eMy HEOOXOUMYIO JIJIsl CONPOTUBIICHUS CUTTY.
Korna »1o He cpaborano, oHa nonpoOoBaa 3aKkpeITh €ro paHsl. Ho MpOTKHYBIIKE €ro Telno KOpHU
HE MO3BOJIWIIN €i cienath 3T0. C KakI0i CeKyHI0M oHa ciabena Bce Ooubie. Teno ee mocTaperno.
Bonocer mocenenu. Koxa Ha nuie cMopiuiach 1 00BHCIA.

—Ilpoctu, Opat, — npomenTana PaBeHHa, korna eil moka3anoch, 4TO KPOBOTOYAIIME PaHbI
BOT-BOT YHECYT >KM3HM UX o0oux. HyxHo ObLTO pazopBaTh cBsA3b ¢ OparoM. OHa He Moria 0oJblle
3a Hero 60poThCS.

PaBenna Gapabanuia nanpiiamu, 0OAyMBbIBasl, 4TO Jenath naibine. OHa octanack ogHa. bpat
00JIbIlIe HE CMOKET THAThCS 3a JEBUOHKOM 1Mo TeMHOMY Jiecy, MOMyTHO cpaxkasich ¢ OXOTHHUKOM U
STUMHU OTBPATUTENIbHBIMUA THOMaMU. Eciii 0Ha Mo-TpexHeMy XOYeT NOMy4UuTh cepAle benocHexku,
MpHUAeTCcs J0OBIBATH €r0 CaMOCTOSITENBHO. ..

PaBenna Bcrama. ['yObl ee 3ameBenunuch. OHa MPOU3HOCHIIA MAarM4eckoe 3aKJIMHAHUE,
MpUYEM TaK THXO, YTO Pa3JIMYUTh CJIOBAa OBLJIO MPAKTUYECKHM HEBO3MOXkHO. ClI0Ba MOXOIWIM Ha
rIIyXoe, pUTMUYHOE OOpMOTaHMe. 3a CTEHaMH 3aMKa 3aKpudalld NTUIBI Ha JepeBbsix. C BETKU



clieTena BOPOHA M C IIYMOM Bpe3aliaCh B OKOHHOE CTEKJIO, KOTOPOE TYT K€ MOKPBUIOCH MayTHHON
TPEIIUH.

Uepes mapy CeKyHI JIpyras BOpOHA YCTpeMHJAch C JepeBa BHU3, yJapwiack 00 OKHO U
OCTPBIM KJIFOBOM Tpojieiaja AbIpKYy B cTekie. Eme omHa mTHia, BTopas, TpeThs Opocainch Ha
CTEKJIO, TTOKa OHO HE pasjieTenoch BApede3ru. OCKOJIKH MOCHINATUCh Ha KaMEHHBIN 1moi1. BopoHbl
BOpBaJIKMCh B TPOHHBIN 3ai. [IposeTeB BIOJb CTEH, OHM IUIOTHBIM KOJIBIIOM OKPYXHIU PaBeHHY.
Bce HOBBIE NTHIIBI, OCTaBUB JEPEBbs, BICTAIM B pa3OMTOEC OKHO. BOPOHBI IUIOTHO O0JenmwiIn
PaBeHHy, HaKpBIB €€ KPBUIbSIMH. PyKH €€ MoIHSUIHCH, TOJIoBa 3anpoKuHyaack. Ho eciau KTo-HUOY b
yBHUJIET OBl €€ ceifuac B IIEHTPE ITON UYJOBHIIHONW IPYAbl YEPHBIX NIEPHEB, TO HEMPEMEHHO 3aMETHII
OB, 4YTO OHA yJIbIOaeTCs.
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JleHb MOAXOIMII K KOHILy, U HUKTO HE NMPOU3HOCHI BeiayX uMA ['aca. Onu gonro Openu mo
OECIUIOIHBIM XOJMaM, IMEPECEeKaal MEJIKOBOJHBIC PEKH, TONTAIH 3aCOXIINE LBETHUKH. [ HOMBI
BO3IVIABJISIN IpoLecCHI0, @ OXOTHUK C YWIbAMOM €€ 3aMblkasid. COJHIIE YK€ HAUMHAJIO CaIuThCA,
KOI'Jla OHM NPUOIM3WINCH K MOJHOKHUIO HENPHUCTYIHBIX TOp, 32 KOTOPBIMH JieXkKajla JI0JIMHA, TJe
CTOsUI 3aMOK repuora. MM ocraBaiioch He OoJiee IBYX JIHEH MyTH.

benocuexka nuia 3a Komnem u Jyupom. Ona Operna, ycTaBUBIINMCH ce0€ MOJ HOTH, HE B
CWJIax IOBEpPUTb, YTO Bce 3TO mpasna. llepex ee rmazamm crosno nuno l'aca, yexasiiero Ha
YBSAJIIKUX JIUCThAX. JlpIXaHuE €ro crajo XpUIUIBIM U IPEPHIBUCTBIM, a MOTOM 3amepio. OH
nokepTBoBasl co0oil pagu Hee. Ceifuac, OrJIsIIbIBasACh HAa T€ Tparudeckue COOBITHS, OHA XOTela,
9TOOBI BCE MONLIO mMo-mpyromy. Jlydme Obl crpenma mpoH3wia ee cepaue. [leBymky cHemasno
4yyBCcTBO BHHBI. OHa ragana, o 4eM AyMaroT ocTailbHble. BuHAT 1n Bo BeceM ee? XKanerot sn, 4ro
BCTPETUJIU €€ B JIECY B TOT POKOBOM J€Hb?

benocHe)xxka cMaxHyla cie3bl M IMONBITANACh BBIKUHYTh U3 rojoBbl oOpa3 I'aca. Yepes
MUHYTY OHa 3aMeTuja YWIbAMa, KOTOPBIA JOTHaJ €€ W Tenephb en psagoM. OH ¢ TpeBoroi
CMOTpEJI Ha OJPYTY AETCTBA.

— B uem neno? — cnpocuina benocHexxka. OHa 0osuTach yCIHBIIMIATh OUYEPEAHYI0 HEMPHUSATHYIO
HOBOCTb.

VYunbsam orngnyics Ha OXoTHUKaA. EMy He X0Tenoch, 4TOObI TOT CIIBIIIAT UX PA3roBOP.

— MHe xanb, — npoenTai OH. — MHe O4eHb Kajlb, YTO 51 OpocHI TeOsI.

— To1 HE Opocan, — B35B €ro 3a pyKy, Bo3paszuiia benocHexka.

— Ecnu 651 51 3Ha1, YTO THI )KUBA, S NpULIeN Obl paHbllle, — IOKayal roJoBOM YUIIbiM.

I'nomsl Bomu B sec. Komnb n Jlynp Opocuian cBOM MELIKH Ha 3€MIII0 BO3J€ TPYJIbl KAMHEH.
OcranbHble NOCIEI0BATN UX IMPUMEpPY M NPUHSINCH pa30MBaTh Jlarepb i Houslera. benocHexka,
OCTAHOBUBUINCH Ha JIECHOW OMYIIKe, 3arjisiHyja B Kapue ria3a YuiabsiMma. 3a Bce TOfbl, UTO OHA
npoBesia B 0alllHe, y IEBYILIKHM HU pa3y HE BO3ZHMKIIO JKEJIaHUS yIpeKaTh ero. Y Hee Jake B MBICIIX
Takoro He Obw10. Korja oHa HauMHama CXOAMUTH C yMa OT OAMHOYECTBA, KOTJAa HE MOIJia OoJiblie
BHUJIETh HACEKOMBIX Ha CTEHaxX WJIM CJBIIIATh 3BYKHM B3pPBIBOB 33 BOPOTAMM 3aMKa, OHa Jymalla O
HeM. Tonbko Garosapsi 3TMM BOCIIOMUHAHUSIM OHA U OCTalach KUBA.

— Msb1 Obimn teTbMH, YuibsM. [1aBHOe, 4TO cefiyac Thl 37leCh, — CXKaB €ro pyKy, cKaszajia
JIEBYIIKA.

benocHexka moBepHysIach K THOMaM, KOTOpble COOMPAIN XBOPOCT U CKJIAJbIBAJIM €T0 B Ky4Yy.
OHu ObUIM MOTPYKEHBI B CBOM I€YalbHbIE MBICIH, @ MOTOMY paboTali Moyya, He IS APYT
ApyTy B I71a3a. [leBylika HarpaBuiach K HUM, )KECTOM BeJIeB YUIIbsMY clie[JoBaTh 3a Heil. He Obu10
CMBbICJIa OTJISIIBIBATHCS Ha3a/l, MPOCUTH MPOLIEHHMS 3a MPOILIOE U MPEACTABIATh, KaK BCE MOTJIO ObI
cnoxuthess. Kto Mor 3HaTh, uyTOo Hajo Obulo nenats, a uto Her?! OHa wu3Boamia cels
BOCITIOMHUHAHUSIMH O BYepaitHed OuTBe. A Kakol B ATOM cMbIci? EQWHCTBEHHBIH pe3ynabTaT —
HernepeHocumast 60J1b B Ipyiu.

benocHexka omycTuinach Ha KOJIEHU PSAOM C YHWIbSIMOM M Hayana coOupaTh CyxOdW MOX Ha
pacTonky. be3 JMIIHMX CIIOB OH NpPHUHSUICA €d TOMOraTh, M JIMLO €ro CMIr4uwioch. /leByiika



MOJHSIA TJ1a3a K TeMHelomeMy HeOy. Hax ux romoBamu kpyxkuiau BopoHsl. Jlo Kapmarana uaru
ele JcHb 1y 1Ba. PaBeHHa CKOpo sBUTCS 32 HUMH. OHU JOJKHBI CMOTPETH TOJIBKO BIEPEL.

benocHexxka cuzena Ha Kparo Jarepsi, NPHUCIYIIMBAasACh K Xpamy 3a CHUHOW. ['HOMBI
MOMEHTAJIBHO YCHYINH, 1a U YUibsM ¢ OXOTHUKOM Toe. [Ipolio HECKOJIBKO 4acoB, HO JIEBYLIKA
BCE €llle HE MOIJIa COMKHYTb IJ1a3a, U B AyIlIe IOTUXOHBKY POXKJIAJIOCh HEXOPOILEe MPEeIIyBCTBHE.
Ona ormspena yec Bokpyr Hux. ConHIE yXe MOJHMMAlIOCh Ha TOPU30HTE, OKpalluMBas HeOO
CTpaHHbIM OpPAH)KEBBIM LIBETOM. Y3Haia M PaBeHHa o cmeptu Opara? Cmoria jau OYyBCTBOBATb
ero rubens? benocHexxka cHoBa mogymaina o Pose. Ee im0 mokpsuioch crapyecKMMH MSTHAMU H
MOpIIMHAMH, CllMHa cropouinack. Y PaBeHHBI Obula cuila, KOTOPOH He 00J1afald HUKTO JPYToOM.
CKOJIBKO BpeMeHH MMOHAI00UTCS KOpoJieBe, YTOObI HAWTH bemocHexky?

ITo3anum benocHexku 3amenectenu gucTbid. OHa BBIIpSIMMUIIACH, HAllyllajga BUCEBILMH Ha
I0sICE KMHXaJl, CaJla pyKOsITh, PE3KO MOBEPHYJIACh, BBICTABUB IIEpe] COOOM KIIMHOK, U yBUZAENA
VYuibsMa co CllyTaHHBIMU I10CJIE CHA BOJIOCAMH.

— JT0 BCero Juulb 5, — ckazajl YuiabsiM. OH NOJIHSI PYKH U CTOSUI Tak J10 T€X IOp, MOKa OHa
He onycTuiia KuHxai. — [loiigem co MHOM.

OH moBe ee nmojaajibiie OT Jareps, 4To061 OXOTHUK HE CMOT UX ycablmark. OH 1miel, MbITasch
Ha XOJly IPUIJIAJAUTh B3bEPOLLIECHHbBIE BOIOCHI.

Onu 3anumy B vaimy, rie ObUTH COBEPIIEHHO OHH. VX OKpY)Kajau TOJIBKO MOTHHUMABIIHECS K
HeOy cepeOpucTbie Oepe3bl. 3emils OblIa cllerka MPUIOPOILIeHa CHETOM.

—31ech, HaBepXy, CIOBHO HHUYEr0 M HE H3MEHWJIOCh. MHp MO-NpeXHEMY IpPEKpaceH, —
nokauasa royioBoil benocuexka. Ee ycnokauBano npucyrctue Yunbsama. OHa omrymiana ce0st He
TaKOW OJUHOKOM.

— Tak 6yzer Bcerga. Korja Tl cTaHens KOposiaeBoi, — oo0era oH.

JleByiika moBepHyjach K HeMy B HepoymeHuu. [louemy oH Tak roBoput? [louemy Bce Tak
YBEpEHBI, YTO OHU CMOT'YT pa3outh apmuto PaBeHHbl? Pa3Be oHM He 3HAIOT O €€ KOJJOBCKOM cuie?

— JKurenu xoposieBcTBa HeHaBUAAT PaBeHHY, — 00BACHUI YUIIbSM.

benocHexxka mnoxana miaeyamu. OHa BCHOMHMIIA, Kak PaBeHHa B JieHb CBOEW CBa/bOBI
CKazajia, OyJITO OHU CBSI3aHbI IPYT C JPYTOM.

— CtpanHo, — 3aMeTHIa benocHekKa, — HO sl UCIIBITBIBAIO K HEW XKaJIOCTh.

VYunbsM yAUBIEHHO CKIOHUII FOJIOBY HAOOK:

— CTouT MI0JAM y3HaTh, YTO ThI )KMBA, U OHU MIOJHUMYTCSI HA TBOKO 3alIUTY. ThI JOUb KOPOJIS
1 3aKOHHAas HaclIeHUIIA.

— Kak s 310 cnenaro? Kak s cMOry BAOXHOBUTH UX? — HEJOBEPUUBO cripocuiia benocHexka. —
Kak s moBeny 3a co0oit roaeit?

N3-3a Hee ymep I'ac. Benap 310 oHa mompocusia rHoMoB oTBectu ee B Kapmaran. Kak ona
BO3bMET Ha ce0sl OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 32 UYKUE )KU3HU, €CIIU YXKe OJHY HE cyMena coepeyn?

—TouHo Tak ke, Kak Thl BejJa 3a coOOl MeHs, KOrja Mbl ObUIM JETHbMH, — NPHUCTAIBHO
IIOCMOTPEB Ha Hee, YNbIOHY/CS YuibsaM. — S cinemoBan 3a ToOOH MOBCioAy, Oexasl Mo MepBOMY
TBOEMY 30BY. Sl ObLJI TOTOB caenaTh Ui TeOs Bce-Bce-Bee.

benocHexka oTBepHyach, IOYYBCTBOBAB, YTO KPACHEET:

— A y MeHs ipyrue BoclioMHHaHus. — He oHa M mosiesna 3a HUM B TOT JIeHb Ha s1610HI0? OH
MOCTOSIHHO JIpa3HWJI €e, 3acTaBiisil ObicTpee OeraTb, ceToBajl Ha TO, YTO OHAa JIEBYOHKA, a HE
Maspumika. OH HyXJaJcs B TOBApHILE, C KOTOPHIM MOXHO ObUIO Obl KHAAThCS KaMHIMHU U
TOHSTBCS IO IBOPY 3aMKa. — S| IOMHIO, YTO MBI IOCTOSIHHO criopuiu. U ccopumnuce. U...

Omna cobupanach IpOAOIKUTH, HO 3amoirdaia. OH HampsKEHHO CMOTpEN Ha Hee, a rias3a ero
’aJIHO MCKaJIU B €€ JIULE YTO-TO TaKO€e, Yero He MOTJIM HAWTH.

YunpsM CKJIOHWJCS K HEH, W OHa IOYYyBCTBOBaJa Ha CBOEH KOxe ero napixanue. OH
YIIBIOHYJICS, ¥ IIEKH ero BCObIXHYIH. Ero ry6sl okazanuch coBceM psgoM. Ho TyT oH BbITammi u3
KapMaHa 4To-TO Kpyrioe. benocHexxka omycTuia rias3a u yBujaena si6goko. Ha kpacHol koxype He
ObLIO HU MATHBIMIKA. Y WIbSM MOJHSUIT 0JI0KO MOBBIIIE U HACMENUINBO YXMbBUIbHYIICS.

— 5] 3Ha10 3TOT TPIOK, — paccMesiack bernocHekka, BCHOMHUB, KaK OH pa3bIrpall €€ 1eCATh JIET



Hazaj.
— Kakoii Tprok? — yAuBICHHO CIIPOCHI YHIIbSIM U MTOHEC i sI0JI0KO, CIIOBHO UCKYIIIas €e.
benocuexka ynsiOHynace. [locie Bcex 3Tux JieT oH moMHUI. MHTEpecHo, Tymal Jid OH O Hel

TaK e 4acTo, Kak oHa 0 HeM? MoOeT, JeTCKHe BOCIOMUHAHUS B KAKOM-TO CMBICJIE TOXE ITOMOTJIN

eMy BbDKUTH. OHa BhIXBAaTWJIA SIOJIOKO M3 €ro PyKH M, HE JIaB €My OIIOMHHUTHCS, BOH3UJIA 3yObl B

cnenbld m101. POT ee HanoJHUICS CIIaIKUM COKOM.

I'maza Yunesama cyzunucek. UTo-TO cTpaHHOE MOSBWIOCH B €ro yiblOke. CHauyana oH mpocTo
Ha0It0/1a71, KaK OHa OTKYCBIBAET U XKYET sI0JI0KO, a KOr/1a OT sI0JI0Ka OCTalCs TOJIBKO OIPBI30K, TUKO
3ax0XxO0Tall. J[eByIika MO4yBCTBOBAJIA OCTPYIO 00yib B Tpymu. C HE TBOPHIOCH HEUTO YXKAaCHOE.
OHa crasia XxBaTaTh PTOM BO31yX, @ YWIbSIM MPOAOKAI CMOTPETh, CMOTPETh Ha HEE B yHOp, U
JIMIIO eTo Ka3aJoch eie 0oyiee 3HaKOMBIM, YeM paHblle. berocHexka 3amaTanach U ynana Ha CHeT.

Unensl ee oHemenu. OHa MoOJHsIIA I1a3a K HEOy, MbITAsCh MOLIEBENUTD MajbllaMu pyk. Bee
obuto Oecrione3no. Temo ee Oynro Hamuiaock cBuHIOM. OHa Jake MopraTh He Morna. Han Heit
CKJIOHWJIOCh JIMLO YuibesiMa. Bosocel maganu eMmy Ha rija3a, FOPEBIIME OCIEHUTEIbHBIM CUHUM
ceeToM. M Tonpko ceiiuac bemocHexka moragasach, 4YTO 3TO He YWibIM. DTo OblIa oHa. PaBenna
BCE K€ OThICKAJIA €€.

—Bor Tak-to, nutsa Moe, — ckazana PaBenna. Yepthl YuibAMma pPE3KO H3MEHWIUCH.
benocHexka y3Hana mojHbIe T'yObl, KOTOPHIMH TaK BOCXHUIIAach B JETCTBE, M MaJICHbKHIA,
M3SIIHBIA HOC. — TONBKO OaropojHas KpoBb MOXET 3TO ClelaTh, U TOJbKO OJlaropojaHasi KpOBb
MOJKET 3TO Pa3pylIUTh. TONBKO Tl CIOCOOHA Pa3pyLINTh 3aKJIATHE U OTHITH MO0 *HU3Hb. HO B TO
K€ BpPEMS ThI, U TOJIBKO ThI, CO CBOEH YUCTOTOM M HEBUHHOCTBIO, CIIOCOOHA MEHS CIIacTH.

benocuexky ormyman cryk cobctBeHHoro cepaua. Oxexnaa PaBennsl crana uepHoi. OHa

ObLTa 3aKyTaHa B YEPHBIN IUTAI] U3 BOPOHBUX MEPHEB C OOJBITNM BOPOTHUKOM, IMTOAYCPKHBABIIHM

BbICOKHE CKYJbl. OHa BBITALLIMIIA U3-TIOJ1 TJIAIllA YKPAIICHHBIA JPAroleHHbIMU KaMHSIMUA KHHKaJl U

MIPOBEJIa OCTPUEM IO TPYIU BeloCHEKKM B TOM MeCTe, T/I€ HaxoauTces cepaie. JeByiika oTKphlia

pOT, 4TOOBI 3aKpUYaTh, HO HE CMOIJIA U3/1aTh HU 3BYKa.

PaBenna HakoHWIACH U MpUXKaIach Tydamu K yXy bemocHexku.

— Tol He momO3peBaeb, kak Tede moBe3nno. Thl HUKOTAA He y3HAaelllb, 4YTO TaKOe CTapOCTh.

BnezanHo coBceM psAOM MOCTBIIIAICS CKPUIl CHEra MOJ YbMMHU-TO Inaramu. PaBeHHa,
HACTOPOKUBIIHUCH, MOJHsUIA T1a3a. OHa yxke 3aHecna Haj bernocHexkoil KHHKaji, 4TOObI BOH3UTH
ero e B Tpyab, HO HEOXXUJAHHO Hcue3na. PacTBopuiack B BO3ayXe, NMPEBPATHBIINCH B CTalO
BOpoHbs. Heb6o Hax ronoBoii benocHexxku nmouepHeno. UepHble NTUIIBI KPY:KUIU HaJ ee TenoM. Ha
3eMIII0 TaJIalid Tephsi, 00arpeHHbIe KpOBbIO. bernocHekka yBuena, Kak OKPOBABJIECHHBIE TOMOPHI
OXOTHHKA KpOMCAIOT YEPHYIO MACCY.

[MosiBuiics Yunbsim. OH pyOMII BOPOH MEYOM, M JOXJIBIE MITHIIHI TTAJaJId BOKPYT beloCHEXKH.
Ha xpuku Dpuka u Yunbsima cOexanuch THOMbI. OHU JPYXKHO OpOCHIMCH UCTPEONSITH MTUIl U
YCIOKOWJIMCh, TOJIBKO KOTJIa HE OCTajoCch HHU OJHOM MEp3KOW TBapu. 3peHUE IEBYIIKH
3aTYMaHMWJIOCh, €€ BekM 3arpenetand. OHa clplllajia, YTO THOMBI 30BYT €€, OJHAaKO Tojoca
JIOHOCUJTUCH OYyJITO M3/aJIeKa, a CJIOBA CJIMBAIUCH B HETIOHSATHBIN HU3KUH TYII.

YuneaMm onycTuiics Ha KoJieHU Bozle benocHexxku. OH NPUMNOIHAN €€ ToJIOBY, HO OHa HE
MMOYYBCTBOBAJIA MPUKOCHOBEHMUSI €T0 MasiblieB. ['yObI €ro meBenuanch, HO U3 HUX HE BBUICTAJIO HU
3ByKa. J[eBylllka cMoTpena Ha MO YWIbsiMa U BUENA, KaK TOPE UCKAXKAET €ro YepPThI.

On nomnenosan ee. Ho oHa He MOYyBCTBOBaIa MPUKOCHOBEHHS €ro ry0. OH CIOBHO IETOBaT
KOT'0-TO JPYroro, a OHa HaOJojAana 3a MPOUCXOISAIINM CO CTOPOHBI. YWIIbSIM OTCTPaHHUICS, €ro
ryObl IBUTAINCH, IPOU3HOCS €€ UM, a TTIOTOM OH CHOBa MpHXaJcs rydamu K ee ryoam. Ho Huuero
HE CIy4YUJIOCh.

OnHa moKHHYyJIa MHP TakK ke OBICTPO, KaK U MpHIlIa B Hero. CBET MOMEPK NEPE]] €€ TIa3aMu.
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OpHUK CTOsUI Yy BXOJa B XOJOAHBIA ckiien ¢ ¢usiroit B pykax. Kak crpaHHO ObUIO BUIETH
JIEBYIIKY TaKOW MOJIYaJMBOW M HEMOABM)KHOM, CO CIIOKEHHBIMH Ha rpyau pykamu. OHa OyATo



MpUJIeTyIa OTAOXHYTh Ha KAMEHHYIO TUTUTY, PEIIrB KaK celyeT B3ApeMHYTh BeuepkoM. Eciu Obl He
0JIeIHOE JIMIIO U XOJIOAHbIE TOCHHEBIINE TYObl, OH HY 3a YTO HE J0rajaycs Obl, YTO OHA MEPTBA.

B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OH JJOCTaBHJI €€ B KPETOCTb, BHIMOJIHUB O0CIIaHNe MPAaKTHYECKU HA3JI0 cede
camoMy. benocHexxka Bce-Taku JoOpanack 10 3aMKa reprora. XoTs OH Jlaxe IpeACTaBUTh cede He
MOT, YTO IOMNAaJET B 3aMOK IIPH TaKUX BOT 0OCTOATENbCTBaX. OHM IPOHECIM €€ TEJIO Yepe3 BCe
CHEXHbIE 3aHOCBl W mnepenanu repuory. CplH reprora YwibsiM pacckaszal oOTIy, Kak Bce
npousonuio. PaBenna 3a0pana xu3Hb benocHexku. OHa KakuUM-TO 00pa3oM yXUTpUIAch
IPOHUKHYTh TOW HOYBIO B Jlarepb, IJ€ OHM cCHalIM, W yOuna [eByIIKY. A OHH 3aMeTWIU
IIPUCYTCTBUE BEIBMBI CIUIIKOM I1O3IHO.

OpuK clenan euie OAMH IJIOTOK Ipora, HaclaXJasCh NMPUBBIYHBIM XXKEHHEM B ropie. OH
BU/JIEN OYEpEb U3 )KUTEJIEN OKPECTHBIX IEPEBEHB B 3aMOK Iepliora. Bce oHM NpuIuid IPOCTUTHCS C
benocuexkoi. Marepu nipuBenu nereil. I[lpuHieccy, KOTOpyHO OHM CUUTAIM MEPTBOM, OTHSUIM Y
HUX ellle pa3. B3pocible MyX4MHBI OAXOIMWIM CO clie3aMM Ha Tia3ax. [IpexyoHsuin kojeHa y ee
TeJa ¥ YUTAJIU MOJIUTBBL. JleBylllka OYeHb MHOI'O 3Ha4Mja JUId 3TUX JitoJed. OXOTHHUK MOHSII 3TO,
YBHUJIEB, KaK TSDKEJIO OHU NEPEXKUBAIOT yTpary. OHU He ObUIM 3HAKOMBI C KOPOJIEBCKOM J104EPBIO, HE
BUJIENIM, KaK OHAa yJbpl0asiach WINM KAaK THEBHO 3aropajluch ee IJla3a, Korjga KTo-TO MMeJ HarjocTh
OpocuTh eii BbI30B. TeM He MeHee ee CMepTh JIMIIIIIA UX TTOCISAHEN HaIeKIbI.

I'epuor ckaszan cblHY, 4TO OHM He OyayT MCTUTh. He cTaHyT OOBSABIATH BOIHY, YTOOBI
oTuiatuTh PaBenne 3a rubens benocuexku. OH moBen cedst Kak TPYyC, KAKOBBIM DPUK BCET/Ia €ro
cuntasl. CKOJIBKO elle JoJeH T0KHO yMEpeTh OT PyKH KOpOJIEBbI, YTOObI OH Hayaj JeicTBOBaTh?
Kakoii Tosik OT apMuu, ycTh ¥ MaJI€HbKOMW, €CJIM OHA HE BOKOET?

OpuK NpUOIM3MICS K AEBYIIKE U XJIeOHYT U3 (PIsAry, moxaieB, YTO aJIKOrOJIb HE MOXET 10
KOHIIA IPUTYTIUTh €r0 4yBCTBA.

— BoT TbI ¥ 311€CH, — IPOU3HEC OH, U TOJIOC €0 T'YJIKO pa3Heccs M0 XOJI0JHOMY cKJieny. — Tawm,
r7ie Bce KoHuaercs. Pazozeras B myx M npax.

OXOTHHK CTOSUT HaJl AEBYILKOH, MM Ha ee OKO4YeHeBLIMe mnanblibl. OH HE MOI 3TOro
BbiHECTH. Tak sxe Beirsigena u Capa. [lepen Hum nexxana mycrast 0001049Ka.

B Ty pokoByro HOYb, 3achlmas, OH BUAENT psjaoM ¢ coboil bemocHexky. OHa cupena,
MPUCIOHUBIINCH K KaMHIO, B TIIyOOKOW 3aJyMUMBOCTH M TaJbIlaMH pacyechiBala CIyTaHHBIC
Bosiocel. OH CMOTpEN Ha Hee 10 TeX MOp, II0Ka COH HE CMOPHII €T0.

Kak on mor He ycnbimuare maroB PaBennsi?! [loueMy oHa cHauyana He B3sJIach 3a HETO,
4eJIoBeKa, yOUBIIero ee Opata? DpuUK HEHaBUEN cedsl 3a TO, YTO MO3BOJIMI ITOMY NMpou30iTH. OH
B3/IPOTHYJI U MPOCHYJICS, MOYYBCTBOBAB 4TO-TO HesnagHoe. M Tyt ke Opocuiicsa B yec. MUHOBaB
cepeOpucTbie Oepes3bl, OH YBUAEN CKIOHMBIIYyIocs HaJ benochexkoill Pasenny. Ho He ycmen oH
YIapUTh €€ TOMOPOM, KaK OHa MPEeBpPaTHIIach B CTal0 BOPOHDSI.

— Ts1 mpocTo cnuib, — B OTYAasHUM NPOU3HEC OH, CIENAB OYEPENHOM IIOTOK. — Celuac Tl
MIPOCHENIbCSI, YTOOBI CHOBA HayaTh MEHS JOHUMaTh. Tak Beab?

OH noTsHYJICA K HEN U 3aMep B HepeluTesbHOCTH. ViMeeT i oH npaBo Tporats ee? 1 Bce xe
OH MEJUIEHHO OMYCTHJI PYyKYy U OLIYTHJI XoJsiof ee Tena. OH moTporajg pykaB pacUIMTOro Oucepom
pPO30BOro miaThsi, B KoTopoe oOmaumnu benocHexxky. CaMIIKOM BBIYYPHOE, CIUIIKOM MHOTO
000poK. OXOTHHK ObLT TOYEMY-TO YBEPEH, UTO MOJA00HBIN Hapsl HE MOT TIOHPABUTHCA JEBYIIKE.

OpuK TsKeno CriaoTHyl. M el TouHo He MoHpaBWIIOCH Obl, eciii Obl OH NIpeBpaTwics B
MOJIHYIO pa3Ma3HIo U3-3a Bcero aToro. M3-3a nee.

— To1 3aciyxuBana Jydlero, — TUXO CKa3all OH, BIJISABIBAsACH B €€ JIMLO. UepHbIe BOJIOCHI
benocuexku Obutn 3aBUTHL. KTO-TO BCTaBMII €if 3a yXo po3y, KOTOpasi Tenepb MEJICHHO yBsiaja. —
Ona Obuta moeil xeHoil. — OH roBopuia Tak, ciI0BHO bemocHexkka Obuta xuBa. CroBa mocie
BBIIMUTOTO JJABAIKCH TOPa3o Jierdye. — ITO TBOM BOMPOC, HA KOTOPBIN g HE OTBETWI. 3Basiu ee Capa.
BepuyBimcek ¢ BOWHBI, S IpUHEC ¢ COOON 3amax CMEpTU U SPOCTh MopakeHus. Sl He CTomi Toro,
9TOOBI MEHsI CIlacaji, HO OHa pelInia mo-apyromy. S mobun ee Gosbie Bcero U OONbIIe BCeX Ha
9TOM cBeTe. Sl oCTaBWII €€ OHY, U OHA MCYE3JIa HAaBEKU, — OIIYCTUJI I'OJIOBY JDpHK. — S cHOBa cTai
camuM coboil. I mHe Obl1Oo coBepiieHHO Ha ceOst HarieBaTh. [loka s He BcrpeTmsn TeOs. Tol
HarloMHWIa MHe o Heil. O ee oTBare, o ee goOpote. U Teneph Thl ToXXe yluia. — DpUK 3arHyJICs,



MIOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK KOM BCTaeT B ropie. — Bol 00e 3acmyxuBanu myumero. M MHe xanb, 4To 5
moaBen M TeOs Toxke. — [opsimmii daken oTOpackiBal TEIUIBIA CBET Ha JIMIIO MPUHIIECCHI. DPUK
yOpaut mpsiib Bosioc y Hee co jiba. — Temeps Thl OyIeIb KOPOJIEBOI Ha HeOecax.

OH HaKJIOHWICS M TpWXKalcs rydamMu K ee rydaM, Bcero Ha cekyHuy. llomenyit mpuHec
yMUpOTBOpeHHe ero nyme. OH oTBepHyncs u Opocwn ¢usary Ha nos. [la, OH OmsATh Ha4yal MUTh,
XOTsI 3HAJI, YTO OHA ITOTO TOXKE HE 0J100pHIa OB

OXOTHHK MOKHHYII KaMeHHbIN ckien. OH HU pa3zy He o0epHyJcs. A eciau Obl OH IOCMOTpPEN
Ha Hee eIle pa3, TO, BEPOSITHO, 3aMETHJI Obl, KaK TPETEUIyT €€ PECHUIIBI U PO30BEIOT MIeKH. [ yObI
benocHexxku cnerka npuoTkpeUiichk. OHa caenana nepBblid BIOX, U 3BYK €€ JbIXaHUS PacTBOPUIICS
0] CBOJIJAMH THTAaHTCKOM TPOOHUIIBI.
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OpHUK TMoJOIIeT K BOpPOTaM C BOCXOJOM cojHIA. ['onoBa mocie ByepalrHedl HOYH
packanbiBanack. [IpuBbrunas 6onb. Bee kak panbiie. [1IBbI Ha paHax 3y/eu.

— OTkpoiiTe BOpoTa! — OTBEPHYBIINCH, YTOOBI €0 HE Yy3HAIHU, KPUKHYI OH YacCOBBIM
HaBepxy. — OTkpoiiTe BopoTa! — 3a0paji OH CHOBa, OJTHAKO O€3pe3yIbTaTHO.

DOpUK TOJHSI rojioBy. YacoBble CMOTpENd MHUMO HEro Ha TPOIly, BEIYIIYI0 OT 3aMKa K
KpPENOCTHOH cTeHe. DpukK o0epHyics. Ero 1oroHsi oHoma, TaluBIINNG KaKOH-TO MEIIOK.

— OXOTHHUK! — OKJIMKHYJI €r0 FOHOIIA.

Opuk ycraBuics cedbe mon Horu. Benp oH Obul Tak ocropokeH. Crapaics XOOuTh C
OIYIICHHON TOJIOBOM, 4YTOOBI BOJOCHI MaJald Ha JIMIO. Y3HAaTh €ro ObUIO MPaKTUYECKU
HEBO3MOXHO. OH 1poObLI 3/1eCh MEHbIIIE ABEHAALATH YacoB. Kak ke OHU 10rajanuch, 4To 3TO OH?

IOnoma nopomen k OxotHuky. [lapeHs Obul onleT B Oellyl0 JILHSAHYIO PYOAalllKy W YHCTHIE
mTanbl. YepHbie BOJIOCH 3auecanbl HaOoK. Kaxkercs, ero 3Banu [lepcu. Onun u3 nucapeit repiora.

— Jla, 51 y3Han te0s1, — cMymieHHo kuBHyn [lepen.

OpHK B3/I0XHYJI U, CJIOBHO 3alllMIIASICh, BHITSIHYJ PYKU BIEPE.

— Caymiaii, eciu Thl XOUellb. ..

— Y Hac HeT K Te0e MpeTeH3ui, — cka3ai oHoa. — bosbie Het. Thl BEpHY HaM MPUHIIECCY.
3a aTo0...

IOnoma cynyn memok B pyku Opuka. U Tonpko Tormaa OXOTHUK TOHSII, 4TO B Memike. OH He
MIpeIIoiaral, 4To 30JI0TbIe MOHETHI MOTYT ObITh TAKUMU TSAKEIbIMH. MBICIIEHHO OH Y€ TMOTPaTHI
JIeHbIU: Ha JOMUK B JIEpEBHE 3a MpejesiaMyu KOPOJIEeBCTBA U Ha KOHS, KOTOPBIN JOBE3ET €ro Ty/a.
ITpobupasicy uepe3 TemHbll Jiec mociae BcTpeun ¢ benocHeXKoM, OH Jymall O TOM, Kak KYIMUT TpU
HOBBIX TONOpa, MOJOUTYI0 MEXOM 3UMMHIOI KYpTKY M caloru U3 BOJOBbeM Koxku. OH maxe
COCYHTAJI, CKOJIBKO OYTBUIOK I'pora CMOXKET KYNHTb JMIIb Ha OJHY MOHETY, a BCETO MOHET ObLIO
JIBECTH TPUALATH TPHU.

Ho Teneps, monmyuuB JeHbru, oH Oojblle MX He xored. Kakoil mpok B 3omote, eciu
benocuexka mepTea?!

— 3abepu cBOE 30JI0TO, — CKa3aJl OH, BEPHYB MOCIAHILy MELIOK, U MOIIEeN JallblIIe.

Ho He ycrnien oH crienath M HECKOJIBKMX IIAroB, KaK U3 3aMKa HEO0XKUJIAHHO JIOHECCS TPOMKHI
mryM. [locaplmanucey pagocTHBIE BO3MIIACH! U MPUBETCTBUSA. JPHUK MOCMOTPEN Ha IOHOIIY, MBITAACh
MOHSTh, YTO CTPSCIOCH, HO [lepcu Tonbko moxan rieyaMu. 3a KAMEHHBIMU CTE€HAMU 3aMKa SIBHO
YTO-TO MPOUCXOAWT0. OXOTHHUK IMOCTENIMI 0OpaTHO, OH YyBCTBOBAI: CIYYMJIOCh HEUTO BAaXKHOE.
Kpuku nukoBanus ctanu eie rpoMue, 1 IpuK NprUOaBUII mIary.

benocHexka crosyla Ha BepXHEW CTYyNEHbKE JIECTHUIIBI, paccMaTpuBasl ABOp 3aMKa. Jlroau
replrora yCTaHOBWJIM TaM MajlaTKH M3 rpyOoro XoJjcTa i OEXEHIIEB CO BCEro KOpOJEBCTBA.
bexxeHnpl rpenuch BO3NE KOCTPOB WM CTOsUIM B odepedu 3a cynmoM. Myup u Kyspt cunenu,
HaKWHYB Ha IJIEYH Ofiesiyia, BO3JIe MOTPEMaHHON NalaTKU U THXOHBKO Oece10Balu.

Omna ounynach BHe3anHo. CinoBa OXOTHHKA 3XOM 3By4alld MOJI CBOJIaMU KaMEHHOTO CKJIeNa.
Psnom c ee rpobom ropenu ¢akensl. CTeHbl ObUIM MOKPBITBI TOHKMM ciioeM Komotu. OHa



[IOYYBCTBOBAJIa 3alax IUIECEHH, yCIblllana, Kak ¢ IMOTOJIKAa KalaeT BoAa. JTOT 3BYK IOMOTrajl e
OTCUMTHIBATh MUHYTBI, U YEPE3 YAC K HOTaM BEPHYJIACh UYBCTBUTEIBHOCTb.

Teno ee eme ocraBagoch HEMOABHKHBIM, HO YM YK€ CHOBA ObLI )KUBBIM U SICHBIM. MeJIEHHO
npuxonas B cebs, benocHexxka aymana numbs o PaBenne. KongyHnes npuxkanach rydamu K yxy
benocuexxku. «Thl €IMHCTBEHHOE CYIIECTBO, CIIOCOOHOE pPAa3pyHIMTh 3aKIATHE M OTHATH MO0
KU3Hb, — CKa3aja OHAa.— Thl €IMHCTBEHHOE CYLIECTBO». JleBylllKa MOYYyBCTBOBAjJa, YTO MOKET
Aplath. Pyky mocTeneHHO CTaHOBWIMCH Terulee. Bce crano npenenbHo sicHO. BoT 4To Hy»KHO
NeNaTh.

Omna MeIeHHO TolIa 1o cTyneHbkaM BHU3. [lepBbim ee yBuaen Kyspt. OH 1mienHysn HOBOCTb
Myupy, a TOT mepenan ee OcTalbHbIM THoMaM. OHM BBICKOYWJIM W3 MAajJaTKU U BO BCE TJasza
YCTaBUIIUCH HA beloCHEXKKY.

— Oto uyno! — kpukHyn beiT, ykas3biBass Ha JEBYIIKY, KOTOpas YK€ ycIiella CIyCTUTHCS BO
JBOD.

Yunbsam u repror XaMMOHJ CMOTpeNId Ha Hee B OiaroroBeiiHoM ykace. JKeHIIWHBI U J1eTH
BbIOEKATM W3 MAJATOK M CTOJIIINCH Y MOJHOXHUS JICCTHUIBL. YWIBSIM TaK U OCTAJICS CTOSTH C
OTKPBITBIM PTOM.

— Bame BbICOYECTBO... — IPOU3HEC I'€PLOT, B35J1 PyKH BEellOCHEKKH B CBOM U 3arjIsiHYJ €d B
rnaza. OH okazajcsi ropa3zo cTapiie, 4eM oHa ce0e mpejacTaBisiia. Bomocsl ero coBceM mocenenu,
JIMIO U3PBUIN MOPIIMHBI, FOJIbl CrOPOUIIN CIIMHY. — MBI CUMTAu Bac. ..

VYunpaM marayn BIepes U MOJIOKWI PYKY €l Ha IJIed0, CJIOBHO Kenas yJOCTOBEPUTHCS B €€
peasibHOCTH. benocHexxka nokaydasna roioBoi. OHa HE MOrja cKas3aTb, YTO MMEHHO BEPHYJIO €€ K
xu3Hu. [lepen mpoOyxaeHreM OHa HHYEro He Ciblllajia U HU4ero He yyBcTBoBajia. [locnennee ee
BOCIIOMMHAHHE — KpYyXKalllMe HaJ TOJOBOM YEpHbIE BOPOHBI M CBEpKAIOLIEE JIE3BHE TOIOPA,
Pa3roHsSOIIEr0 NTUYBIO0 cTaro. JleByllika 3Hama TOJBKO TO, YTO OHA KMBA, U MOMHUJA, YTO €H
IIPEACTOUT CHENATD.

— Her, munopa, — THX0 BO3pa3uiia OHa.

Bce B3rsap1 ObUTM IPUKOBAHEI K HEW. Baaneke, Bo3je KpallHUX NaJlaTOK, cTosuT OXOTHUK U
HEZOBEpUYMBO Kayas rojoBoi. OH mojomien modauke, OHa OTYETIMBO BHJENA €ro MOTPSICEHHOE
JIULO.

I'eprior XaMMOH[ OKa3aJl Ha IEPEBIHHOE KPECIIO:

— BbI TO7>KHBI OTIOXHYTh. . .

— 51 ¥ TaKk 10CTAaTOYHO AOJTO OT/AbIXaJla, — OTBETHJIA OHA.

HeBymka orisaena coOpaBmmxcst grofed. Kakas-To skeHIuHa IUiakajia. 3akpbIB JIUIIO
pyKaMu, OHa paccKa3biBajia JETsIM O TOM, Kak benocHexka BepHyIach K KU3HU.

— Yyno, — menraim Bce BOKPYT, U 3TO CJIOBO BUTAJIO B BO3/IyX€E.

— 5 Oyay psaoM c BaMH BO BpeMsi OMTBBI, KOTJa Bbl BCTPETHTECH JHUIIOM K JHUIly C
KOpOJIEBOH, — CKa3asia beocHekKa 1 3arjisHyiia B cephle Iia3a repuora.

Yunbsam notynuics. I'epor cTosi, CMyIIEHHO YCTaBUBIINCH HA PYKH BelloCHEKKH, KOTOpbIE
YIOPHO MPOJOJIXKAJI AepXKaTh, U Ha JIULE €r0 YNTAIOCh IBHOE OECIIOKONCTBO.

— Hu Ha kakyto OMTBY MBI He MoiijeM, Baile BbicoyecTBO. Camoe Jydlee, YTO Bbl MOXKETe
C/IeNaTh /ISl CBOUX MOJIAHHBIX, — 3TO YKPBITHCS 32 CTEHAMH KPEMOCTH.

benocHexxka Opocuiia B3IJIsii HAa CTOSIBIIMX 32 €r0 CIUHOW M3MOXJEHHbIX neTeil. OHu
CMOTpENId Ha HEe MOJHBIMU OTYasHUSA, MedalbHbIMM TiazamMu. OHa yke BHETa Takue IJiaza B
JIEpEeBHE, T1e Kuia AHHA.

— S Toxe Tak mymana, korja cOexana. Ho moroM moHsiia, 9To MHE HE OyJeT MOKOsl, TTOKa
KpPYrOM CTOJIBKO I'Opsl M CTpa/laHui.

— KoponeBa Heys3BuUMa, — CKaB €€ pyKH, TPOMKO IIpou3Hec repuor. CTosBIINe BOKPYT HETO
COJIJIaThI APYXKHO 3aKkuBajiu. — Ee Henb3s youts. M moOeauTs HEBO3ZMOXKHO.

BcnomuuB cioBa PaBeHHBI, benocHexka IMOBEpHyJach K TIe€HEpajlaM, CTOJIIMBIIMMCS 3a
CIIMHOM repLora.

— 51 mory nobenuTts ee. S, u ToabKko s. OHa cama MHE 3TO cCKa3ala.

U, orctpanuB reprora, bemocHekka HampaBHlIach K TallaTKaM, 4YTOOBI OOpaTUTBCS K



coOpaBmmMcst Tam Oexenram. Conmarel HaOMIOJAIN 32 HEH, MOYTUTENHHO CHSB IIJIEMBL. [ HOMBI
MPYKUMAJH UMb K TPYIH.

—MHe ckaszanu, s TpPEACTaBIsAI0 BceX Bac! — kpukHyna bemocHexxka. Ona 0e3 Tpyna
HaxoJWjia HyXHbIE cjoBa. ['oBopmia ciokoiHO U yoemutenbHOo. OHA HUKOI/IA €llle HU B YeM He
Obula Tak yBepeHa. — MHe cKasajiu, MOe JeJI0 — OTCH)KMBAThCS 32 STUMH CTEHAMH U HE JIe3Th B
Ipaky. A BOT s Iymaro mo-apyromy. — OHa mocMoTpena Ha Mywupa, KOTOpPbI MOAHSAI Ha Hee
HE3psiuue TIJlaza, U NpoNOuKuia: — S cuMTar KM3Hb CBSIIEHHOH, OCOOCHHO MOCTE TOTrO, Kak
BBIpBajiach Ha cBoOoay. Ho s motepsina ctpax cmeptu. Ecniu PaBenHa siBUTCS 3a MHOM, s IOMY e
HaBCTpedy. A e€CJM He SBUTCS, BCE paBHO Moiiny. M ecnu MHE BBINAZET TaKoil kxpeOuii, TO Cpaxkych
c Hell onuH Ha onuH.— JleBylIka MOBepHYJach K TIeHepajaM, CTOSBIIMM BO3JIe OTPOMHOMN
nanatku. — Ho eciu Bbl MPUCOEAMHUTECH KO MHE, 51 C PaJOCThIO0 OTJaM 3a Bac Ku3Hb. Benp Haa
3eMJIsl ¥ Halll HapoJ YK€ JOCTaTOUYHO HACTPalajlkCh.

Ceppalie MOJIOTOM CTy4aso y Hee B rpyau. OHa cTosiia nepes JKUTeNIsIMU KOPOJIEBCTBA C TOPJ0
MOJIHATOM TOJIOBOM, CTPACTHO eJjas MOJIyYUTh UX MOAJNep:kKy. I'epror XoMMOHJ BHHUMATEILHO
CMOTpEI Ha MPEKPACHYI0 YEPHOBOJIOCYIO AEBYIIKY B OJeIHO-PO30BOM morpedanbHoM Hapsiae. Ona
TEpHeNnBO XKala, MPUCIYIINBAsACh K JOHOCUBIIMMCS M3alleka NTHYbUM KpHukaMm. bernocHexka He
ObUTa yBepeHa, TOWIYT JH 3a HeW jroau. Bo3MOkHO, eil mpuuercs cpaxkarthcsi ¢ PaBeHHOU B
OJIMHOUYKY. ['epIor MOYTHUTENbHO CKIOHHIJ TOJIOBY. YBHJEB 3TO, YWIBSM MNPEKIOHUI KOJEHO.
Poijapu u reHepaiisl ocie0Baiu ero npumepy.

benocuexka moiimana B3rmsin OxoTHuKa. [7ma3a ero ObUTM HaAMoOJNHEHBI HEKHOCTHIO. OH
YIBIOHYJICS U HU3KO €H TMOKIOHWICA. ' HOMBI MocieoBalii ero mpuMepy. Bekope m ocranbHbIe
BCTaJIM Ha KOJICHU B 3HAK YBa)KEHUs K KOpOJIEBCKOM nouepu. Kak korma-to u ee orel, oHa Obliia UX
npensoautenem. [IpuHiiecca mokisacey, 4To CBepraeT PaBeHHy nin moruOHET B O0proe.

JleBymika crosila mepeln JIOJbMH, M Ha TJlaza y Hee HaBopayuBaiuch cie3bl. OHa
IpeBKylana nodeay, Koropas Kazajach COBCeM OJM3KOM, U MpeCTaBiisiia cede BO3POKICHHOE
KoposeBcTBO. OHO CHOBa JOJKHO CTaTh TakuM, KakuM ObwIo mpu ee otue. OHa Buaena mepen
co0oH 3eneHble TacTOMINA, JEPEBEHCKHE SIPMApKH | JIETEH, TAHIYIOIIUX BOKPYT MalCKOTO JIepeBa.
[Tonsa omsTh OyayT IJIOJOPOAHBIMH, a ()epMbl HAUHYT KaXKIBIA J€Hb OTIPABISATH BO BCE KOHIIBI
KOPOJIEBCTBA IOJIHbIE TIOBO3KHU € MPOo0BoJIbcTBUEM. JItoau 3a0ynyT npo ronoa. [detu Oyayt pactu
B MHpPE U TIOKOE.

Yro emie oHa MoOrjla CKa3aTh CBOMM IIOJJAaHHBLIM, COTVIACHBIIMMCS HOWTH 3a Heu?! OHu
MPOJIEMOHCTPUPOBAIIA OTBAry, KOTopasi Bcerja »*ujia B ux cepauax. 1 B atom benocHexka HU pa3y
HE YCOMHMJIACh.

— Torna pemieHo, — 0OBSIBHJIa OHA U XKECTOM BeJelia JIFOASM, CBOUM IIFOJISM, TMOJIHSATHCS. —
BricTynmaem cerogHsi Be4epoM.
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benocHexka exana Brepenu. Tsbkenas Konbuyra JaBHia Ha IUIEYM. XOJOIHBIM MeETalI
MOLIUIBIBAJ KOXKY. JleByllKa IpPUKpbIBANIAch ILIUTOM, IOIy4as YAOBOJBCTBHE OTTOrO, YTO OH
CIIOBHO CPOJHMWICA C ee pykoil. C TakuM ke IUTOM XoAua B 00il u ee oteu. Ilut Obin ykpamieH
¢bamunpHBIM repOoM. JleBymika MOMHMIA, Kak, KOrjla OHa Oblla COBCEM MAJIeHBKOH, OTel|
MMOKAa3bIBAJI €l CBOM IIUT U BOAUJI €€ ITAJIBYHNKOM I10 30JI0THIM BETBAM 11y6a, YbH KOPHH YXOJWUJIHU B
3eMIII0. BepXyliKy cTBOJIA, CJIOBHO KOPOHA, BEHYAJI KPECT.

«OT0 3HAK CUJIbI, — TOBOPHII OTell, oOpallasi eée BHAUMaHUE Ha KOPHU. — JIepeBoO IPOYHO CTOUT
Ha MECTE, IOCKOJIBKY €r0 yIEp:KUBAET TO, UTO HE JICKUT Ha NOBepXHOCTU. [IoaTOMy OHO U pacrer
BBICOKHM H T'OPAbIM).

benocnexxka npumnonHsuyia muT. C HUM OHA YyBCTBOBaJa ce0si HE TaKOM ysI3BUMOM.
BenymmBasick B paBHOMEpHBIN CTYK KONBIT 3a CIMHOM, OHA CJIOBHO ONIYyIIala IMPUCYTCTBUE OTIIA.
On ObuT MOBCIOAY: B M3rube Mecsua Ha Hebe, B IIyMe JEepPEeBbEB, B IPOXOTE BOJH. A KOrJa OHHU
B300pajuCh Ha BEPLIMHY XojiMa y OeperoBoil JMHUU U OKa3alMCh MEHEe 4YeM B MSATHAALATH
KWIOMETpax OT 3aMKa PaBeHHBI, bel0CHE)KKEe OYYyAMIOCH, YTO OTEL COBCEM PSIOM.



benocHexxka OrisiHynach Ha reprora, YuibsiMa U JpHKa, KOTOPBIE €XalH CIeIOM. 3a HX
CIIMHOM OHa yBMJENa COTHM MYKYMH M JKCHIIMH. JIunma ux ObUIM OCBEIEHBl 3aX KEHHBIMU
¢dakenamu. Apmus, ee apMus, pacTAHyJach 0 camoro Jeca. JleBymka He oXujama, 4TO
no0poBosbLeB Oyner Tak MHoro. K ee BOWCKY NpPUCOECAMHMIMCH MAJbUHMIIKM HE CTaplle
MATHAIIATA JIET, MaTepd M OTIBI, KPECThSHE M MOBCTaHLBI. 3aech Obumn moau u3 Kapmartana,
HepeXuIaBIINe JIMXYI0 TOJMHY B KPEIOCTH I'eplora, a Takke Te, KTO MpATAJCs B Jecax U Ternepb
BBIILIET U3 YKPBITUS, YTOOBI IPUHATH y4yacTue B Outse. [loka oHM LUK, UX apMUs CTAHOBUJIACH BCE
Oosbllle, a KOTJa OHM OKa3aJMCh HA BEpPLIMHE XOJMa, OTKYJa OTKpPbIBAJICS BHJ Ha CTOSABIIMI Ha
yTece 3aMOK PaBeHHBI, TO HACUUTBIBAJIA YKE HECKOJIBKO COTEH YEJIOBEK.

K benocHexxke U repLory, BO3IJIaBJIsBLIIMM [10X0J, TOABEXal OUH U3 T'€HEPaJIOB.

— Musopn, — cka3all OH, MaXHYB PYKOH B CTOPOHY KaMEHHMCTOTO Oepera, — y Hac BCEro 4ac
WIX J1Ba 10 PWIKMBA. DTOr0 BPEMEHHU HE XBATUT, YTOOBI TPOOUTH Opelib B cTeHax 3aMKa. JInbo mMbl
MOJICTaBUM ceOs TI0J] yAap, TaK Kak YKPHITbCs HaM OyZeT Herje, 1100 yTOHEM B OKEaHe.

— Moxer, cymectByet apyrou nyts? Tonnens? Ilemepa? — mokaydasn rojioBoid repuor.

benocHexka naxe He cMoTpena Ha HUX. OHa ycTpeMmuia B3IV HAa YEpHBIM OKeaH, HA TO
MECTO, OTKYZAa BbIHbIpHYJa Hexaento Hazaj. Ceifuac Obuto BpeMs oTiMBa. M3-moa Bojbl TOpuanu
OCTpble KaMHHU. B BBICTyIIE CKabl OHA 3aMeTHiIa OTBEpCTHE. TOYHO Takas jke CIIMBHAs TpyOa, Kak u
Ta, yepe3 KOTOPYyIo el yanoch yoexars.

BenocHexxka repeBena B3 Ha Oeper. 'HOMBI y)Ke TOIUIH 10 HETO U, CTapasiCh OCTaBaThCs
He3aMeueHHbIMH, IPOOUPAIKCh TeNepb 0 MEIKOBOAbI0. M nonagoburcs He Oosblle yaca Ha To,
9T00BI 10OPATHCS 10 CAMBHOM TPYOHI. [lonmyTn y HUX yxe ObLIO T03a/H.

— Ecnu MBI ycrieem MOJOHTH K KPEMOCTHBIM BOPOTaM K BOCXOJly COJIHIIA, peuieTka Oyzier
MOJIHATA, — YBEPEHHO 3asBuiIa benocHexka, HalpaBUB KOHSI BHU3 110 KAMEHHUCTOMY CKJIOHY.

I'epuor u ero reHepansl ObUIM HEe Ha IIYTKYy BcTpeBokeHbl. Ho m VYuubsam, u Dpuk
IIOCJIEZIOBATIM 3a Hell 0e3 nauiHuX BompocoB. CKOpO BCsl €€ apMusl yXe JBUTallach BJIOJIb Oepera
OKeaHa.

OHU T MUMO KaMEHHOTO JIaOMPUHTA, B KOTOPOM OHa IUTyTaja, BHIOPABIIMCH Ha CYIIY.
Bona nogHuManack, OTTECHSsS BCAJHUKOB Ha Y3KYIO NMOJIOCKY Iecka. OHHM ynpsiMO HpPOAOJIKaIN
JIBUTATbCS BIIEPEJI, @ BOJHBI BCE HACTYIAIM U HACTYIAIHU.

— BpemeHu octanoch HEMHOT0, — 3aMETHII TepLOr XOMMOHJ.

benocuexka Opocuia B3rian Ha okeaH. OHa Bujena, Kak THOMBI, IOJHBIPUBAs MO BOJIHBI,
noxouparoTcst K orBepcTrio. CoHIIE MEAJICHHO BCTaBAJIO M3-3a ropu3oHTta. Kornma oHo BeIHAfET,
BCaJHUKU Ha Oepery OyayT TOYHO Ha JIaJoHU. Torjga OHHM JIMIIATCS TAKOro MPEMMYIIECTBa, Kak
s¢dexT BHe3anmHOCTH. HyXHO ObUIO MOTOpAIUIMBATHCS M YIOBaTh HA TO, YTO PEIIETKAa OKAXETCs
noaHAToil. [I[pyroro Bapuanra He ObLIO.

— MBI 107KHBI €XaTh, — 00paTHiachk K reprory benocuexxka. — K Tomy BpeMeHH, Kak Mbl TaM
OKa)XeMCS, OHH YK€ YCIICIOT MOAHSTH PEIIETKY.

I'epuor moAHsAn Med, AaB 3HAK COJJlaTaM JIBUraTbes BIepell, a benocHexkka MmoBepHyIach K
Opuky. OH exan MocleHUM, 103311 YUJIbsIMa U F€HEPAJIOB, MOCKOJIbKY T€ HAacTauBaJld HA TOM,
YTO BOCHHBIE JIOJKHBI OBITH BIEpeAM. DpUK MoiiMan B3ria bernocHeXXku u cpa3y ke yrajan ee
TaiiHOe ’kenaHue. HapymuB cyOopIuMHAIMIO, OH MOIbeXad K JEBYIIKE, U WX JIOMIAId MOCKaKaIu
60k 0 60k. [lyn cuibHBIN BeTep, MOpCKas COJib pa3zbejiana ria3a, HO PSJIOM C HUM OHa HUYEro He
0os1ach.

OHu Myanuch BIEpeN, HE CIycKas IJla3 C yTeca, Ha KOTOpoM cTosl 3amok. Cepaue
benocuexku OecrnokoiiHo 3a0uiock. BopoTta Bce emie Obutn 3akpbIThl. UepHas pemieTka Obuia
BHUJHA JaXe u3jnaneka. ['epuor ¢ TpeBoroil mocMoTpesl Ha AEBYLIKY, HO OHa YOPSAMO HECIAach
Briepen. Kommo, /[ynpy u ocranbHbBIM THOMaM YK€ JaBHO mopa OblIo OBITH BO JBOpe 3amka. B
M00YI0 MUHYTY pelIeTKa MOTJia MOAHATHCS.

benocHexka obepHynach, 4ToObI €Ille pa3 MOCMOTPETh HAa CBOIO PACTSHYBIIYIOCS BIOJb
Oepera apmuto. Bona mogHsiach emie BblIIe, U KOMbITA JOMIAACH MOAHUMAIN (POHTAHBI OPBI3T.
ConHile BBINUIO M3-32 TOPU30HTA, OKPAaCHUB HEOO PO30BBIM LIBETOM. Temeph UX ObLIO MPEKpPacHO
BUJIHO.



— JlaBaii, — mpomenTana benocHexka, CI0BHO IPUKa3bIBask pelieTke NogHAThCs. — Ckopee. ..

W TyT oHa 3aMeTnia psAJ KPOLUICUYHBIX MUTAIOIIMX OFOHBKOB Ha CTEHE 3aMKa. JTO 3apsbKaiu
KaranynbThl. Ha apmuio benocHe)xxku oOpymImiincy orHeHHble cHapsapl. OJWH U3 HUX B30PBAJICS
pSIOM ¢ Hel, HO OHa He OcTaHOBWJIACh. [IpUTrHYB rojoBY, JeByIIKa euie ObICTpee MOCKakaia K
BOpOTaM.

Bolicko mnpuHneccel npornyino. Jlrogu, yBUAEB JeTAIIME HAa HHUX OTHEHHBIC IIApBI,
OCTaHOBWJIMCH. 3€MJIsl B3pbIBAIACh 0] HOTaMM Y JIOIIaJeH. YIan OAWH BCAJHUK, IOTOM JIPYTOM.
Ho BbiOOpa y HuX He Obuto. Eciiu OHM He NMOJOWIYT K CTEHaM 3aMKa, UX IOIJIOTHT OKEaHCKas
nyuynHa. Bonnsl yxe HaOeranu Ha necok. Horu nomaneii okazanucek B Boje. M Torna benocHexka,
IIOJIHSIB ILIUT, YBJIEKJIa CBOE BOIMCKO 3a COOOM.

C3amgm  mocnplianuck  UcCTOmHble  Kpukd. OOepHyBmnch, bernocHexka —yBuaena
CBETJIOBOJIOCYIO JKEHIIMHY, B IPyJIU KOTOPOH Topuana orHeHHas crpena. KoHb 3apxkan u cOpocuin
KEHIIMHY Ha 3eMIII0. B ciieyroniyto MUHYTY Telo ObUTO pacTONTAHO KOMBITAMU JIPYTUX JIOIIAICH.
benocHexka TsDKENO CIJIOTHYJA, CTapasch COXPAHATH CTOMKOCTb. PAnoM ¢ Hell ymamu 1Ba
renepana. Eme omHoMy cTpena momana B IIel0. Bokpyr neBymikd ObUTM KPOBb U OTOHb.
benocHexxka To u neno Opocana B3rasA Ha OXoTHUKA, Onaronaps cynp0y 3a TO, YTO OH
MO-TIPEKHEMY PSIIOM C HEH.

Bo3ayx HanonHuics enkuM jabiMoM. Berep mepemeHmics, U BOpOTa 3aMKa CHOBa ObUIM
Xopo1Io BUJHBL. Pemierka Tak v He nojaHsAnack. JleBylika npudinxkanach K CTEHE, IOHUMasi, 4YTo B
UX paclopsHKeHUMM MUHYT JecsATh, He Oonbliue. Eciau pemierka 3a 3To BpeMs HE MOJHUMETCS, OHU
OyayT MprKaThl K CKaJlaM, | JIOBYIIKa 3axyionHeTcs. CBepXy ux arakyet PaBeHHa, a c3a1u MOpCKast
IIy4nHa.

Ha xpenoctHO#l cTeHe MOsSBUINCH HOBBIE JIYyUHUKH. belocHe)Kka MpUKphLIa TOJIOBY IIUTOM.
Omna caplliana, Kak OTHEHHBIE CTPEJIbl CO 3BOHOM YAApsAIOTCs O €ro nosepxHoctb. Ho neBymika, He
OIJISIIbIBAsCh, CKakaja Brepea. Kro-to nmpocun nomomy. YOuThIe JI€XKaau JIUIIOM BHU3 B BOJHAX
npubos. Cepas B s610Kax JolIadb yrnaja Ha KaMHU M I'pOMKO 3apkana. Ha OGoky y Hee 3usiia
pBaHas paHa. Bcesdkuil pa3, kak Ha paHy Iomajana CoJIeHas BOJA, HECYACTHOE >KUBOTHOE
B3/IparuBajlo OT HEBBIHOCUMOM Oouin. JleBylIke OTYassHHO XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI XOTh KTO-HUOYIb
M30aBUII JIOIIAb OT CTPATaHUN.

VYunbsam, IpUKPBIB FOJIOBY IATOM, NTOACKOUYMI K benocHexke.

— ToI nomkHa NOBEpHYTh 00PAaTHO! — BOCKIIMKHYJI OH.

Omna enBa pa3nuuaa ero cjioBa B IIyMe BOJIH.

— 51 nana cnoBo, U s OCTaHYCh ¢ HUMH! — KPUKHYJIa B OTBET JI€BYIIKA.

B muiedo BcajnHUKa, CKaKaBIIETO PSIIOM C HEW, BOH3WIACh ropsmas crpena. OH MOIbITaICs
BBITAIIUTh €€, HO He ycmen. Onexnaa ero 3aropenach. OH CKpPIOYWICA U C JAUKUMH BOIUISIMU
CBAJIWJICS B BOLLY.

He oOparmas BHMMaHusi Ha TpeocTepekeHne Y uibsima, benocHekka mockakaia BBEpX IO
CKJIOHY I10 HalpaBJICHUIO K 3aMKy. Y ee Jro/iel B J1I000M cityyae He ObU10 BbIOOpa. EnnHcTBeHHAs
BO3MOXXHOCTh CIIAaCTUCh — BCTYNUTH B Ooil. Ha mosHO# ckopocTH oHa Myajiack K MacCHBHBIM
BOpOTaM 3aMKa. B 11000Hf MOMEHT OHM MOIJIM OTKPBIThCS. B 1060H MOMEHT THOMBI MOTIJIH
MOHATH peieTky. [Ibutaromue cTpessl rpajoM ChIMATUCh CBEpXY. [leByllike ocTaBaloch Ha/leAThCs
TOJIBKO Ha IIUT, KOTOPBIN OHA Aeprkalla HaJl FOJIOBOM.

Pemerka noansnacek, korna bemocHekka Obuta Bcero B mATH MeTpax oT Hee. OHa yBuzena
I'opra 1 Huona, koTopble MOBHCIM Ha KOHIIE KaHaTa, MCIOJIb3Ys ceOs B KauecTBe NMPOTHUBOBECA.
benocHexka BopBanack yepe3 BOpOTa BO JABOP 3aMKA. YWIbSIM M DPUK €Xalld CIIpaBa U CJIeBa OT
Hee. 3a HUMU XJIbIHYJIa €€ apMusl.

JIydHUKM Ha CTEHE Pa3BEpHYJHCh M CTAJM CTPENATh B T€X, KTO YK€ YCIHEN MPOHUKHYTb
BHYTpb. A CKBO3b BOpPOTa BCE LIIM U LUK oA benocHexxku. Ee Bolicko B Tpu pa3a NpeBOCXOANIIO
apMuIo PaBeHHBI.

— Bnepen! — kpukHyna benocHexka CBOMM CITyTHHKaM.

Ecnu Obl UM ymanoch BBICTPOUTHCA KJIMHOM, PAcTSIHYTBIM IO JUAroHalId 4depe3 JBOp, TO
HaeMHUKHM PaBeHHBI Okazanuch Obl 3arHaHHBIMH B yroj. M1 6uTBa B cuMTaHble MUHYTHI Obla OB



3aKOHYEHA.

Heckonbko renepaioB BRICKOUMIIN BIiepes, chopMHUpPOBaB MepBbii psia. benocHexka, Yuibsim
U OpuUK, TOJIHSB IIMTHI W PA3BEPHYB MX MOJ YIJIOM, BCTadu 3a HUMHU. [opsinue cTpessl
OTCKAaKUBaJIM OT TSKENBIX IIMTOB. DpUK Opocuiics BIEpel M € XOAY 3apyOuWsi JIBYX coJigaT
Bpa)XECKOW apMUU. YWIIbSM IOpa3ui MEYOM TPEThero. benocHexka yaapuia eme 0JHOTO LIUTOM,
OTIHXHYB ero K cteHe. OH CTyKHYJICS TOJIOBOM 0 KaMeHb U 0€3 CO3HaHUs yIajl Ha 3eMIIIO.

Ocranace Bcero Kydka cTpakHUKoB. KTo-To u3 moaeil benocHexku npuHsIIcs yaoaoKaTh B
MpeIYyBCTBUH CKOpOM mobeabl. YeTBepo BOMHOB PaBeHHBI MOBEPHYIUCH U CKPBUIUCH B KOPUAOPAX
3aMKa. A ocTajbHbIE OPOCHIIN OPYKUE HA 3MITIO U CIAJIHCh.

benocHexka crana uckaTth rnasamu repuora. OH CTOSJ B IJIOTHOM OOEBOM CTPOIO 03371
Hee. VX B3MIIsABI BCTPETHIINCH, U XOMMOH/I YabIOHYIca. Ha nnie ero Obuto Harmucano o0JierdyeHue.
Bce konueno. Onum o6a 3T0 3Hanu. Terepp TOJMBKO oOcTaBanioch HaWTh PaBenny. Kakoii Obl
Marm4eckoi cuiioil oHa HU oOmanana, bemocHexkka B moOoM cimydae mpe3oiiner ee. Kopomnesa
cama Tak ckaszaja.

HeoxunnanHo nuno repuora nompayseno. OH cmotpesn MuMo benocHexku Kyaa-To BBEpX, Ha
OCTPOKOHEUYHYIO KpBIIy 3amKa. JleBymika mpocieausia ero B3I U OOHapyKuia CTPaHHbBIE
YepHbIEC TEHU, COOPABIIKMECS MO caMOoi Kpbiieid. Boiicko repiiora mpuTuxiio. Ipuk MaxHyl pyKou
B CTOPOHY apOYHOI0 MpoeMa, I7i€ B BO3AYyX€E BHCeEIIa UepHas TeHb. Bce cMOTpenu, 3aTauB JbIXaHUE.
[TocTtenenHo TeHu mpeBpaTWIUCh B (GUTYpbl. UepHble BOMHBI BBIXOJWIU M3 KaXIOTO JABEPHOTO
Ipoema u u3-3a Kaxxjoro yria. benocHexka ornsaenach no ctoponam. M, moHss, B 4em A€o, 4yTh
ObUTO HE BRIpOHWIIA IUT. OHU OBLUTH OKPY)KEHBI.
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Bounsbl-Tenu o0ctynunu ux. Onun 6pocuiica Ha Opuka. TOT yaapui ero B rpyib TOIIOPOM, U
MPOTUBHUK paCCHIMANCI Ha MEJIKHE OCKOJIKM, COBCEM Kak CTekio. TemHas ¢urypa Oyaro
B30pBAJIaCh, U OCTPbIE KyCOUYKH pa3JIETEIUCh B pa3HbIC CTOPOHBL. Uepe3 mapy CEKyHJ BCE KYCKH
3aHOBO COEIMHUIIUCH, IPEBPATUBILIUCH B YEPHOr0 BoMHA. OH CHOBa KHHYJCS Ha OXOTHUKA U 3aHEC
HAaJl HUM CBEPKAIOIIHNI MeY.

Takoro benocnexka emie He Buaena. CrpaBa U cieBa BOUHBI-TEHU aTaKoBaju ee apmuto. Ee
COJIIaThl TMAaJadyd TOJ TpaJoM MOIIHBIX YJIapOB. BOWHBI-TEHM HE BBIKA3bIBAJIW HU MaJeHIIen
ycranoctd. X cTpaHHbIe nHIa ObUIH JIMIIEHBI KaKUX-TMOO0 depT. PaHbl Ha MX TenaXx MTHOBEHHO
3aTATMBAINCH. DEJIOCHE)KKa CMOTpena, KaKk OHM KpOIIaT MEYaMH €€ JIIOJEeW, M HEOXKUIAHHO
MOYyBCTBOBaJIa Ha cebe uei-To B3rsia. JleBylika mojHsuIa riaza K OalkoHy TpeTbero aTaxa. Tam
cTosna PaBeHHa, MJIOTHO 3amMaxHYBIIMCh B IUIAIl W3 4YepHBIX nepheB. OHa YIBIOHYJIach U C
JIOBOJIbHBIM BHJIOM TNOCMOTpEJa Ha CBOMX 3JIOBELIMX BOMHOB, Y€ MPAKTUYECKHU BBIUTPABIIMX
CpaKECHHE.

benocHexka He cTasia MeUINTh. B yriy BO3Jjie JIECTHHUYHOIO IpoJieTa TPOMO3JWIACH ropa
TpynoB. HeBocnpuumuuBele K O0JiM, BOMHBI-TEHH YOWBAIM MPOTUBHUKOB OJHOTO 32 JIPYIHUM.
JleByllika KHHyIach K ONukaifllieMy BOMHY KOPOJIEBBI M OTTOJKHYJA €r0 HIUTOM. YepHbI BOWH
OTIIATHYJICS, YTO MO3BOJMIIO €l MPOCKOYUTh MUMO Hero. OHa ynapuiia MEYOM €IIe OJTHOTO, U TOT
pasneresicss Ha MEJKUE KyCOYKH. benocHekka ymopHoO mpoOupanack BIEpell, a BOKPYI KHIIena
outBa. Hakonen ona moOpamachk 10 jecTHHUIBL. [leBymika Oekayia 1Mo MyCTBIHHOMY KOPHAOPY,
B3JlparuBasi OT 3ByKa COOCTBEHHOTO JIbIXaHHUS.

OpnosieB BTOpPOM IpOJIET JIECTHUIIBI, OHA €Ie Kpemde ciKaja pyKoATh Meda. B 3ToM KpbLie
MHOT'O JIET TOMY Ha3aJ KUl ee OoTell. Teneppb BCe BBIMTIAACIO O-APYroMy. B IIMHHOM KOpUaope He
ropeiro HU oxHoro (akema. IlopTeepsl Bucenu kinoubsiMu. Komom OBUT OMPOKHHYT, IEPEBO
MOKOPOOHIIOCH OT IVIECEHH.

benocHexka yBuzaena cOOKy OTKpBITYIO JBepb. /[Beph Bena B KOMHATY, 3aJIUTYIO 3JI0BELIUM
CBETOM. DJTO ObUI TPOHHBIN 3a11 KOpoJsieBbl. Bo3iie cTeHsl cTosio pe3Hoe kpecio. Hax HuM Bucenn
OTIIOJIMPOBaHHbBIE 10 Oyiecka MeuH. JleByllika 3aMeTHiIa OTKPBITHIM JIEpEeBSHHBIA CYHIIYK, TOBEPXY
HAOWTHI OOraTO YKpalleHHBIMH KOPOHAMHU U JPAroleHHBIMU KaMHSIMH. belocHeXKa OCTOPOXKHO



1IJ1a 10 TPOHHOMY 3ally, CKUMasi pyKosTh Meda. Yepes OTKPBITYIO IBEPh B COCEHIOI0 KOMHATY OHA
yBuzena PaBeHHy, CTOSBIIYIO Tepe]] OTPOMHBIM OpOH30BBIM 3epKajioM. JleBylka mocMoTpesa Ha
€ro UCKPUBIIEHHYIO IOBEPXHOCTH U I0IIMalia B3IJIs1T KOPOJIEBBI.

— CerogHs Bce 3aKOHYMTCS, — LIArHyB Brepen, nmpousHecia bemocHexka. — S mpumuia 3a
TOOOM.

PaBenna oOepHynach, ee TyObl H30THYJIUCH B JIETKON YCMEIIIKE.

— Utak, Most po3a BepHyJach, — cka3ana PaBeHHa U, KUBHYB Ha M€Y JEBYILIKH, 1o0aBuna: — C
munoM. [laBaii, oTOMCTH 3a OTIA, BEAb OH OKa3ajcsi CIMIIKOM CJIa0bIM, YTOObI MOJHATH CBOM
Med. — OHa BhITaIllMIIA U3 CKJIAJI0K Iulala 00raTto yKpalleHHbIH KUHXKall U cTaja HEOpPEKHO BEPTETh
€ro B pyKe.

benocHexka noAgHsAIaCch 10 HU3KUM CTYIIEHbKaM M, OKa3aBIIMCh niepes PaBeHHOM, 3arisHyna
B €€ MPOH3UTENIbHO-TONyOble ri1a3a. ['HeB 3akuman B rpyau aeBymku. Kak cmena PaBenna Tax
TOBOPHTH 00 €e OTIIe, O YeIIOBEKEe, KOTOPOro Mo 1o youma?!

—3a moero otua!l — B3MaxHyB MeUOM, BOCKIMKHYNIa bernocHexka. — 3a Halle KOPOJEBCTBO U
3a MeHs!

JleBymika crenana BbllaJ, HO PaBeHHa OTKIIOHMJIACh M HEOXKUAAHHO OKa3alach Yy Hee 3a
cnuHoi. benocHekka pa3BepHyiach U CHOBAa KMHYJAach HAa KOJAyHbl0. OnHako PaBeHHa qBuranach
CIIUIIKOM OBICTPO. B MrHOBEHME OKa OHA OUYTHJIACh Ha IPYTOM KOHIIE KOMHATHI.

B xopunmope pazpanuch maru. benocHexkka yBuaena B ABEPSX TPOHHOTO 3ajla DpHKa U
VYunbsima. PaBenHa nonHsia pyky. Jlerkuid memnyox ee majibleB — U MOTOJOK CIOBHO B30PBAJICS.
OCKOJIKM TOCHIIAIIMCh BHHU3, U TEMHBIE KYCOYKH IMPEBPATHINCHh B YepHBIX (heil. Den oKpyKuim
VYuneama u Dpuka, 0OTpe3aB UX OT JIE€BYLIKHU.

Y06enuBIINCh, UTO TENEPh HUKTO HE CMOXET UM IoMellaTh, PaBeHHa CHOBa MOBEPHYJIACh K
benocuexke. Ee romyOble riaza BOWIKCH B JTUIO AEBYIIKH. JIUTs, KOTOpOE OHA CHacia JecATh JIeT
Ha3aJ, BEPHYJIOCh ¢ HamepeHneM youTh ee. Kakas uponus cyns0b1! Torma PaBenna He 3axorena,
4TOOBI IEBOYKA YMEpIia, a TEHeph y Hee He 0CcTaBajoch BbIOOpa. 3epkano ckazaino: nubo PaBenHa,
m6o benocuexxka. OHa U3 HUX JTOJHKHA YMEPETh.

benocHexka, BHICTABUB BIIEpe/] Med, CHOBa KuHynack Ha PaBenny. Ho He ycnena neByiika
nondexarb K KOpoJieBe, Kak Ta pa3BEepHY/Iach W IMOJCTaBUIa €l MOJHOXKKY. bermocHexka ynana
munoM BHU3. Ee Oecrone3Hblil Med, MpojeTeB uepe3 BCI0 KOMHATY, OTCKOUYMII K JJaJIbHEH CTeHe.
PaBenna cxionunace Haja bemocHEXKo#, yCTpeMHUB B30p Ha €€ Tpyab. BoxkaeneHnHoe cepiie 06110
Tak 6mu3ko! Yepes MUHYTY OHa COKMET ero B pyke. Ha celf pa3 eif HUKTO He moMenIaer.

— JTO BCE, YTO MOXKET IPEIIOKUTH KNU3Hb, — HE)KHO MpOoBOpKoBajia PaBeHHa. OHa 4yTh 11 HE
C JKAJIOCTBIO CMOTpEla B OIPOMHBIE Kapue IJa3a AeByWIKU. — Bpems uaer. Hanmexna ymupaer.
Opnaxo He Bce notepsiHo. 1o kpaiineit mepe noka. OHa U3 Hac OyJeT )KUTh BEYHO. ..

PaBeHHa moaHsANIa KUHXKaJ, COBCEM Kak JECATh JEeT Hazaj, B CBOIO MEPBYIO OpayHyI HOYb.
Bce Obu1o Tak ke mpocto, kak M Toraa. ChemaB riIyOOKHMM B/IOX, OHa OIYCTHJIa KJIMHOK, HO
benocHexka GnokupoBana yaap. Heoxxunannas 0onb nmpoH3uia rpyib PaBeHHBI, 1 OHa 3akpuyana.
Ee 3arpsicio 0T HEBBIHOCUMOW MYKH.

Koponesa omyctuna rinasa. benmocHekka Bcaauiia HOX €l B TpyJlb, IPSIMO B TO MECTO, TIE
cxoauuck pedpa. PaBeHHa xBarana ry0aMu Bo3ayX, el Ka3aJloCh, YTO OHA TOHET.

PaBeHHa ynana HaB3HMYb HA XOJIOJHBIA KAMEHHBIH I10J.

— JKu3Hb 32 )kU3HB. 3aKIATHE pa3pyLIEHO 0J1aropoiHOI KPOBbIO, — MPOIIETNTANIa OHA.

— Hanexna He yMupaeT HUKOT/Aa, — THXO CKa3ajla B 0TBET benocHexka.

JleBylika omycTuiach Ha KOJEHHW Bo3je PaBeHHBI W mpunoAHsia € rosoBy. PaBenHa
OTYasHHO MNbITAJIaCh B3J0XHYTh. KpoBb CTpymiiach U3 ee Irpyu M CTEKana Ha 1oJi. [ na3a KoponeBsl
3arymMaHwiInch. Bee nomkHO ObUIO0 OBITH MO-Apyromy. OgHaKo rae-to B rinyOuHe Ay PaBeHHa
3HaJa: JEBYOHKA BOCCTAHOBMJIA CIIPABENIMBOCTh. TOUHO Tak e, KaK U OHa caMa MHOTO JIET Ha3al,
KOTI'JIa OTOMCTHJIA 33 CBOIO CEMBIO.

Jlexxa Ha nony, PaBeHHa BuJena, Kak 4epHble (er mcuesaroT U3 TpOoHHOro 3ana. Korma onu
MPEBPATUIINCh B KPOILIEYHbIE 3aBUTKHU JbIMa, KOpOJIEBa MOHsJIA, YTO Bce KOHUeHO. OHa ymupara,
Maruyeckas cusia OCTaBUIIa €.
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Teno PaBeHHBI emie XpaHWIO TEIUIO, HO HU3HB yXe MOkuHYna ero. M Torma bemocHexka
yOpana pyKy, HOAHsIACh U, KUBHYB YHIbMY M DPHKY, BbIIUIA Ha OaJKOH. BOMHBI-TEHN MCUE3IIH.
JIBop 3aMka ObuUT yCTJIaH MepTBBIMU Tenamu. [oBCIoy BasisTUCh OKpOBaBIECHHBIE MEUHM U IIUTHI.
Heckonbko paHEHBIX, ¢ TPYAOM MepeaBHUrasich, Opear K BOPOTaM B HAAEXKE MOIYYUTH MOMOUIb.
Kytkoe 3penuie.

Ho rnasa benocHexku ObLIM NPUKOBaHBI K MaJC€HHKOMY OTOPOKEHHOMY CaAMKy. XOTS
HACTYIWJIa BECHA, HAa 3aCOXIIMX SOJIOHSX He ObUIO HM €IUHOro LBeTouka. Bo Bpems cpaxeHus
yepHasi TEHb OKyTaja 3aMOK M ero okpectHocTd. Ho Temepp OHa, IycTb U MEIUIEHHO, HO
paccenBasiack. Kpacku cramum spue, ueM Kornma-nu0Oo 3a mocienHue roasl. Ha Berkax
IIPOKJIIOHYJIUCH TIepBble TUCTUKU. CTailka COpOK IpoJieTesla MUMO, CBEPKHYB Ha COJIHIE CUHUMH
nepbimkamMu. Kyna Obl neByllika HU KUHYJA B3IJIA, OHA Be3/le BUJIENA MPU3HAKHU MTPOCKINAIOIIEHCs
KU3HU.

N3 3amka ycrajioll MOXOAKOM BbIIEN TepLOr. 3a HHUM CJIEAOBajla KpacuBas MOJO0Jas
xeHnHa. OHa mnoaHsula rosioBy, U benocHexka mnoiimana ee B3rsan. Jla, Po3a crama eme
npeKpacHed, yem panblne. Ee OnemHoe okpyrioe U0 omsth Obulo OHBIM. Po3a momaxaina
benocHexke pykoil u JIackoBO yibIOHYyNack. M oT 310l yneiOku Ha cepine y bemocHexku cpasy
CTaJIO yIUBUTEJIBHO TEILJIO U CIIOKOKMHO. OHa nomaxana Po3e B OTBET u yrepia cles3bl.

Ha cnenyromuit nenp benocHexka mpescrana nepes CBOUMU MOJAaHHBIME B TOM K€ CaMOM
cobope, re korna-to aepxkana nuierid PaBennsl. OHa cMoTpena Ha CKaMbH, Ha KOTOPBIX TECHHUIICS
Hapon. Ha onHo#l M3 HMX, NMPKaBIIUCH APYT K JAPYTY, CUAeNd THOMBI. Jluna ux ObUTM YHCTO
BEIOPUTHI, a BOJIOCHI 3auecaHbl Ha Kocod mpobop. [lo TakoMmy cirydaro repror X3MMOHH Jaxke
3aKa3aji JJisl HUX KOCTIOMBI Y KOPOJIEBCKOro mopTHoro. benocHexka ¢ ynbplOKoil cMoTpena, Kak OHU
€p3al0T Ha CUJICHBE, SIBHO YYBCTBYS ce0sl HE B CBOCH Tapelike B apaJHOM OOJaueHHH.

— To1 roTOBa, MOst KOpoJieBa? — CIIPOCKI Y UIIbSIM.

Onu cTosnu 60K 0 00K, MOYTH conmpukacasch miedaMu. OH NPOTSHYI PYKY U TUXOHBKO CXKall
€l MaJIbLIbl.

benocHexka ykpaakod mocMoTpena Ha HEro W yiablOHynack. B riyOuHe aymm neBymika
’KaJleJa, 4TO HE HCIBITBIBAET K HEMY TE€X UYyBCTB, KOTOpBIE OXHMAAIOT OT Hee MojaaHHble. Mm
HpaBWICA 3TOT KpacUBBIM IOHOIIA, NMPEABOIUTENb MOBCTAHIEB, ChIH repuora X3MMonaa. Ho nms
HEE OH IMO-IPEKHEMY OCTaBAICA TEM MAJIBYMILKON, C KOTOPBIM OHU BMECTE POCIM M KOTOPBIN
Jpa3HUI ee, oTHUMas 50510K0. JIyig Hee oH ObUT MPOCTO YUIIBSIMOM, 3aKaJbIYHBIM JIPYTOM Ha BEKU
BEKOB.

I'eprior X>MMOH]T BO3JIOKWJI Ha €€ TOJIOBY KOPOHY, YKpAIIEHHYI0 pyOMHaMH U candupamu.
benocHexka He Qymana, YTO KOpPOHA OKaXeTcs Takod Tsbkenod. AHHa u Jlwin, crosBuiMe BO
BTOPOM psy, TPOMKO 3aarjioaupoBaiu. Bce mpucyTCTByromuEe pa3pa3uiiuch OA0OPUTEIbHBIMU
BO3IJIACAMHU.

Ho cpean mops nui B 3TOM OrpoOMHOM 3ajie beocHekka mbiTanach HaWTH IJ1a3aMHu OJIHO,
camoe JIoporoe /st Hee JuIo. Y 3a7Hero Bxoja ctosil OxoTHuk. Ha HeM OBl Bce TOT e KOCTIOM,
YTO U B JIEHb UX INEPBOM BCTPEUM, TOJBKO JIbHSHYIO pyOallKy OH THIATENbHO OTYTIOXKUI, a CO
IITaHOB BBIBEI MATHA OT rpora. HemociyiHble BOJI0CH DpUK aKKypaTHO 3ayecai 3a ymu. Eciu 6b1
OHa He 3HaJja ero Tak XOpoIIo, TO HEMPEMEHHO CKa3aja Obl, YTO OH OY€Hb JakKe CUMIATHYHBIH.

OH yke 00BsABUI €l 0 CBOEM OThE3/Ie, OOBSICHHB, UTO 3/I€Ch, B 3aMKE, €EMY HET MeCTa CpeH
3Hatu. OH Bcerjga MpOM3HOCUII CIIOBO «3HATh» ¢ Ipe3peHueM. CHOpUTh ¢ HUM B TaKUX CIIydasx
ObU10 OeccMBbICIIeHHO. becnone3no ObUI0 TOBOPUTH €My, YTO HYXKHO JIeNath U nodyemy. M xots oHa
M CTaja ero KOpPOJICBOW, OH KWJI IO JApyruM 3akoHaMm. M Temeppr benocHexxky Oosbie Bcero
3aHUMAJIO0, U3MEHUT JIM DPUK KOT/1a-HUOYIb CBOEMY HEMMCcaHOMY MpaBuiy. M 3axoder Jin mpoXXuTh
000BUIEM 10 KOHI[A THEH?

OXOTHHK NPUJIOKUI PYKY KO JIOY U KUBHYJ, COOpaBIINCH yXOauTh. OHa cMOTpesna, Kak OH



IIOBOpauyMBaeTcsa K HeW cnuHOM. bermocHekka Buena najgeHue koposiesctsa. OHa BUena CMEpPTh,
B3pBIBBI U Tokapuia. OHa ymepiia U Bockpecia. OTdero ke ceidyac oHa ourymaiga ceds Takoi
HecuacTHOM? Ileyanp oka3anace CTOJIb BENMKA, YTO HA IJ1a3a HABEPHYJUCH ciie3bl. Beas B HEM HeT
HU4ero ocodenHoro. [Ipocto oauH U3 MHOTHX.

BenocHexka mouyBcTBOBaNIa 00JIeryeHue, Koraa belt, HapyIuB TUIIHHY, KPUKHYIT:

— Jla 31paBcTBYET KOoposiena!

K memy npucoenunmimcs u gpyrue. IIoBcroy 3Bydaiy JUKyOIIKE rojoca.

Ona Oonpiie He onuHOKa. IloBepHyBminch, bernocHekka 3aMeTmina MSTKHE KallTaHOBBIE
BOJIOCHI U CHSIIOIIKE Ta3a Yuibsima. OH yIbIOHYJICS U TTOKJIOHUIICS.

— Jla 31paBcTBYET KOoposiena!



